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Chapter 7 

 

Settlement To Society Period (1607-1750) 
 

 

At the time of European contact, the area encompassing Richmond was occupied by the 

Algonquian speaking people, the Powhatans and Arrohattecks. Both of these tribes were under the 

control of the ruler Wahunsunacaugh, better known as Chief Powhatan [Magoon 2007:20). In the 

early seventeenth century, these people occupied the shorelines of the major rivers east of the fall 

line [Dutton + Associates, LLC, Midlothian, Virginia, 2017]. 

 

The hilly terrain near the falls was an ideal location for villages providing high, less flood-prone 

land [Tyler-McGraw 1994]. Investigations have revealed that the Kingôs Village of Arrohatteck 

was likely near Osborneôs Landing, about three miles below Wilton, and had approximately 60 

fighting men [Magoon 2007]. The Kingôs Village of Powhatan likely stood in the vicinity of Fulton 

Hill or Tree Hill Farm with approximately 50 warriors. The Village of Powhatan served as the 

western limit to the Powhatan Chiefdom; west of the falls was occupied by the Monacans [Mouer, 

1992].  

 

In May 1607, Captain Christopher Newport led an expedition up the James River and upon 

reaching the falls he erected a cross on one of the small islands in the middle of the river at the 

approximate location of present-day Richmondôs downtown. On their journey to and from erecting 

this cross, the explorers stayed at Powhatan Village which was described as twelve houses 

ñpleasantly seated on a hillò [Dabney, 1992].  

 

Between the hill and the river was a plain covered with ñwheate, beane, peaze, tobacco, pompions, 

gourdes, hempe, & flaxeò [Dabney, 1992:2 ]. According to Daniel Mouer, ñthe Gillyôs Creek 

Valley and surrounding margins were undoubtedly loci of Indian houses, gardens, fishweirs, and 

graveyards for many centuries before the English settlementò [Mouer, 1992].  

 

In 1609, the first permanent English settlement in the vicinity of the future Richmond began in the 

district that would become known as Rocketts. Later that year, Capt. John Smith purchased the 

tract of land on which the Powhatan village stood from the Native Americans. This tract was 

located about three miles from the initial settlement.  

 

Smith named it ñNonsuchò for its unparalleled beauty and attempted to establish a small garrison. 

Perpetual attacks by the local Native Americans, however, forced abandonment of the land and 

the English took up residence along the river, probably in present day Fulton Bottom, for a short 

time before returning back to Jamestown [Mouer, 1992 ].  

 

Despite the hardships endured, the English continued to attempt a permanent settlement along the 

James River.  

 

The village of Henricus on Farrarôs Island was established in 1611 followed by Henrico County 

which encompassed eleven present day Virginia counties [HCHS, n.d.].  
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Soon after the founding of Henricus, a wealthy English businessman and investor named John 

Rolfe claimed a large plantation east of the town to grow tobacco for the purpose of undercutting 

the high Spanish prices. He became one of the earliest tobacco growers in the colony on his 

plantation known as Varina. Rolfe married Pocahontas, the daughter of Chief Powhatan [HCHS, 

n.d.].  

 

This union helped ease the tensions that continued to simmer between the local native tribes and 

the English; however the peace was short lived and in 1622 the tribes staged a massive coordinated 

attack against villages and plantations throughout the colony. Despite these adverse conditions, 

the Virginia Company continued to order settlers to re-occupy abandoned land for fear of losing 

their investment in the colony.  

 

People clustered initially along rivers and navigable creeks, then moved inland as the most 

desirable land was exhausted [Moore 1976 ]. Tobacco and its subsequent profits determined the 

pattern of nearly every aspect of early life in Virginia, encompassing the economy, the cultural 

landscape, and social relations [Kulikoff , 1986; Moore, 1976].  

 

On 18 April 1644, the natives of the Powhatan Confederacy made another attempt to drive the 

colonists back east. The colonists responded by erecting forts at the fall lines of the major rivers, 

including Fort Charles at the falls of the James River. A year later, however, a peace treaty was 

made with the Indians which helped to quell the violence [Hening, 1809-1823].  

 

During the following peaceful time, in the spring of 1656 the Native Americans and English 

formed an uneasy alliance. An aggressive band of Native Americans, and proclaimed enemies of 

the Pumunkeys, the Recahecrean, who were possibly members of the Cherokees, Senecas, or 

Monacans, moved east from the Piedmont and settled on the north side of the James River. The 

Pamunkey and English mounted a joint expedition to force them out [Mouer, 1992].  

 

It is believed that fighting took place in the vicinity of present day Marshall and 31st Streets in 

Richmond. And it is local lore that the voracity of the fighting caused the waterway that drains 

into Gillies Creek, to be named Bloody Run. [Dabney, 1992]. The battle resulted in defeat of the 

Virginians and Pamunkeys.  

 

Additionally, Chief Totopotomoy was killed and Edward Hill of Shirley, commander of the 

militia, was shamed [Mouer, 1992]. 

 

Between 1659 and 1663, Thomas Stegg, Jr acquired 1,800 acres on the south side of the James 

River, on which his home ñFalls Plantationò stood, and 1,280 acres on the north side of the river 

[James et al. 2007:14].  It appears that the rough topography of ñsteep hills and rocky ravinesò led 

him to abandon his land on the north side of the James River [Mouer, 1992].  

 

Following his death in 1671, Steggôs nephew William Byrd inherited the land. Byrd established a 

trading post at the fall line and increased his landholdings to 26,000 acres.  In 1702, William Byrd 

I sold 100 acres to Gilly Gromarrin who lends his name to Gillies Creek. It appears that his land 

was along the James River south of Gillies Creek; a hill in the area has alternatively been called 

Powhatan, Fultonôs, Marrinôs, or Marrian Hill [Mouer, 1992 ]. The flow of Gillies Creek has been 
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altered over time, it is now within a channelized line [Dutton + Associates, LLC, Midlothian, 

Virginia, 2017]. 

 

As population slowly increased in Virginia and the western frontier shifted farther west, settlers 

cleared uplands and drained wetlands for tobacco cultivation [James et al. 2007:15 ]. The early 

eighteenth century landscape along the James River was a haphazard assortment of worn and 

working tobacco fields and frame dwellings; small villages began to form around tobacco 

warehouses [Tyler-McGraw, 1994]. There was a mill at Rocketts Landing and a plantation; 

additional land was leased land to tenants [Willis , n.d.].  

 

The Warehouse Act of 1730 designated the falls of the James River as a required location for a 

tobacco inspector station. This increased the importance of the area and Byrd built a tobacco 

warehouse.  By 1730, Robert Rocketts established a ferry near the confluence of Gillies Creek and 

the James River, across from Falls Plantation and just downstream from the James River fall 

[James et al., 2007]. This area became known as Rocketts Landing.  

 

ñChroniclers speak clearly about the heterogeneous character of Rocketts in this period: Cherokee 

Indians on trading missions, foreign sailors in the street markets and taverns, Germans, Jews, Irish, 

Scots and newly immigrated English all formed important elements in the community. Women 

like Susanna Lewis and Sarah Lester were freed to some extent from the heavy handed patrimony 

of plantation culture. Less visible in the documents, but certainly a substantial presence at the time, 

was a large community of free African Americans. There were many free blacks and an even larger 

community of hired out slaves living under minimal white supervision. These slaves were typically 

hired out to merchants and artisans at the port, sought their own housing, and otherwise lived as 

free men and women, paying a percentage of wages to their owners. In this period the cosmopolitan 

character of Rocketts, and much of Richmond for that matter, separated the city from the 

mainstream of Virginia culture that had developed around plantation patriarchyñ [Mouer, 1992, 

79]. 

 

Seeing the potential of his land flanking the fall line of the river, Colonel William Byrd II had a 

town laid out on east of Shockoe Creek in 1737.  

 

The city grid was laid out in 1737, and in 1742 received town status due to the number of settlers. 

The General Assembly established Richmond formally in May, 1742, noting that it had a 

population of 250 and sported a town commons along the James River. The bill granting the townôs 

new status also allowed a pair of two-day fairs, continuing Richmondôs growing role as a place of 

commerce. What it did not grant was the creation of a local government, leaving Richmond subject 

to Henrico Countyôs legal code. This awkward arrangement meant that the General Assembly 

effectively oversaw the town while the Henrico County Court handled the townôs day-to-day 

affairs [Gottlieb, Matthew, 2020]. 

 

By 1748 every person desiring to operate an ordinary in Virginia had to get the consent of the 

county court to obtain a license, give bond and promise in the said ordinary, ñGood, wholesome, 

and cleanly lodging and diet for travellers, and stablage, fodder, and provender, or pasturage, and 

provender, as the season shall require, for their horses, and shall not suffer or permit any unlawful 

gaming, in his house, nor on the Sabbath day suffer any person to tipple and drink any more than 
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is necessary, then this obligation to be void, otherwise to remain in full force (rates to be set by 

the court). If any ordinary keeper shall demand and take greater prices for any drink, diet, lodging, 

fodder, provender, or pasturage, than by such rates shall be allowed, he or she so offending shall 

forfeit and pay ten shillings for every such offence, to the informer, recoverable with costs, before 

a justice of peace of the county wherein such ordinary shall be.  That if any person shall presume 

to keep a tippling house, or retail liquors, or sell by retail any wine, beer, cider, brandy, rum, or 

other spirits, or any mixture of such liquors, in any house, booth, arbor, stall, or any other place 

whatsoever, without license first obtained as aforesaid, he or she so offending shall forfeit and pay 

ten pounds current money, or on failure of present payment, or security for payment within six 

months, the party so convicted shall, by order of the court before whom such conviction shall be, 

receive on his or her bare back, twenty-one lashes, well laid on, at the public whipping post; that 

if any ordinary keeper shall in his house permit unlawful gaming, or suffer any person or persons 

to tipple in his house, or drink any more than is necessary, on the Lord's day, or any other day, set 

apart by public authority for religious worship, or shall harbour or entertain any seaman, or servant, 

contrary to this act, it shall be lawful for any two justices of peace to suppress such ordinary until 

the next succeeding court" [Hening, W. W., 1823]. 

 

The settlers, according to the act of incorporation, had bought most of the lots laid out as Richmond 

from Byrd and had built improvements on them [Reps, 1972, 269]. This initial plan represents, 

intentionally or unintentionally, Byrdôs desire for a proper British town; the original plan contains 

the regular geometric shape, lot types, and use of commons areas to demarcate city from rural land 

that was then in vogue in eighteenth century British town planning [Cook, 2017].  

 

Tobacco economy was a major impetus for the creation of the town; whether due to its location 

on the Falls or political dealing, Virginia had recently passed an act of legislation requiring a major 

tobacco quality inspection warehouse to be established at Shockoe [Cook, 2017]. 

 

The town developed slowly and experienced its next major expansion in 1768, when a large land 

grant west of Shockoe Creek was sold off in a lottery to pay the gambling debts of Byrd IIôs son, 

William Byrd III.  At the same time, a second land sale south of the river led in 1769 to the 

founding of Manchester, a separate town closely connected with Richmond that was not 

incorporated into the Richmond city limits until 1914 [Reps, 1972].  

 

After Richmond was founded, the political center of Henrico County slowly shifted from Varina 

to Richmond and the townôs importance to political leadership and the tobacco trade expanded 

[Manarin and Dowdey, 1984]. 

 

In addition, a small settlement developed around Gillies Creek and Rocketts ferry; this was outside 

of the original boundaries of Richmond which extended as far east as present day 25th Street 

[Chapman, Virginia, 2018]. 

 

As the town of Richmond grew, Rocketts became a bustling port town itself  [Dutton + Associates, 

LLC, 2017]. 

