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References 
 
In the review of documents and records it should be noted that before 1751 the Old Style 
(Julian) Calendar was used, in which New Year’s day was March 25th.  The date was set 
by Church council early in the first millennium A.D. as exactly nine months before 
Christmas.   
 
The date was determined from what were erroneously believed to be the dates of the Winter 
Solstice (December 25th) and the Spring Equinox (March 25th).  March was considered the 
first month of the year, with February the twelfth month.   
 
Not until 1751, when Great Britain’s Parliament passed legislation adopting the New Style 
(Gregorian) Calendar, was January considered the first month, becoming effective January 
1, 1752.   
 
A date of "21 9ber 1659" meant the ninth month of the year.  With March the first month, 
November became the ninth month. 
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