 

Taverns and ordinaries which were in operation during this period were (e=estimated date): 
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ID NAME (1607-1750) START  END  

1 Richard Leven's Tavern/Ordinary 1717  1809 e 

2 

Abraham Cowley's Ordinary (Also Known As 

Cooleyôs, Coleyôs Ordinary) 1737  1790 e 

3 Bird-In-The-Hand Tavern  1750  1852  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The following taverns and ordinaries which were in operation during this period are located on 

the map shown above : 
 

2  Richard Leven's Tavern/Ordinary (Listed As #1 In The Text), 1  Abraham Cowley's Ordinary, Also Known As 

Cooleyôs, Coleyôs Ordinary (Listed As #2 In The Text), 3  Bird-In-The-Hand Tavern 

 
Richard Leven's Tavern/Ordinary was the first of three taverns in Richmond having been 

established in 1717 on Main Street and 23rd Street.  Other notable of these first establishments 

were Abraham Cowley's Ordinary (also known as Cooleyôs, Coleyôs Ordinary) and the Bird-In-

The-Hand Tavern. 



 

Richmond Memories 
 

82 

 

A detailed description of the Bird-In-The-Hand Tavern indicates that it was a brick, two story 

building which fronted on Main Street. The second floor of the structure had four large windows 

which reached from the floor to the ceiling and each room had a large fireplace. Entrance to the 

second floor was gained by a set of crude stairs without any handrails at the rear of the building 

[Hedges, Anne Rachel, 1993]. 

 

This description of the Bird-In-The-Hand tavern indicates that it was not typical of the commonly 

found structures of this time period: 

 

Beginning in the early 18th century, amongst the English settlers, more refined wooden dwellings 

and other structures began to be sheathed with weatherboards, long sawn boards of softwood, 

either pine or tulip poplar. These boards normally were beaded along their bottom edges to provide 

visual refinement and inhibit splintering at the edges. For most of the gentry class houses, both 

wood-frame and brick, the roofs were covered with wood shingles. The bottom edges of wooden 

shingles were most often rounded to give the appearance of ceramic tiles and to inhibit curling 

from warping. Roof forms for these more upscale structures were gable or hipped. Gambrel roofs 

became fashionable in the second half of the 18th century. Single  or double hung window sashes 

with small glass panes set in thick wooden muntins became the norm. Earlier houses had lead 

casement windows. Until the early 19th century, all window glass in Virginia was imported, 

making glaze sashes a status symbol [Virginia Department of Historic Resources, 2015]. 

 
The taverns and ordinaries which were in operation during this period, are detailed in the pages 

that follow: 
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Richard Leven's Tavern/Ordinary  

 

Summary 

 

Identification Number:  1 (Shown as #2 on the page 81 map) 

In Operation:  1717  to 1809e 

Location:  SE Corner Main Street And 23rd Street - Lot 25 

Lat/Lon:  37.530027 , -77.423087 

Manager(s)/Owner(s):  Richard Leven 

 

General Information 

 

Located on Richmond Hill based on Richard Youngôs, Plan of the City of Richmond (1809) 

[Lennon, Heather Nicole, 2013]. 

 

Richard Levens was one of the first ordinary-keeper in Richmond when he received his license in 

1717, from Henrico County [Lennon, Heather Nicole, 2013]. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Richard Leven's Tavern/Ordinary ï Lot 25 

Plan of the City of Richmond, Bates. 1835 
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Abraham Cowley's Ordinary  (Also Known As Cooleyôs, Coleyôs Ordinary) 

 

Summary 

 

Identification Number:  2 (Shown as #1 on the page 81 map) 

In Operation:  1737  to 1790e 

Location:  SW Corner Main Street And 23rd Street - Lot 24 

Lat/Lon:  37.530145 , -77.423221 

Manager(s)/Owner(s): 1737 - 1769: Abraham Cowley; 1738 -1739: Patrick Burke; 1757- 1767: 

Mary Cowley; 1783: Stephen Tankard; 1793: Charles Cox;  

 

General Information 

 

Located on Richmond Hill based on Richard Youngôs, Plan of the City of Richmond (1809) 

[Lennon, Heather Nicole, 2013]. 

 

Abraham Cowley established the second tavern of record in the city. Cowleyôs Tavern was to 

remain in operation until the turn of the century, although it was not always managed by members 

of the Cowley family. Like Levenôs Tavern, Cowleyôs establishment was located on Twenty-third 

Street, just one block away from Levenôs, on the corner of Main Street. When the Henrico County 

courthouse moved to Richmond, Cowleyôs Tavern was situated only one block away from the new 

building. This fact was advertised by Abraham Cowley, Jr., the son of the original owner, who had 

taken over the management and ownership of the tavern upon his fatherôs death. Cowley, Jr. placed 

an advertisement in Williamsburgôs Virginia Gazette, noting the convenient location of the tavern 

to the courthouse, and proudly remarking on the numerous court-goers who filled his tavern.  In 

the period prior to and during the years of the Revolution, both Leven's and Cowley's Taverns also 

served as way-stations, which catered to the few travelers who ventured as far west as the small 

town of Richmond [Hedges, Anne Rachel, 1993]. 

 

Mary Cowley, who was the wife of Abraham Cowley, owner and manager of Cowley's Tavern, 

appears to have managed the tavern by herself for some years. Mary was issued a license to keep 

ordinary at Richmond Town in March of 1757; May of 1758; November of 1762; again in 1764; 

March of 1765; June of 1766, and June of 1767.  It seems that her husband was absent from the 

tavern for some reason, for in April of 1768, he renewed his tavern keeper's license, and Mary's 

name is no longer seen for renewal of her own license to keep the tavern after this date [Hedges, 

Anne Rachel, 1993]. 

 

Historical References 

 

1775: 21 March 1875, Dind at Cooleyôs Tavern in Richmd. & returnd to Colo. Carys [Washington, 

George, 1775]. The convention spent this dayôs session hearing reports from their seven delegates 

to the First Continental Congress and discussing the proceedings of that congress [Van Schreeven, 

1973].  
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Richmond Enquirer, Volume 19, Number 112, 25 April 1823 
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Bird -In-The-Hand Tavern  

 

Summary 

 

Identification Number:  3 

In Operation:  1750  to 1852 

Location:  NW Corner 25th And Main Street And Foot Of Church Hill, Lot 42 

Lat/Lon:  37.529213 , -77.421373 

Manager(s)/Owner(s):  Old Burgess And His Wife; 1782: John Roper; 1783: Alexander Wilet; 

1786 (March): Shipley Broadus; 1786 (September) : William Holderby; 1792: James Johan; 1795: 

Jacob Abraham 

 

General Information 

 

Located on a numbered lot on Richmond Hill shown on Richard Youngôs, Plan of the City of 

Richmond (1809) [Lennon, Heather Nicole, 2013]. 

 

Some say (i.e. Mordecai) that this was the first Tavern In Richmond.  The record (United States 

Works Progress Administration), however, shows otherwise [Garnett, 1936]. 

 

The Bird-In-The-Hand Tavern, located "at the foot of Church Hill",  was advertised to the public 

as being equipped with every necessary outbuilding as well as a garden which would provide fresh 

food when in season. A detailed description of the tavern indicates that it was a brick, two story 

building which fronted on Main Street. The second floor of the structure had four large windows 

which reached from the floor to the ceiling and each room had a large fireplace. Entrance to the 

second floor was gained by a set of crude stairs without any handrails at the rear of the building. 

This tavern was well known during its day, and although it had fallen into disrepair for a time in 

the middle of the twentieth century, its name and location have lived on into the twentieth century 

[Hedges, Anne Rachel, 1993]. 

 

The first Jew to settle in Shockoe Bottom (which pretty much was 18th century Richmond) was 

Isaiah Isaacs, who emigrated from Germany [Ezekiel, Herbert T., Lchtenstein, Gaston, 1917]. 

 

He and a business partner, Jacob I. Cohen, also German-born, opened Richmond's first tavern, the 

Bird-In-The-Hand, at the corner of what is now Main and 25th Street. These businessmen 

eventually accumulated extensive real estate holdings in Powhatan and Louisa counties, the 

Dismal Swamp and on the frontier in Kentucky where they employed Daniel Boone in 1781 to 

survey 5,000 acres of property. Isaacs, apparently slow to learn English, presented Boone receipts 

signed in Yiddish [Ezekiel, Herbert T., Lchtenstein, Gaston, 1917]. 

 

By 1785 the duo had opened Cohen & Isaacs, which was also known as (and called by the 

proprietors themselves) the Jews Store. The product mix included pots, pans, fabrics, drugs and 

even artificial flowers [Ezekiel, Herbert T., Lchtenstein, Gaston, 1917]. 
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Both Isaacs and Cohen served on Richmond's Common Hall (the predecessor of City Council 

today). Cohen was also a trustee of Masons Hall, the 18th century lodge where members still meet 

at 1807 E. Franklin Street [Ezekiel, Herbert T., Lchtenstein, Gaston, 1917]. 

 

How widely known these Jewish merchants became may be gathered from an advertisement in the 

Virginia Gazette (January, 1787) , wherein the subscriber respectfully begged leave to inform the 

public that he had opened a lodging house next door to Messrs. Cohen & Isaacs. At the foot of 

Church Hill stood a óóNoted Tavern,ò named Bird-In-The-Hand. If not Richmondôs first hotel, it 

was a close claimant for that honor. On 22 March 1787, its owners, Cohen & Isaacs, advertised 

for an occupant [Ezekiel, Herbert T., Lchtenstein, Gaston, 1917]. 

 

Hard to realize today is the fact that on 31 January, 1791, this firm received a human being, a 

negro man Charlie, about twenty-four years of age, as security for a debt. Nevertheless, Isaiah 

Isaacs did not entirely reconcile himself to the institution of slavery. On 11 May, 1799, he 

emancipated a negro woman, Lucy, about forty years of age. His will states expressly his feeling 

upon the subject. When Cohen & Isaacs dissolved partnership, the document was written in 

Hebrew script and deposited with the other records. A translation of this extraordinary exhibit in 

a Virginia court follows [Ezekiel, Herbert T., Lchtenstein, Gaston, 1917]: 

 

ñOn this 26th October, 1792, have I, Jacob I. Cohen, and Isaiah Isaacs, partners for these many 

years, come to the following resolutions and divided the following lots, Houses and negroes. ñI, 

Isaiah Isaacs, do agree that Jacob I. Cohen is to have the House and whole lot on the Hill adjoining 

Mr. Southgate, No. 750 and the lot with the House on the Main street at present occupied by Mr. 

Bennett, adjoining Mr. Cooleyôs at the East, and on the west adjoining Mr. Isaacs, called the Red 

house, and so all the way back the whole double lot, and likewise the lot behind Cooleyôs, and the 

Blue House in the cross street belonging to Todd, after the lease is out, and the following negroes, 

Dick, Bet and her two children Fanny and Shadrach and little Liosò. 

 

ñAnd I, Jacob I. Cohen, do agree that Mr. Isaiah Isaacs is to have the House and whole lot at the 

corner of Church Hill, formerly called the Bird-In-The-Hand adjoining William Whiteôs lot, 

likewise the small house adjoining the Court House at the West, with the adjoining house called 

the Red House to the end of the Red House chimney, and so all the way back adjoining Jacob I. 

Cohenôs line through the lower lot likewise one lot near the Poplar Spring No. opposite Couchôs 

lot, two negro children, Brother and Sister, Jim and Rachel; Luce and her child Polly, and Hannah. 

In witness that the above agreement is with mutual consent of we both partners, we set our Hands 

and Seals. In presence of Witnessò: 

 

ñMarcus Elcan, ñIsaiah Isaacs, (Seal)ò 

ñIsrael I. Cohen. ñJacob I. Cohen, (Seal)ò 

 

Mordecai wrote, ñThe oldest public house in Richmond was ñthe Bird-In-The-Handò on Main 

street, at the foot of Church hill, lately a ruinous hovel, but now embellished with a new front of 

brick-bats [Mordecai, 1860].  The sign on the door of the tavern illustrated a gentleman dressed in 

a black frock coat and top hat holding a bird in his upturned hand. The lettering beneath this image 

read, ñA bird in the hand is worth two in the bushò.  Samuel Mordecai fondly remembered the 

tavern as well as its tavern keepers. Referring to the establishmentôs keepers, Mordecai wrote ñThe 
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oldest in my day were old Burgess and his wife, round and rosy, of that ancientest of inns óThe 

Bird-In-The-Hand,ô at the foot of Church Hillñ. [Lennon, Heather Nicole, 2013]. 

 

Dr. Thomas P. Atkinson also mentioned the Bird-In-The-Hand when he published 

ñReminiscencesò of his trips to Richmond in 1810, 1811, and 1812. In reference to the tavernôs 

location, Atkinson wrote, ñI must not omit the old Bird-in-the-Hand Tavern, which was located 

on the north side of Main, and near where it corners with the street leading by St. Johnôs Church, 

on Church Hillò [Lennon, Heather Nicole, 2013]. 

 

Although Dr. Atkinson noted that a tavern was once defined as ña place where wine is sold and 

drinkers are entertained,ò he acknowledged that this definition should be modified for the Bird-In-

The-Hand. Dr. Atkinson stated, ñIf we were to substitute óardent spiritsô for wine, óthe Bird-In-

The-Handô might be deemed to have been more deserving the name of tavern than of hotel or inn, 

as it was an establishment at whose bar drinkers ómost did congregate.ôò In its prime, the Bird-In-

The-Hand was a highly venerated tavern where Richmond men frequently flocked [Lennon, 

Heather Nicole, 2013]. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Richmond Enquirer, 11 Apr 1806, Fri, Page 1 

 
Bird-In-The-Hand Tavern is shown in an 1798 Virginia Mutual policy with a value of $ 500 . The 

policy holder was Isaiah Issac [Mutual Assurance Society, 1796ï1867, Richmond]. 

 
In 1936 the following information was determined by the United States Works Progress 

Administration [Garnett, 1936]: 

 

Class: Tavern 

Building date: ca. 1750 

Number of stories: 3 

Building material: Brick 

Location: 25th and Main St., Richmond, Va. 

Once the principal tavern in Richmond, it is now a boarding house. 

 

Historical References 

 

1787:  Bird-In-The-Hand Tavern, in the city of Richmond. ñHe intends supplying oyster and 

beefsteak suppers during the seasonò [Virginia Independent Chronicle, 10-10-1787, P4]. 
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Chapter 8 

 

Colony To Nation Period (1751 ï 1789) 
 

 

Taverns in Richmond, Virginia, flourished during this period because of a number of factors. 

 

The establishment of the Henrico County Courthouse at the site of the city was the first important 

event which placed Richmond in a new position of prominence and encouraged travelers to visit 

the city. Originally, the court building was located in Varina on the James River, below the site of 

Richmond. However. when the new court building was erected in Richmond in 1752, local 

residents needed to travel into Richmond to conduct legal business at the new court rather than 

appear at the old one in Varina [Hedges, Anne Rachel, 1993]. 

 

The second important event was the relocation of the state capital from Williamsburg to Richmond 

in 1780, during the Revolutionary War. Moving the capital away from tidewater Williamsburg 

further into the interior of the state was prompted by a concern to protect state documents, as well 

as the members of the state legislature, from possible British advances up the peninsula. With a 

new demand for lodging and meeting space for members of the legislature, many enterprising men, 

such as Serafina Formicola, who had been the proprietor of a Williamsburg tavern, saw the 

opportunity to establish a profitable business in the new capital [Hedges, Anne Rachel, 1993]. 

 

A third reason, and perhaps most important reason for the increasing growth of Richmond during 

the late eighteenth century was the city's expanding merchant class. Richmond was an important 

inland port, located at the head on the navigable portion of the James River. Located centrally 

between the coastal tidewater region and the rapidly expanding interior to the west, Richmond's 

merchants were in a position to expand their trading business both to the east and to the west. With 

increased mercantile activity in the city, the entire circle of commerce, from producers to middle 

men to interested buyers, all travelled to Richmond to trade with the city's merchants [Hedges, 

Anne Rachel, 1993]. 

 

In 1755, when Joshua Fry published his well-known map of the most inhabited parts of Virginia, 

they depicted Richmond as a settled town between Shockoe Creek to the west and Gillies Creek 

to the east. By 1752, the early success of Richmond was exemplified by its selection as the seat of 

Henrico County, replacing the earlier location at Varina  [Dutton + Associates, LLC, 2017].  

 

The plateau on top of Shockoe Hill  was laid out in streets in 1768 and the approximately 90 full 

squares, each containing four 1/2 acre lots, and 16 half squares. This new town called Shockoe, 

part of the lands of William Byrd III, was incorporated into the city in the following year [Urban 

Scale Richmond, 5 May 2015, Richmond]. 

 

The arrival of the Stamp Act in Virginia in 1765 caused taverns to erupt with discussions over the 

rights and liberties of the American colonists. As the decade progressed, taverns provided spaces,  

 



 

Richmond Memories 
 

90 

 

some of the few public spaces large enough for gatherings of revolutionaries to discuss and, 

eventually, plan for political action against Great Britain. As tensions rose between Great Britain 

and the American colonies, taverns served as natural settings where new political affiliations could 

be tried. While Virginians questioned their support for northern colonies, tavern discussions during 

the period of the imperial crisis often focused on the right to political action. If politics had been 

just one of many topics found in tavern conversations in earlier decades, after the passing of the 

Stamp Act in 1764, it became a far more prevalent subject within tavern culture [Gilbert, Ashley, 

2016]. 

 

Taverns aided in the spread of news and information throughout the colonies, as travelers were 

often main sources of information, particularly information that had not yet (or would not)  appear 

in newspapers. Tavern keepers and regular patrons engaged travelers in discussions for 

information about the state of affairs within the colony and in many recorded cases, colonists 

expressed their sympathies with the coloniesô cause [Gilbert, Ashley, 2016]. 

 

The traveler found that within a couple of weeks after Patrick Henry had presented his Virginia 

Resolves to the General Assembly, news had already spread and resistance to the Stamp Act 

formed. In an era when official news traveled slowly, tavern keepers obtained and circulated 

information via discussions with their patrons over current affairs; news like this contributed to 

emerging popular anger and the possibilities for collective action. The combination of alcohol and 

mutual egging on bolstered the resolve of patriots into collective action. Virginiaôs public houses 

became the stage on which collective action unfolded [Gilbert, Ashley, 2016]. 

 

Taverns further became a place to try out new political affiliations, particularly in the form of 

toasts and balls. As in other colonies, the populace had long used toasts and balls to express their 

loyalties to the King and celebrate their participation in the British Empire. Yet as conflicts over 

taxation arose, the common practice of toasting throughout the English Atlantic evolved to fit the 

shifting political views of frustrated Virginians. ñIn these sentiments,ò historian Richard Hooker 

had contended, ñAmericans were reminded of their heritage of freedom, inspired by glimpses of 

their glorious future, credited with the noblest of  characteristics, and encouraged to think and act 

as one people, as a nation entrusted with a sacred missionò. Toasts in taverns served as another 

outlet in which colonists could express new political affiliations or express protest. Colonists had 

long congregated in taverns for balls and dinners in honor of the Kingôs birthday, to honor the day 

he had ascended the throne, and to welcome new royal governors to the city. Beginning after the 

Stamp Act in 1764, the celebrations that occurred within taverns began to shift away from loyal 

sentiments toward more critical and even rebellious affairs [Gilbert, Ashley, 2016]. 

 

Providing a public space for delegates, freeholders, and the general public to meet, taverns grew 

in political importance and became central to fostering patriotic sentiments in Virginia during the 

Revolutionary era. Public houses assumed political prominence as many influential people, 

committees, and associations used them as meeting places to shape public opinion and spread 

revolutionary ideas separate from royally-appointed officials. By placing public houses at the 

center of discussions concerning the coloniesô relationship to Great Britain, the importance of 

taverns emerges in a new sense. Taverns not only provided lodging travelers, but also helped to 

foster collective action that would eventually draw the colonyôs inhabitants into a fight for liberties 

[Gilbert, Ashley, 2016]. 
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In 1780, when Richmond became a city, the majority of residents lived east of Shockoe Creek on 

the grid established by William Byrd in the 1730s. The village consisted of a cluster of houses 

near what is now the 17th Street Market, one at 22nd Street, and St. Johnôs Church, which sat by 

itself on top of Church Hill. Construction on the Capitol began in 1785 and a string of inns and 

taverns in the area followed soon after [Virginia Department of Historic Resources, 2006]. 

 

The plateau to the west on Shockoe Hill  was laid out in streets in 1768 on the lands of William 

Byrd III and was incorporated into the city as the Town of Shockoe in the following year [Urban 

Scale Richmond, 5 May 2015, Richmond]. 

 

The development on Shockoe Hill  was slow to develop, but the area at the top of the hill attracted 

some merchants and overnight lodging at the top of the old ñCounty Roadò that entered Richmond 

from the east at Gillies Creek and connected the town to points east and west  [Urban Scale 

Richmond, 5 May 2015, Richmond]. 

 

Maps show that the narrow, curving way that traversed Henrico from east to west (probably begun 

as an Indian path) climbed the bluff from Shockoe Creek to the top of the hill. It continued to the 

west in a path that roughly approximated H Street (later known as Broad Street), but did not strictly 

obey the official guidelines of the grid [Urban Scale Richmond, 5 May 2015]. 

 

The tract of undeveloped land to the north and east of the County Road was known as Watsonôs 

Tenement. It had been leased by Philip Watson, merchant, from William Byrd III and the lease 

appears to have been renewed in 1757.  It then comprised 128 acres and included, according to the 

lease of 1757, a brick dwelling ñwhere the said Philip now dwelleth,ò a brick store, and a frame 

granary. It seems likely that the brick house was the same as the one 1/2 story dwelling that later 

served as the Council House and the town residence of Col. John Mayo  [Urban Scale Richmond, 

5 May 2015, Richmond]. 
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Thomas Turpin purchased Watsons Tenement from William Byrd III ( probably recorded in the 

General Court and now lost) as noted in a deed of 1783, when Turpin sold 93 1/2 acres, the 

remainder of the tenement after the sale of lots on the hill, to his son, Dr. Philip Turpin [Urban 

Scale Richmond, 5 May 2015, Richmond]. 

 

The western section of the tract that was occupied by Watson was left blank on the plat of Shockoe 

that was made in 1768, north of Broad between Eighth and Twelfth Street. This section, later 

known as Turpins Addition and Court End, was laid out in lots and incorporated into the city by 

Thomas Turpin in 1780 [Urban Scale Richmond, 5 May 2015, Richmond]. 

 

The undeveloped remainder of Watsons Tenement ran east down to Shockoe Creek. The southern 

portion of this sloping land, containing Watsons brick residence, had been considerably improved 

and was valued by a jury at 4,000 pound sterling. The other half, to the north, where the Quesnay 

Academy,  Richmond Theatre, Baptist Meeting House, Medical College, City Jail, and Lancastrian 

School were to stand, was considered less valuable, assessed at only 1,000 pound strling [Urban 

Scale Richmond, 5 May 2015, Richmond]. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Three Lots Extending West From 15th Street Were The Site Of The Residence Of James 

 Goodwin In 1807. The Irregular Lot On Which The City Jail (1830) And The Lancastrian 

 School (1816) Are Shown Was Public Land, 1835 Bates Map, 1835 

 

 

The irregularity of Watsons Tenement as it sloped down from the eastern margin of the Shockoe 

Hill  plateau meant that it was slow to be incorporated into the citys official grid. Probably as a 

result, parcels of land at the top of the hill were available for use by public institutions like schools 

(the Academy of Monsieur Quesnay and the Medical College), a theater (the Richmond Theatre 
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and the later Monumental Church), and churches (the Baptist Meeting House) [Urban Scale 

Richmond , 5 May 2015, Richmond]. 

At some point, the city acquired a larger tract of between two and three acres spanning Franklin 

Street along the west side of the creek for civic purposes, including the eventual construction of 

the City Jail. Missing city records mean that it is difficult to say in what decade the city acquired 

the section from the Turpin heirs. Minutes of the Common Hall are missing from May of 1795 

until January of 1808 and no mention of the acquisition is recorded in the deed books. The 

notorious sites associated with the practice of slavery, such as Lumpkins Jail were located on the 

part of Watsons Tenement along the creek to the south of Broad Street [Urban Scale Richmond, 

5 May 2015, Richmond]. 

 

Shockoe Hill  was transformed by the arrival of state government. The 1779 act that relocated the 

capital to Richmond from Williamsburg authorized the Directors of Public Building to find a 

location for the government buildings in the ñopen and airy partò of the city. Two locations were 

proposed by the major landowners in two bluff-top locations: Shockoe Hill and Richmond 

(Church) Hill  [Urban Scale Richmond, 5 May 2015, Richmond]. 

 

When the seat of government was moved to Richmond there were few taverns, but as the number 

of visitors increased new taverns were opened. These were the gathering places for citizens and 

politicians; here the great questions of the day were discussed [Christian, W. Asbury, 1912]. 

 

In the following year the General Assembly authorized the appropriation of a site on Shockoe Hill  

for a new four-part government complex including a ñCapitolò for the legislature, a ñHalls of 

Justiceò for the courts, a ñState Houseò for the executive boards and committees, and a residence 

for the governor. Richard Adams, owner of much of the land on Richmond Hill, thought that he 

had Jeffersonôs promise and broke off his friendship when his proposal of twelve lots for the public 

buildings on Richmond Hill was rejected [Urban Scale Richmond, 5 May 2015, Richmond]. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                 Jefferson Layout For The Three Capitol Squares, 1780 
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The process of valuing the land to be requisitioned for public use on Shockoe Hill  began in 1783. 

The present site of Capitol Square seems to have been considered from the first, but two tracts that 

were also considered for taking comprised an area of thirty acres that was part of the former 

Watson Tenement  [Urban Scale Richmond, 5 May 2015, Richmond]. 

 

This parcel belonged to Horatio Turpin and his brother Dr. Philip Turpin, sons of Thomas Turpin, 

Thomas Jeffersonôs uncle. It was located on Council Chamber Hill, to the east of the County Road 

(Governor Street). Owing to the loss of records, including those pertaining to the General Court in 

Williamsburg, where the Byrds recorded most of their transactions, the history of the property is 

vague  [Urban Scale Richmond, 5 May 2015, Richmond]. 

 

As we have seen, the Turpins acquired Watsonôs Tenement in its entirety after the lease was 

vacated, well before 1779. It was in that year that Thomas Jefferson, during his term as governor, 

occupied a house near the corner of Thirteenth and Broad Streets belonging to Thomas Turpin  

[Urban Scale Richmond, 5 May 2015, Richmond]. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1768 Plat Of The Town Of Shockoe As Found Among Jefferson's Papers With 

 Undifferentiated Grid Pattern. The Pre-Existing Tenements (Including The Very Large  

Extent Of Watson's Tenement) And Lots Along Shockoe Creek Are Shown At The Right   

 

Horatio Turpin, deemed the ñowner of the lots most valuable for public use, ñoffered the thirty 

acres on the Council Chamber Hill for sale to the state and, for free, two 1/2 acres of land that 

were part of the tract.  It included the compact brick building identified as ñthe house now used by 

the executive, òknown as the ñcouncil chamberò. This was offered to the state as the site for the 

governorôs house [Journal of the House of Delegates, 27 June 1783].   

 

This parcel, later the home of  John Mayo, would have made an excellent and scenic location for 

the executive mansion. It was later proposed as the site of a villa for the Mayos by B. Henry 

Latrobe. 
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Other lots were valued as well from 1781 to 1784. These included all the lots that would make up 

Capitol Square. Most of these were empty of buildings, but at least two lots on the immediate site 

of the Capitol contained buildings.  

 

John Gunn had built two houses, occupied by himself and a tenant, on lots 391 and 404. In addition 

two lots near the future site of the Governorôs Mansion, owned independently by cooper John 

Ligon and merchant Zachariah Rowland, included valuable buildings. The large frame house on 

lot 357, owned by Rowland, was used for the next twenty years, with increasing levels of 

dissatisfaction, to house the governor and his family  [Urban Scale Richmond, 5 May 2015, 

Richmond]. 

 

This dwelling was close to the County Road, which it faced, and was sited well below the level of 

Capitol Square.  Since, according to the 1782 tax lists, Rowland had arrived in Richmond no earlier 

than 1780, and was not registered with this lot in 1782, it seem likely that someone else had it built 

at an earlier date (lot numbers are missing for this ward in the tax list)  [Urban Scale Richmond, 5 

May 2015, Richmond]. 

 

The general location was finalized in 1784, when the unitary Capitol building, designed to house 

all the functions of government, was commenced at the center of the square. The Directors of the 

Public Buildings decided not to use the thirty acre site purchased from Turpin, and the legislature 

returned the land, for which he had not been paid  [Urban Scale Richmond, 5 May 2015, 

Richmond]. 

 

The state kept the two acre Council Chamber part of the site and traded it for another portion of 

the tract just across the County Road from the governorôs house. This lot was already in use as a 

garden, presumably for vegetables to supply the governorôs table and to provide an attractive 

setting across from his front door [Urban Scale Richmond, 5 May 2015, Richmond]. 

 

The year 1787 opened disastrously for the young city at the Falls of the James. The inhabitants 

peacefully were sleeping on Monday morning, January 9th, when between 3 and 4 o'clock the 

shrill cry of fire awoke them from their slumbers. They rushed to the streets to find the flames 

devouring the very heart of the city. The frame house occupied by Mrs. Julia Hartshorne first 

caught fire, then it spread to Anderson's Tavern, and to Byrd's Warehouse, destroying seventy 

hogshead of tobacco, and to other houses, until forty or fifty stores, dwellings and other houses 

were destroyed in the short time of three hours. The frame Capitol and Treasury were threatened 

and the papers and money had to be moved, but they were saved. The bucket brigade fought 

valiantly, but the fire was not checked until two houses in the path of the devouring flames were 

pulled down. The damage was appalling to the town, which had not recovered from the ravages 

of the late war. It amounted to nearly a half million dollars. Many were rendered destitute and 

others were reduced to ruin by the unprecedented loss. [Christian, W. Asbury, 1912]. 

 

Later in the year Turpin was informed that ñthe public had no occasion for the use of any part òof 

his land, ñexcept two acres  for the purpose of having buildings erected thereon for the residence 

of the Governor which buildings had they been erected, would have greatly enhanced the value of 

your petitionerôs property lying adjacentò [Urban Scale Richmond, 5 May 2015, Richmond]. 
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Turpin petitioned in 1791 for redress for the loss of value to his property [Richmond City 

Legislative Petition, 11 Nov. 1791, Library of Virginia]. He continued to sue for relief until well 

into the nineteenth century, finally receiving compensation for the loss of the two acres in 1809.  

Meanwhile he had sold the remainder of the Council Chamber tract to Col. John Mayo in 1789 

[Urban Scale Richmond, 5 May 2015, Richmond]. 

 

The Turpin tract was entirely in the hands of Philip Turpin by 1775. He had laid out the flat part 

at the top of the hill in lots conforming to the adjacent grid pattern by that date, when he sold lots 

no. 781 and 782 to James Monroe [Richmond City, DB 1:43]. 

 

The land on Council Chamber Hill and sloping down to the Shockoe Creek he sold in larger 

unnumbered tracts.  As we have seen, these less likely tracts became acceptable sites for public 

and civic uses. In 1786 he sold a lot to the trustees of the Quesnay Academy [Richmond City DB 

1:119], which would, after the Richmond Theatre burned, become the site of Monumental Church 

[Urban Scale Richmond, 5 May 2015, Richmond]. 

 

At that time he guaranteed that Broad Street (ñthe main street of Shockoe Hillò) should be extended 

along the entire frontage of the Academy lot. The Baptists acquired a lot east of the Academy  

[Urban Scale Richmond, 5 May 2015, Richmond]. 

  

The eastern edge of Shockoe Hill  became a prominent location for civic and academic buildings. 

In the late 1790s it was proposed as the site for a great new Episcopal Church which would have 

effectively replaced Henrico Parish Church (St. John's) on Church Hill [Urban Scale Richmond, 5 

May 2015, Richmond]. 

 

This church was proposed for an extremely prominent location on axis with (in the center of) 

Broad Street, appropriate for the position of an established church, a position still held in some 

contention for the descendent of the Church of England. The church, seen roughly sketched in on 

a plan of the area drawn by architect B. H. Latrobe, was never built, nor was Latrobe's famous 

hotel/theater combination [Urban Scale Richmond, 5 May 2015, Richmond]. 

 

Throughout the Colonial Period, land to the east, adjacent to Richmond, consisted of a few 

middling to large plantations. As trade and population of the region grew, large landowners, 

subdivided their land into half acre parcels and Rocketts Landing continued to transition away 

from the plantation economy [Gottlieb, 2005].  

 

The growing town of Richmond were nearly destroyed in May 1771 when the James River 

flooded, destroying buildings and tobacco alike and demonstrating the fragility of the community 

and the strength of the waterways at the time [Christian 1912; TCC 1989]. Gillies Creek drained 

an area of approximately 16 square miles into the James River. Most of Rocketts Landing lies 

within the 100 year flood plain [Mouer, 1992].  

 

This flood may have spurred those with the means to move to higher land in the late eighteenth 

and early nineteenth centuries leaving the low-lying land of Rocketts Landing to stores, 

warehouses, and tenements [Mouer, 1992]. Richmond, especially Rocketts, at this time was 
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described as a crudely made ñshabby looking village of log houses, with wooden chimneysò [TCC, 

1989].  

 

The Port of Rocketts handled ocean-going ships by 1771 and by 1788 Virginiaôs General 

Assembly recognized it as one of five James River ports. While tobacco and shipping were 

certainly the most significant industries of Rocketts it was by no means the only industry, there 

were lumber, hemp, and auction houses; mills, a rope walk, and a tavern; and even an illegal 

gambling establishment [VHLCS, 1974].  

 

With the importance of maritime navigation in the Rocketts Landing and Richmond area, rope 

works played an essential role in the regionôs history. The Chatham Rope Yard was established 

on Shockoe Hill  and in 1772 the Richmond Ropewalk was set up at Rocketts Landing on the east 

side of Gillies Creek. Producing both rope and sailcloth, it proved essential to the nationôs reliance 

on waterborne navigation and commercial success. The growing importance of the town increased 

significantly with the relocation of the colonyôs capital from Williamsburg to Richmond in 1780, 

assuring Richmondôs permanence in Virginia as it continued to grow as a center of commerce and 

trade [TCC, 1989; James et al., 2007]. 

 

With this change, the population of Richmond quickly swelled from 684 in 1780 to over 1,000 the 

following year, attracting politicians, lawyers, clerks, printers, shoemakers, tailors, and white, free 

black, and slave artisans [Historic Richmond Foundation 1989; Works Progress 1940; Tyler-

McGraw, 1994].  

 

Also contributing to the townôs importance was a transportation project undertaken in the 1780s. 

This major infrastructure project was the construction of a canal on the north side of the river 

leading past the fall line; a massive undertaking first conceived of by George Washington that 

would connect to a larger system of canals and eventually meet the Ohio River.  

 

With increasing development in the new capital came excessive silting of the James River at the 

confluence of Shockoe Creek making it difficult for ships to reach Shockoe Landing and the 

tobacco warehouses there.  In 1781, Virginiaôs House of Delegates petitioned to establish a 

tobacco inspection station further down the James River at Rocketts Landing. Wealthy landowner 

Charles Lewis, a member of the Gromarrin family by marriage, constructed the warehouse on his 

property at Dock and Peach Streets [James et al., 2007].  

 

This area proved to be the best place for oceangoing vessels to dock, just downstream from the 

developing Kanawha Canal [Gottlieb, 2009].  

 

Rocketts attracted a significant amount of the local tobacco trade which led to the creation of 

ancillary businesses including chandleries, liveries, blacksmiths, warehouses for merchants, 

taverns and hotels, and small retail shops [Mouer, 1992]. The City of Richmond was officially 

incorporated in 1782.  

 

At the onset of the American Revolution, Richmond had a population of approximately 1,800 

citizens, half of whom were slaves. With the coming of the war, many of the men in town did their 

patriotic duty by enlisting and leaving Richmond. In this weakened state, the war came to the town 
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in January, 1781 when British Brig. Gen. Benedict Arnold sailed up the James River [Mouer, 

1992].   

 

Arnold and his troops encamped at the Ropewalk in Rocketts Landing. From there he marched his 

troops into the city and burned many of its public and private buildings, as well as a large quantity 

of tobacco [Mouer, 1992].   

 

In April , 1781, Gen. Lafayette and his troops also encamped at the Ropewalk in Rocketts Landing 

[Mouer, 1992].  

 

The large number of the militia prevented an approaching attack from British Gen. William 

Phillips crossing the James River from Manchester. Finally in June, 1781, Gen. Charles Cornwallis 

occupied Richmond and destroyed tobacco, stores, and supplies [TCC, 1989]. The ropewalk was 

partially burned by an arsonist in 1783 but repairs were made and operations were able to continue 

[Ward and Greer, 1977].  

 

The importance of Richmond continued to grow with transportation improvements. Towards the 

end of the eighteenth century, transportation in the central Virginia region greatly improved by 

means of the use of steamboats up the James River (1784), the creation of a long transportation 

route known as the Southern Stage (1786), and opening of the first Mayo bridge across the James 

River (1788) [Sanford, 1975:68 ]. These transportation developments opened the city even more 

to its surrounding agricultural fields and allowed its economy to expand  [Dutton + Associates, 

LLC, 2017].  

 

Taverns and ordinaries which were in operation during this period were (e=estimated date): 

 

 

ID NAME (1751 ï 1789) START  END  

1 Richard Levenôs Ordinary 1717  1809 e 

2 

Abraham Cowley's Ordinary (Also Known As Cooleyôs, 

Coleyôs Ordinary) 1737  1790 e 

3 Bird-In-The-Hand Tavern  1750  1852  
4 Richmond Tavern (Later Named City Tavern) 1760 e 1766  

5 

City Tavern (Also Known As Galt's Tavern, First Named 

Richmond Tavern) 1766  1858  
6 Tanner's Tavern 1770  1775 e 

7 Gunn's Tavern 1775  1780 e 

8 Mrs. Younghusband's Tavern 1775  1811  

9 

Anderson's Tavern (Also Known As Robert Anderson's 

Tavern) 1786  1788  
10 Richard's Tavern (Also Known As Sign Of The Horse) 1779  1819 e 

11 Hogg's Tavern (Also Known As Old Tavern) 1779  1796  
12 Coulby's Tavern (Later Named Tankard's Tavern) 1780  1782  
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13 Neapolitian Tavern (Also Known As Formicola's Tavern) 1774  1790  

14 

Swan Tavern (Also Known As St. Tammany's Tavern or 

Boxley's Hotel And Later Named Broad Street Hotel) 1781  1849  
15 Tankard's Tavern (First Named Coulby's Tavern) 1787  1800  

16 Roper's Tavern (Also Known As John Roper's Tavern) 1782  1799 e 

17 Falling Gardens 1782  1809  
18 William Pennock's Tavern 1783  1784  

19 Mann's Tavern 1783 e 1793 e 

20 Miller's Old Tavern  1784  1794 e 

21 Crouch's Tavern (Also Known As Virginia Inn) 1784  1818  

22 

Lockleyôs Tavern (Also known as Rocketts Landing 

Tavern) 
1785 e 1790 e 

23 Rawling's Tavern (Later Named The Rising Sun) 1787  1794  

24 Eagle Tavern (Later Named Eagle Hotel In 1832) 1787  1839  

25 

Mrs. Gilbert's Coffee House (Later Named Union And 

Then Globe Tavern) 1788  1802  
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The following taverns and ordinaries which were in operation during this period are located on 

the map shown above : 
 

2  Richard Leven's Tavern/Ordinary (Listed As #1 In The Text), 1  Abraham Cowley's Ordinary, Also Known As 

Cooleyôs, Coleyôs Ordinary (Listed As #2 In The Text), 3  Bird-In-The-Hand Tavern, 4  Richmond Tavern (Later 

Named City Tavern), 5  City Tavern (Also Known As Galt's Tavern, First Named Richmond Tavern) 6  Tanner's 

Tavern, 7  Gunn's Tavern, 8  Mrs. Younghusband's Tavern, 9  Anderson's Tavern (Also Known As Robert 

Anderson's Tavern), 10  Richard's Tavern (Also Known As Sign Of The Horse), 11  Hogg's Tavern (Also Known 

As Old Tavern), 12  Coulby's Tavern (Later Named Tankard's Tavern), 13  Neapolitian Tavern (Also Known As 

Formicola's Tavern), 14  Swan Tavern (Also Known As St. Tammany's Tavern or Boxley's Hotel And Later Named 

Broad Street Hotel), 15  Tankard's Tavern (First Named Coulby's Tavern), 16  Roper's Tavern (Also Known As 

John Roper's Tavern), 17  Falling Gardens, 18  William Pennock's Tavern, 19  Mann's Tavern, 20  Miller's Old 

Tavern, 21  Crouch's Tavern (Also Known As Virginia Inn), 22  Lockley's Tavern, 23  Rawling's Tavern (Later 

Named The Rising Sun), 24  Eagle Tavern (Later Named Eagle Hotel In 1832. Destroyed By Fire 12/29/1838), 25  

Mrs. Gilbert's Coffee House (Later Named Union And Then Globe Tavern) 

 

The following taverns and ordinaries in operation during the COLONY TO NATION (1751 ï

1789) period were first established during an earlier period and can be found in the previous 

Chapter. 

 

¶ Richard Leven's Tavern/Ordinary, Identification Number: 1 

¶ Abraham Cowley's Ordinary (Also Known As Cooleyôs, Coleyôs Ordinary), 

Identification Number: 2 

¶ Bird-In-The-Hand Tavern, Identification Number: 3 

 

The first of the twenty-two taverns established during this period was Richmond Tavern (later 

named City Tavern) having been established in 1760 on the NW Corner Main Street And 19th 

Street, 1880 E. Main Street - Lot 30.  This tavern would be known by  the name of City Tavern 

(also known as Galt's Tavern) by 1766. Included in this time period was the establishment of many 

well-known taverns such as the Neapolitian Tavern (also known as Formicola's Tavern), Swan 

Tavern (also known as St. Tammany's Tavern or Boxley's Hotel and Later Named Broad Street 

Hotel), the Eagle Tavern, and Mrs. Gilbert's Coffee House (later named Union and then Globe 

Tavern).  The total number of taverns in operation during this time period was twenty-five 

(includes three from the previous period which were still in business). 

 

The description of the City Tavern indicates that it was typical of the commonly found wooden 

structures of this time period.  Many of the taverns of this time period are of like construction. 

 

City Tavern, also known as Galtôs Tavern, housed in a frame building on the northwest corner of 

Main and 19th Streets. This popular tavern was kept by Gabriel Galt. Like most city taverns, this 

building had a prominent porch along the front from which residents could take in the street life. 

The porch doesnôt show up in the view below, made years after the hotel had ceased to operate. It 

does show arch-headed doors and windows and a dentil cornice, marks of an important building 

in the mid eighteenth century. The building also appears to have been expanded from a 

conventional dwelling form to accommodate more guests [Urban Scale Richmond, Taverns of 

Richmond, Richmond, 2018]. 
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City Tavern 

 

By the end of this period the more prosperous taverns, such as the Eagle, were constructed of brick. 

The Eagle Tavern came into existence in 1787. A large three storied brick building housed this 

tavern, extending along Main Street, between Twelfth and Thirteenth Streets. Over the next twenty 

years, its fame, prestige, and financial success enabled the owners to add many additions to this 

early structure. New wings were added to the tavern, and better stables were eventually added 

sometime between 1813 and 1817.  The tavern, which often held dances and balls, was noted for 

its smooth floors, well suited for this social activity. The tavern was also an easily found landmark 

in the city as the owners had a huge placard painted with the "Sign of the Eagle" hung at the front 

of the tavern [Hedges, Anne Rachel, 1993]. 

 

The  architectural character of colonial Virginia's gentry houses during the Colony to Nation (1751 

ï 1789) period was shaped largely through the  use of English pattern books and  builders' manuals. 

Except in one  or two  cases, such  as Benjamin Henry Latrobe in the 1760s, colonial Virginia had 

no professional architects. Designs were  produced by master builders, both masons and  joiners, 

who adapted published plans  and  details  for  new  houses in consultation with  their  patrons.  

Virginia's 18th century colonial buildings were wood frame.  Important buildings, including large 

plantations houses, churches, and  courthouses, more often employed brick construction. Virginia's 

colonial era brick buildings form a key body of the Commonwealth's architectural heritage. 

Colonial brickwork is exceptionally fine quality, exhibiting a high  standard of craftsmanship 

[Virginia Department of Historic Resources, 2015]. 

 

The taverns and ordinaries which were established during the COLONY TO NATION PERIOD 

(1751 ï 1789) are detailed in the pages that follow: 
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Richmond Tavern  

 

Summary 

 

Notes: Later Named City Tavern 

Identification Number:  4 

In Operation:  1760 e to 1766 

Location:  NW Corner Main Street And 19th Street, 1880 E. Main Street - Lot 30 

Lat/Lon:  37.532521 , -77.426752 

Manager(s)/Owner(s):  James Vaughn 

 

General Information 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Richmond Tavern ï Lot 30 

Plan of the City of Richmond, Bates. 1835 
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City Tavern   

 

Summary 

 

Notes: Also Known As Galt's Tavern, First Named Richmond Tavern 

Identification Number:  5 

In Operation:  1766  to 1858 

Location:  NW Corner Main Street And 19th Street, 1880 E. Main Street - Lot 30 

Lat/Lon:  37.532521 , -77.426752 

Manager(s)/Owner(s):  1766 - 1785: Gabriel Galt; 1777 - 1786: Robert Anderson; 1786 - 1788: 

Gabriel Galt; 1989: Francis Philpotts; 1792: Francis Hyland; 1794 - 1796: Elizabeth Galt; 1797: 

George Green; 1798 - 1802: Solomon Raphael; 1807: Nathaniel White 

 

General Information 

 

Located on a numbered lot on Richmond Hill based on Richard Youngôs, Plan of the City of 

Richmond (1809) [Lennon, Heather Nicole, 2013]. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

City Tavern 

 

City Tavern, also known as Galtôs Tavern, housed in a frame building on the northwest corner of 

Main and 19th Streets. This popular tavern was kept by Gabriel Galt. Like most city taverns, this 

building had a prominent porch along the front from which residents could take in the street life. 

The porch doesnôt show up in the view above, made years after the hotel had ceased to operate. It 

does show arch-headed doors and windows and a dentil cornice, marks of an important building 

in the mid eighteenth century. The building also appears to have been expanded from a 

conventional dwelling form to accommodate more guests [Urban Scale Richmond, Taverns of 

Richmond, Richmond, 2018]. 

 

See Chapter 16, Part A, for additional information on Gabriel Galt. 

 

After its disuse as a hotel it fell into various hands until finally it was used as a machine-shop. 
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In contrast to the Bird-in-the-Hand, Mordecai found the features of the City Tavern more refined, 

ñA more modern, and a splendid house in its day, was the City Tavern, erected by Mr. Galt, of 

Williamsburg, and known as Galtôs Tavernò.  Although ñdegraded to a workshopò at the time of 

his writing, Mordecai reminisced, ñThe smoke stack has succeeded the smoke jack, the table is 

displaced by the workbench, and wheels, bands and pullies revolve where minuet, reels and congos 

were danced at a ball given in honor of George Washingtonò [Lennon, Heather Nicole, 2013]. 

 

Gabriel Galt as a tavern owner was prevented in the town charter from holding office, but he was 

considered one of the more influential citizens [Schreiner, Ray, 2010].  He originally resided in 

Williamsburg, where two of his uncles were among that city's most prominent citizens, his uncle, 

Dr. James Galt was then first superintendent of the Insane Asylum at Williamsburg, and another 

uncle, Dr. John M. Galt, was a prominent physician with a medical degree from the University of  

Edinburgh. Galt moved to Richmond in the mid-1770s and became the proprietor of the City 

Tavern in 1777. Galt's status in the Richmond community is evidenced by the numerous civic 

positions he held in the town government. 

 

For instance, Galt was appointed as one of four men to be a "surveyor of the streets", whose duties 

included patrolling one of four wards set up in the city.  In the very first Richmond city election, 

held at the Henrico County Courthouse on 2 July 1782, he was one of two men appointed to 

oversee the voting procedures and to tally the ballots cast to determine the member of what was to 

become the City Council. Galt was also appointed a Commissioner of the "pest house" or hospital 

set up for victims of the smallpox outbreak of February, 1782.  Smallpox inoculations were made 

available to Richmond's citizens by Dr. William Foushee in hopes of limiting further outbreaks. 

This attempt at preventing the spread of the disease, however, was not effective, and by the 1790s, 

as the Duke de la Rouchefoucault Liancourt noted, a "law against inoculation is more rigidly 

enforced" which "prohibits every person from having himself or any of his family inoculated 

without permission from all the justices of the county". 

 

Galt was also associated with the Masons, a powerful fraternal group. Like many other prominent 

Richmonders, such as John Marshall, he was a charter member of this society, whose Richmond 

lodge was chartered on 28 December 1780. Galt was very involved in this organization, and even 

donated the land upon which the Mason's Hall was built, using property which was part of his 

wife's inheritance, which the couple received from her father when they married in the 1770s. 

 

Out of all of Richmond Hillôs public houses, Galtôs Tavern was located in the closest proximity to 

Capitol Square. This location undoubtedly affected its appearance since taverns erected near the 

capitol often provided added conveniences to the distinguished men and political leaders who 

traveled here for business [Lennon, Heather Nicole, 2013]. 

 

The physical size, height, and grandeur of taverns became significantly important to demonstrating 

architectural refinement and the nationôs prominence to other countries. When Gabriel Galt sought 

to sell his tavern, known as Galtôs Tavern and the Old City Tavern in January, 1788, he highlighted 

the size and features of it in a Virginia Gazette newspaper advertisement [Lennon, Heather Nicole, 

2013]. 
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Describing his establishment, Galt stated, ñit stands, with all the improvements, also two lots on 

the back street, on which are good stables, with 28 double stalls. Adjoining the said lot is a genteel 

dwelling house 44 ft. by 24 ft., with two rooms, and a 12 foot passage below, and four rooms 

above, at present occupied by Col. JAMES INNESò [Lennon, Heather Nicole, 2013]. 

 

Solomon Raphael, described the tavern in Richmondôs Examiner as ña commodious one with good 

stables, kitchen, smokehouse, dairy, corn-house and an excellent bake oven and bake house. Also, 

a very extensive Gardenò [Lennon, Heather Nicole, 2013]. 

 

Given its size and aesthetic qualities, Mordecai described the Old City Tavern in Richmond in By-

Gone Days as, ñA more modern, and a splendid house in its day, was the City Tavern, erected by 

Mr. Galt, of Williamsburg, and known as Galtôs Tavernñ. In much the same way as the Old City 

Tavern acquainted readers with its size, words, such as ñcommodiousò and ñexcellent,ò proclaimed 

its more attractive qualities [Lennon, Heather Nicole, 2013]. 

 

By the first decade of the nineteenth century, however, it became difficult for the Old City Tavern 

to compete with new taverns on Shockoe Hill , where the capitol was located [Lennon, Heather 

Nicole, 2013].  

 

The building was converted to a workshop and burned in 1858 [Schreiner, Ray, 2010]. 

 

Historical References 

 

1775: March 22. Dined at Galts Tavern & lodgd at a House of his providing [Washington, George, 

1775]. The convention concluded the dayôs deliberations by voting unanimous approval to ñthe 

proceedings and Resolutions of the American Continental Congressò and unanimous thanks to 

their seven delegates [Van Schreeven, 1973]. Gabriel Galt (1748ï1788) ran the City Tavern, on 

the northwest corner of Nineteenth and Main Streets below Church Hill [Heads Of Families, Va., 

1970]. 

 

1780: "The Chatham Rope Yard of Richmond Town", a company of the town for making rigging 

for ships, calls a meeting of the members at Mr. Galt's, in Richmond on 29 March 1780 [Christian, 

W. Asbury, 1912]. 

 

1781: According to historian Benson. J. Lossing, who visited in the late 1840s, the City 

Tavern served as a headquarters in the brief captivity of the city in January, 1781 by British forces 

under the command of Benedict Arnold. ñArnold and Simcoe made their quarters at the Old City 

Tavern, yet standing on Main Street, but partially in ruins, when I visited 

Richmondò [Lossing, 1855]. 

 

1785: Another building which has figured in the history of the city and of the State was begun this 

same year was the first Masons' Hall erected in the city. The corner-stone was laid on 29 October 

1785, by James Mercer, Grand Master, assisted by Edmund Randolph. The lot on which it was 

built was bought from Gabriel Galt [Christian, W. Asbury, 1912]. 

 



 

Richmond Memories 
 

106 

 

1785: On Tuesday, 5 July 1785, there was held in Richmond a remarkable election. Sixteen 

members of the Common Hall were to be chosen. Each voter cast his ballot for the entire number, 

irrespective of wards. There were seventy-six people voted for, of whom thirteen received one 

vote each. Gabriel Galt, a tavern keeper, led the list with 122 votes. John Marshall, afterwards 

chief justice, came second with 121 [Ezekiel, Herbert T., Lchtenstein, Gaston, 1917]. 

1786:  Notice of availability of two year lease, [Virginia Gazette and Weekly Advertiser, 3-30-

1786, P1]. 

1789:  Francis Philpotts has taken the Old City Tavern, and says that,ò His stables are in good 

repair and capable of accommodating travelerôs horses and others [The Observatory, Or, a View 

of the Times, Richmond, Va., April, 1789]. 

1798:  The Court, on 10 December 1798, granted a license to Solomon Raphael to keep the place 

known as "The Old City Tavernñ. [Ezekiel, Herbert T., Lchtenstein, Gaston, 1917]. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Virginia Argus, 13 December 1808 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Virginia Gazette, or, The American Advertiser, Richmond, Virginia, Sat, Jul 31, 1784 
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Tanner's Tavern 

 

Summary 

 

Identification Number:  6 

In Operation:  1770  to 1775e 

Location:  Main Street Between 22nd Street And 23rd Street - does not agree with other 

information [Garnett, 1936]. 

Lat/Lon:  37.530215 , -77.423383 

Manager(s)/Owner(s):  Jane Wyatt Donly; Mrs. Anderson 

 

General Information 

 

In 1936 the following information was determined by the United States Works Progress 

Administration [Garnett, 1936] 

 

Class: Tavern (site) 

Building date: ca. 1770 

Building plan: Long three story frame building. With a double full length porch in front.  In the 

rear was a large yard with an open well, ñold oaken bucketò style. Of which was said that the 

traveler who drank of it was sure to return. 

Number of stories: 3 

Building material: Frame 

Location: Hull St. between 11th and 12th St., Richmond, Va. 

Primary owners: Jane Donly, Mrs. Anderson 
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Gunn's Tavern 

 

Summary 

 

Identification Number:  7 

In Operation:  1775  to 1780e 

Location:  North Side Of Main Street In Shockoe Bottom 

Lat/Lon:  37.532358 , -77.426543 

Manager(s)/Owner(s):   

 

General Information 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gunn's Tavern 

 

This advertisement, published on 11 March 1775, puts a good deal of William Randolph IIIôs 

belongings up for auction. Gunnôs was a tavern in Richmond, located on the north side of Main 

Street in Shockoe Bottom. Auctions, lotteries, and announcements were common outside taverns 

in the colonial period.  The advertisement doesnôt make it clear if this auction consists of goods, 

horses and enslaved men solely from Wilton, or from the entirety of his plantations and land-

holdings. William IIIôs death left his widow Anne Randolph in debt to four different merchants 

for a total of £8,517.6.8, for which she and his eventual heirs would be responsible [Mordecai, 

Samuel, 1856, 1860]. 

 

A global financial crisis in 1772 caused British lenders to demand urgently a quicker repayment 

of debts from the 13 colonies, leading to an economic panic and lack of hard currency in Virginia. 

This auction may have helped Peyton, Lucy, and Anne stave off the debtors until the Revolution 

distracted most planters from their merchant debts [Mordecai, Samuel, 1856, 1860]. 

 

Auctions were not just ways for planters to try and fix poor financial decisions; often the slave 

auction block served as a space in the city where planters could indirectly punish slaves for 

unwanted behavior, as was recorded from a later owner of Wilton in 1816. These markets were 

not in the fashionable centers of town; one description of Richmond stated, ñon a steep hill-side, 

occupied by livery stables and slave dealers, extending down to Shockoe Creekò [Mordecai, 

Samuel, 1856, 1860]. 
 

This description illustrates that Richmond slave markets were found with fish markets, places to 

buy and sell cattle, mills, and similar businesses outside of the center of town [Mordecai, Samuel, 

1856, 1860]. 



 

The Taverns and Hotels of Nonsuch 
 

109 

 

Mrs. Younghusband's Tavern 

 

Summary 

 

Identification Number:  8 

In Operation:  1775  to 1811 

Location:  Corner of Main Street And 15th Street 

Lat/Lon:  37.534454 , -77.430384 

Manager(s)/Owner(s):  Elizabeth T. Younghusband.  

 

General Information 

 

Thomas Jefferson enjoyed drinking at Mrs. Younghusbandôs Tavern in 1775, during the Virginia 

Convention at the Henrico Parish Church [Jon Meacham, 2013]. 

 

The following was a journal entry for Thomas Jefferson on 20 March 1775: ñPd. for punch at Mrs. 

Younghusbandôsò [Jon Meacham, 2013]. 
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Anderson's Tavern  

 

Summary 

 

Notes: Also Known As Robert Anderson's Tavern 

Identification Number:  9 

In Operation:  1786  to 1787 (first location), 1787 to 1788 (second location) 

Location:  1786-1787: Near Byrd's Warehouse (Estimated At Main Street And 15th Street), 1787-

1788: Main Street between Eleventh and Twelfth Streets 

Lat/Lon:  37.534443 , -77.430374 

Manager(s)/Owner(s): 1786 - 1787 (January): Robert Anderson who operated a tavern in 

Williamsburg in the 1770s; 1787 - 1788: Robert Anderson (relocates due to fire); 1802: William 

Booker; 1803 - 1809: James H. Lynch 

 

General Information 

 

One of the most mobile of the local tavern keepers to run an establishment in Richmond was 

Robert Anderson. Robert Anderson operated a tavern in Williamsburg in the 1770s and worked at 

numerous taverns in Richmond, including Galtôs Tavern. He decided to open his own business 

[Hedges, Anne Rachel, 1993]. 

 

See Chapter 16, Part B, for additional information on Robert Anderson. 

 

To promote the venture, Anderson ran an advertisement noting the opening of his new tavern in a 

"large brick house at the west end of the city" in September of 1786. Anderson's Tavern was short 

lived, for the building was gutted by fire in January of 1787, forcing Anderson to relocate to a  two 

story frame house on Main between Eleventh and Twelfth Streets. For a number of years, this 

building had been the site of a popular coffee house run by a Mrs. Gilbert before Anderson 

acquired it for his establishment. It later would be known as the Union Tavern when Anderson 

moved on to work at the Eagle Tavern in 1788 [Hedges, Anne Rachel, 1993]. 

 

The Virginia branch of the Society of the Cincinnati met in Richmond at one of two taverns prior 

to 1824, when the organization became inactive. Originally established by Virginia officers of the 

Continental Army at the end of the Revolution, the society first held their meetings in 

Fredericksburg. However, after 1787, the group met on a regular basis in Richmond. Minutes of 

the meetings indicate that the Society met at Andersonôs Tavern during 1787, and then convened 

their meetings to the Eagle Tavern after 1789 [Hedges, Anne Rachel, 1993]. 

 

In January, 1787 a fire broke out in a store, spread to the original Anderson's tavern near, and 

continued increasing until it had destroyed Byrd's warehouse with a large quantity of tobacco in 

it, and some fifty other houses, with their contents. With much difficulty, the treasury and other 

public buildings were preserved, although it was found necessary to remove papers and records of 

importance [Little, John P., 1933]. 
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Historical References 

 

1785: Washington Dined There With Virginia Governor Patrick Henry and the Sons Of Saint 

Tammany On  May 2, 1785 [Jackson, Donald, 1978]. 

 

1787:  ñAndersonôs or The Union Tavern, West end of the City. Rebuilt, each room with fireplace, 

An elegant and commodious BALLROOM, which will be furnished as a COFFEE ROOM, where 

gentlemen may find it convenient for amusement or transactionñ [Stables, Virginia Gazette and 

Weekly Advertiser 8-27-1787, P4]. 

 

1787:  A Great Fire Spread From It To The Tobacco Warehouse. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Virginia Gazette and Independent Chronicle, Number 255, 29 September 1787 
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Richard's Tavern  

 

Summary 

 

Notes: Also Known As Sign Of The Horse and Later Known As The Franklin Tavern 

Identification Number:  10 

In Operation:  1779  to 1819 

Location:  Corner of Broad Street And 6th Street 

Lat/Lon:  37.542482 , -77.436317 

Manager(s)/Owner(s):  1779/1780 - 1819: Mark Richards 

 

General Information 

 

About the same time that Richard Hogg opened his establishment, another keeper started a tavern 

ten blocks to the west on Broad Street between Fifth and Sixth Streets. This tavern, known for its 

proprietor, Mark Richard, and identified by its ñSign of the Horseò, was a two story wooden 

structure similar in size and shape to Galt's Tavern. The building was located on what was then 

the western edge of the city, and thus attracted many travelers heading into the western Piedmont 

area, including local farmers and traders [Hedges, Anne Rachel, 1993]. 

 

Mordecai describes this area of Broad Street, ñ Its neat block cornice and ancient front only require 

a coat of paint to restore its good looks, like some other faded antiquities. The gutter in front was 

sometimes enlivened by the prattle of ragged and dirty and happy children, who were busily 

employed in making dirt pies, and baking them in dirt ovens, molded on their bare feet; while a 

few chickens pecked and scratched on the unpaved sidewalk, unless frightened off by a hungry 

dog, who envied them the invisible repast, which they seemed to enjoy [Mordecai, Samuel, 1856, 

1860]. 

 

My first recollection of this populous habitation, was when the sign of Richardôs Tavern swung 

before the door; the portico occupied by inveterate tobacco chewers, who kept the footway well 

sprinkled for some yards before them, but this was in the middle age of the ancient structure, which 

was probably coeval with the survey of the street on which it stood, near the entrance of the town 

and on the great highway to it of the ñ outer inhabitants,ò as Col. Byrd designated the people of 

the upper country. It was originally, no doubt, the principal ñ house of entertainmentò for those 

outsiders [Mordecai, Samuel, 1856, 1860]. 

 

The dusty thoroughfare of Broad Street, also passed Richardô Tavern and west of Sixth Street, was 

probably dell at the time with great four and six-horse wagons from the Blue Ridge, gay with bells 

and bringing bear and deer skins, furs, ginseng and snake root, butter, tallow, hemp and such rural 

delicacies to market [Little, John P., 1933]. 
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Richmond Enquirer, 20 Oct 1820, Fri, Page 4 
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Hogg's Tavern  

 

Summary 

 

Notes: Also Known As Old Tavern 

Identification Number:  11 

In Operation:  1779  to 1796 

Location:  SW Corner Main Street And 15th Street - Lot 327 

Lat/Lon:  37.534546 , -77.430569 

Manager(s)/Owner(s):  Richard Hogg 

 

General Information 

 

Located on a numbered lot in Shockoe Valley based on Richard Youngôs, Plan of the City of 

Richmond (1809) [Lennon, Heather Nicole, 2013]. 

 

Old Tavern, or Richard Hoggôs Tavern, opened for business on the corner of Main and Fifteenth 

Street, under the proprietorship of Richard Hogg. The tavern changed hands numerous times 

during the latter years of the eighteenth century. During its short-lived existence between 1779 

and 

1796, when it finally closed its doors, this tavern was run by four different proprietors [Hedges, 

Anne Rachel, 1993]. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Virginia Gazette, or, The American Advertiser, Richmond, Virginia, Sat, Feb 8, 1783 
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News Leader, Number 5238, 27 August 1908 

 

Historical References 

 

1779: The first step towards establishing the government in Richmond was when bids were 

advertised for in The Williamsburg Gazette. 

 

"Richmond, July 5, 1779ò 

 

"The directors appointed by the General Assembly to provide temporary buildings for the two 

houses of Assembly, the Courts of Justice, several publick Boards, and a publick jail, give notice 

that they will meet at Mr. Hogg's tavern, in the town of Richmond, the day after Henrico Court, 

in next month, to agree with workmen for undertaking the said buildings. Bond with approved 

security will be required for the performance, one half of the money to be paid within one month 

of the time the work is let, the other when it is finished. A plan of the buildings shall be lodged in 

the hands of Mr. Hogg & Mr. Gait in the said town a week before" [Christian, W. Asbury, 1912]. 
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Coulby's Tavern  

 

Summary 

 

Notes: Later Named Tankard's Tavern 

Identification Number:  12 

In Operation:  1780  to 1782 

Location:  Main Street Between 22nd Street And 23rd Street 

Lat/Lon:  37.530213 , -77.423379 

Manager(s)/Owner(s):  Patrick Coulby 

 

General Information 

 

Coulbyôs Tavern, later known as Tankardôs Ordinary, was located in the block east of the Henrico 

County Courthouse [Ward and Greer, 1977]. 
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Neapolitian Tavern  

 

Summary 

 

Notes: Also Known As Formicola's Tavern 

Identification Number:  13 

In Operation:  1774  to 1790 

Location:  Corner of Main Street And 15th Street 

Lat/Lon:  37.534435 , -77.430361 

Manager(s)/Owner(s):  1774 - 1790: Serafina Formicola  

 

General Information 

 

In 1774 , Serafina Formicola established one of the most famous taverns in the city. Following his 

years of experience as a tavern keeper in Williamsburg, Formicola opened a tavern in Richmond 

on Main Street between Fifteenth and Sixteenth Streets.  Formicolaôs Tavern was a spacious, two 

story building, with two large rooms on the first floor for eating and gaming, and two large rooms 

upstairs outfitted with numerous beds to accommodate the many overnight guests [Hedges, Anne 

Rachel, 1993]. 

 

During his travels in Virginia between 1783 and 1784, Dr. Johann David Schoepf observed, ñThe 

entire house contained but two large rooms on the ground-floor, and two of the same size above, 

the apartments under the roof furnished with numerous beds standing close together, both rooms 

and chambers standing open to every person throughout the dayò [Morrison, Alfred J., 1911]. 

 

ñHere at Mr. Formicola's tavern in Richmond, no less than in most of the other public houses in 

America, it is expected that rooms are to be used only as places for sleeping, eating and drinking. 

The whole day long, therefore, one is compelled to be among all sorts of company and at night to 

sleep in like manner; thus travelers, almost anywhere in America, must renounce the pleasure of 

withdrawing apart, (for their own convenience or their own affairs), from the noisy, disturbing, or 

curious crowd, unless it may be, that staying at one place for some time, a private apartment is to 

be rentedò [Morrison, Alfred J., 1911]. 

 

Formicola had quite a reputation concerning his personal and family history. He was reported to 

have been a descendant of the Dages of Venice, and worked for Lord Dunmore as the Governorôs 

private "major domo" .   Formicola moved to Richmond and established his own tavern in 1774, 

working there until 1789, when he moved to the Eagle Tavern to work as the bar keeper. This 

move may have been influenced by the death of his wife in 1787, who previously helped him run 

his tavern.  Although Formicola did not participate in active military service during the Revolution, 

he did contribute to the war effort by furnishing guns costing three pounds each to the Virginia 

State Troops [Hedges, Anne Rachel, 1993]. 

 

Formicola ran one of the premiere taverns in the city when he was in charge of his own 

establishment, and he continued to have an outstanding reputation for his service at the Eagle 

Tavern. Under his direction, one of the more prestigious men's social clubs in Richmond used his 

tavern for their meetings. He was also very much involved in the Richmond Jockey Club, which 
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often met at the tavern he was running.  Formicola's reputation for serving excellent food and 

spirits, as well as his indefatigable courtesy, encouraged many important out-of-town visitors to 

stop at his tavern [Hedges, Anne Rachel, 1993]. 

 

During Formicolaôs reign as the proprietor of the tavern, numerous distinguished guests such as 

the Marquis de Chastellux visited here and commented on the quality of service and 

accommodations.  The Marquis was a Frenchman who had been employed with French forces in 

America during the Revolution, and held the rank of a Major General in the French Army. The 

Marquis lodged at Formicolaôs Tavern, reporting that he harbored "considerable anxiety for the 

next dayôs bill" because he "had been warned" by his acquaintance, the Marquis de Rochambeau, 

"that the inns at Richmond were very dear" [Hedges, Anne Rachel, 1993]. 

 

However, he was pleased to find that Formicola "was more honest" than Rochambeauôs host, and 

Chastellux was charged only about a third of the amount that his friend had been charged on his 

visit. The Marquis was further impressed by the service at Formicolaôs Tavern, as he was "served 

immediately and with such magnificence and profusion that there would have been more than 

enough for twenty personsò.  All in all, the Marquis was quite impressed with Formicola and the 

excellent establishment that he ran, feeling that the tavern keeperôs "only error was his exalted 

idea of how French generals should be treatedò. Formicolaôs overwhelming desire to thoroughly 

satisfy the Marquis seems to have somewhat embarrassed Chastellux [Hedges, Anne Rachel, 

1993]. 

 

Formicola's renown as a tavern keeper paralleled his active civic involvement. He not only 

contributed armaments for the city during the Revolution, he also contributed five hundred dollars 

to help build Quesnayôs Academy of Fine Arts, which was to be a kind of cultural arts center for 

the city, housing various theatrical and musical performances. In these tangible ways, Formicola 

showed support for his adopted country and state, but also underscored his position as a prominent 

and wealthy businessman of Richmond [Hedges, Anne Rachel, 1993]. 

 

Historical References 

 

1789: On 19 November 1789, Richard Cary, one of the judges of the General Court, died 

suddenly at Formicola's Tavern, The Governor and his Council, members of the General 

Assembly, and respectable citizens attended the corpse through the city [Christian, W. Asbury, 

1912]. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Times Dispatch, 13 December 1908 

From Journey of Dr. Johann David Schoeff, 1783 
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Swan Tavern 

 

Summary 

 

Notes: Also Known As St. Tammany's Tavern or Boxley's Hotel And Later Named Broad Street 

Hotel 

Identification Number:  14 

In Operation:  1781  to 1849 

Location:  812 E. Broad Street - Lot 784 

Lat/Lon:  37.541237 , -77.433963 

Manager(s)/Owner(s):  Robert Anderson; Colonel Goodall; Augustine Seaton; 1793: Major John 

Moss; 1802: Neil McCoull; 1810: William B. Page; 1817: Overton Seawell; 1847: Luther R. Boxley 

 

General Information 

 

Located on a numbered lot on Shockoe Hill  based on Richard Youngôs, Plan of the City of 

Richmond (1809) [Lennon, Heather Nicole, 2013]. Described as having a front on the north side 

of Broad street, commencing at its intersection with 5th street of one hundred and sixty feet, and 

running back on 9th street, the usual depth of a half-acre lot [Richmond Dispatch, Richmond, 

Virginia, 09 Apr 1858]. 

 

This location was not popular at first. A market built in 1793 at Broad and Twelfth was not a 

success. Apparently the residents of the Court End preferred to carry their provisions up the steep 

hill from the Old Market. So far as we know, the only business that crept into this section before 

1800 was that connected with the Legislature and the courts, i.e., The Swan Tavern [Rocket Werks, 

2017]. 

 

Although the original dimensions of the tavern were modest, with only a simple frame structure, 

additions to the building greatly expanded its size to accommodate more visitors after the turn of 

the century. Also of note was a brick outbuilding listed on the insurance policies, where Aaron 

Burr was held prisoner before his trial for treason in 1811 [Hedges, Anne Rachel, 1993]. 

 

In spite of many renovations and changes of name, it could not compete with the modern hotels 

that began to spring up in the 1840s, and the survival of the building, even in dilapidated condition, 

down to 1904 is surprising [Rocket Werks, 2017]. 

 

The Swan was considered ñthe tavern of highest repute for good fare, good wine, and good 

company,ò patronized by the lawyers and judges of Shockoe Hill  [Mordecai, Richmond, 1912].  

 

Thomas Jefferson stayed at the Swan Tavern in 1809 [Christian, Richmond]. 
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Richmond Times-Dispatch, 08 Sep 1937, Wed, Page 44 

 

The Swan Tavern was kept by Major Moss, who probably also served in the Revolutionary war. 

He exhibited good breeding, good feeding, and good fellowship in his full figure and face. His 

house might have been called the Lincolnôs Inn or Doctorôs Commons of Richmond, for there 

assembled, in term time, the non-resident judges and lawyers; and though of unpretending exterior, 

the Swan was the tavern of highest repute for good fare, good wine, and good company. Here 

centered ñ the logic and the wisdom, and the wit, ònor was ñthe loud laughò wanting. It has lost its 

name and fame, and few of its professional guests survive [Mordecai, Samuel, 1856, 1860]. 

 

An appendage to the Swan was a house nearly opposite to it, at the corner of Broad and Ninth 

Street, where a large China store now stands. In that house Aaron Burr was kept prisoner during 

his trial for treason, the Federal Court having no prison under its control. His first place of 

imprisonment was. the common jail, but his counsel stated to the Judge that there was no privacy 

there to allow of free conference, and he was removed to the Penitentiary, where pleasant 

apartments were assigned him, if apartments in a prison can be called pleasant, and from thence, 

when his trial came on, he was incarcerated in the house above mentioned, being near the Court 

room. He was the first of modern filibusters, and had not his plans been thwarted, might have 

become the Napoleon of the West, the scourge of Louisiana, the liberator of Mexico, with a host 

of adherents who, fortunately for themselves, had not become so far implicated in his plots as to 

be arraigned at the bar [Mordecai, Samuel, 1856, 1860]. 

 

An author who wrote for the Virginia Historical Register under the name of óHowardô, recalled 

the Swan Tavern as a ñplain building, of ordinary and almost rustic appearanceò.  In regards to the 

interior, óHowardô stated, ñThe furniture too, was as plain as possible. There were no gas-lighted 

chandeliers to blind your eyes, nor costly mirrors to reproach your extravagance by their 

reflections [Lennon, Heather Nicole, 2013]. 

 

For more than a century, upon what was then called Shockoe Hill , the Swan Tavern stood at today's 

812-814 E. Broad St. The establishment's characteristics included a 160-foot-long front veranda 

and a pole-mounted logo sign, "the good old bird with its well-remembered graceful neck of 
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tarnished gilt," remembered óHowardô, a Richmonder writing in the autumn 1849 issue of the 

Virginia Historical Register [Kollatz, Harry, 2012]. 

 

The landmark sign that bore its name "in all weathers, had entirely disappeared, and that in lieu of 

it, there was only a plain blue ground with the words óBroad Street Hotel' thereon; (how flat and 

prosaic in comparison!) to amaze and offend my eyesò. The writer added, "I had looked at the 

brave bird perhaps a thousand times, and always with great satisfaction; but it was now gone, and 

forever" [Kollatz, Harry, 2012]. 

 

For most Richmonders, whatever name the place adopted, it was still "The Old Swan". The 

structure, put up around 1781 and first managed by Robert Anderson, wasn't remarkable. It was 

described as "a plain building, of ordinary and almost rustic appearanceò. Decades later, 

architectural historian Mary Wingfield Scott described the Swan as a "typical 18th century inn, 

two story frame with a long verandah in front, wings in the rear and a half-a-dozen outbuildings 

sprawling over the block between Eighth and Ninth on Broadò. A pair of brick chimneys on its 

western end further distinguished the building [Kollatz, Harry, 2012]. 

 

The Swan's early proprietor was Major (or Colonel) John Moss. Historical memoirist Samuel 

Mordecai, in his 1856-1860 Richmond in By-Gone Days, said that Moss "probably also served in 

the Revolutionary War, but this may or may not be. óHowardô added that Moss was a "a little 

starchy and stately, and looked as if he was always on duty; but then he was not above his business, 

nor above himself" [Kollatz, Harry, 2012]. 

 

The Swan was a neat, unpretentious and even old-fashioned place, with rooms that were "rather 

small and inconvenient," though the service earned compliments. Mordecai remembered "good 

fare, good wine, and good companyò. óHowardô considered the cooking unrivaled, the ham always 

prime, the wine the best vintage and the portions full but often not enough for second [Kollatz, 

Harry, 2012]. 

 

The Swan provided a natural gathering place for lawyers and physicians, legislators and city 

officials. óHowardô wished that as a youth he'd thought to record the "wit-crackers" of the porch 

and the "sprightly dialogue" of the Swan's eminent regulars [Kollatz, Harry, 2012]. 

 

Thomas Jefferson lodged there on 24 October 1809, although his subscription dinner was hosted 

down Main Street at the Eagle Tavern. Song and music accompanied several toasts. A cannon 

salute shattered the Eagle's windows [Kollatz, Harry, 2012]. 

 

William B. Page acquired the Swan in November, 1810, adding the use of two houses detached 

from the tavern for the benefit of traveling families. During this period, U.S. Chief Justice John 

Marshall chaired a meeting of the Virginia Agricultural Society there (1812), magic acts went on 

inside (1817), and in the yard, balloon ascensions drew crowds (1818-19) [Kollatz, Harry, 2012]. 

 

By the mid-19th century, large hotels arose in Richmond, the Ford, Exchange and Ballard, almost 

all visible from the Swan's veranda. One unfortunate sign of the inn's decline was the fact that 

financially challenged Edgar Allan Poe stayed there during his final Richmond visit, from 14 July 

to 27 Sept. 1849 [Kollatz, Harry, 2012]. 
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Poe first stayed at the American Hotel, at 11th and Main Street, but thereafter he moved to the less 

expensive Swan. While there, he made acquaintance with a member of the Sons of Temperance 

and shortly pledged himself off alcohol, to better facilitate his marriage to childhood sweetheart 

Elmira Royster Shelton. He left Richmond to edit poetry in Philadelphia and bring his aunt from 

New York City to attend the wedding [Kollatz, Harry, 2012]. 

 

Poe left his walking stick at the Swan; retrieved by his acquaintance Dr. John Carter, it's now at 

the Poe Museum. The museum also has a trunk Poe left in the Swan's basement that he either 

intended to retrieve later or forgot [Kollatz, Harry, 2012]. 

 

Another Swan association during this period was with performers who played at nearby theaters. 

A frequent guest was the renowned Joseph Jefferson, who made many stops in Richmond. In May, 

1857, Jefferson was about to appear as Touchstone in As You Like It when a message came that 

his infant son, Joseph junior, was soon to die of scarlet fever at the Swan. A more amusing occasion 

occurred when a reporter burst into his room while Jefferson was in the bath. The old actor 

conducted the interview clad in soapsuds and a smile [Kollatz, Harry, 2012]. 

 

The historian Mordecai observed of the Swan in 1856, "It has lost its name and fame, and few of 

its professional guests surviveò. The Old Swan became, in effect, a cheap dive. Photographs from 

these latter days show the building's buckling clapboard sides covered by advertising bills like an 

"Old West" saloon [Kollatz, Harry, 2012]. 

 

By the early 1900s, the sagging Swan held small businesses such as tailors, hatters, an employment 

agency, African-American lawyers and a Chinese laundry. The most notable tenant was the 

Richmond Planet newsweekly, which the ambitious John Mitchell Jr. had moved there in 1888 

from his Jackson Ward apartment to operate from two basement rooms [Kollatz, Harry, 2012]. 

 

Poe enthusiast T. Pendleton Cummings had the presence of mind to take an interior image of the 

building before its October, 1904 demolition. In a magazine piece, she wrote, "The floors were 

sunken, the plaster fallen, the windowpanes missing, and the chimney-piece decorated with 

miscellaneous debris" [Kollatz, Harry, 2012]. 

 

It had become the ugly swan, an eyesore, and when it was swept away like debris for Jake Wells' 

Bijou "family" vaudeville hall, no petitions vouching for the building's historic lineage circulated. 

The Valentine Museum retained one of the tavern's mantels. The Bijou became the short lived 

Strand movie theater, which closed in 1933. The Trailways bus station occupied part of the site 

after 1945. As of 1997, this part of Broad is home to the Library of Virginia [Kollatz, Harry, 2012]. 

 

Swan Tavern is shown in an 1818 Virginia Mutual policy with a value of $ 7,800 . The policy 

holder was John Bosher,  In 1822 the facility had a value of $ 6,400 and the policy holder was also 

John Bosher.  In 1829 the facility had a value of $ 5,000 and the policy holder was also John 

Bosher. In 1835 the facility had a value of $ 5,350 and the policy holders was Churchill A. Hodges. 

[Mutual Assurance Society, 1796ï1867, Richmond]. 

 

 

 



 

The Taverns and Hotels of Nonsuch 
 

123 

 

John Bosher 1818 $ 7,800 

John Bosher 1822   $ 6,400 

John Bosher 1829 $ 5,000 

Churchill A. Hodges  1835 $ 5,350 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Swan Tavern 

 

Historical References 

 

1809:  OnThursday afternoon, 19 October 1809, a carriage stopped before Swan Tavern, which 

stood on Broad street not far from Tenth. the occupant alighted and went in; his distinguished 

appearance attracted attention; it was Thomas Jefferson. He had finished his two terms as President 

of the United States 4 March 1809 and had come to Richmond on some private business [Christian, 

W. Asbury, 1912]. 

1810:  William B. Pageôs ñSwan Tavernò, formerly Mossôs Swan; formerly Union Tavern, located 

on Shockoe Hill , two excellent detached Houses as well [Virginia Patriot, 11-30-1810 P3] 

1903: The old Swan Tavern, an old landmark on the north side of Broad between Eighth and 

Ninth Street, was pulled down in October, 1903, to make place for a modem building 
[Christian, W. Asbury, 1912]. 
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Tankard's Tavern  

 

Summary 

 

Notes: First Named Coulby's Tavern 

Identification Number:  15 

In Operation:  1787  to 1800  e 

Location:  Main Street Between 22nd Street And 23rd Street 

Lat/Lon:  37.530213 , -77.423379 

Manager(s)/Owner(s):  1787 - 1801: Stephen Tankard 

 

General Information 

 

This tavern in this area was established by Stephen Tankard, who set up his hostelry next to the 

Bird-In-The-Hand Tavern on Main Street. This building was two stories high and built out of 

wood, with two kitchens, a meat house and smoke house located behind it.  Tankard's Tavern did 

not fare well, perhaps because of its more illustrious neighbor, and after the turn of the century, 

the building was converted into a dwelling place for a local citizen [Hedges, Anne Rachel, 1993]. 

 

Stephen Tankard, was involved in many civic activities in conjunction with his duties as owner 

and operator of various Richmond taverns. Tankard's civic positions correspond in importance to 

the extent of his property ownership in the city. Tankard was appointed public auctioneer in 1782, 

when he was the "ordinary-keeper" of the tavern owned by the heirs of Abraham Cowley, who 

was recently deceased. In 1787, however, Tankard purchased his own property, which he opened 

under his personal management as Tankard's Tavern. Perhaps as a result of his increased status in 

the community, in that same year Tankard was appointed a surveyor of the streets for Ward Two, 

the same position to which Gabriel Galt was appointed [Hedges, Anne Rachel, 1993]. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

News Leader, Number 5238, 27 August 1908 
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Roper's Tavern  

 

Summary 

 

Notes: Also Known As John Roper's Tavern 

Identification Number:  16 

In Operation:  1782  to 1799e 

Location:  Corner of Bloody Run Street And Warehouse Street - Lot 190 

Lat/Lon:  37.526001 , -77.417534 

Manager(s)/Owner(s):  John Roper; 1799: David Bradley 

 

General Information 

 

Located on a numbered lot in Rocketts Landing based on Richard Youngôs, Plan of the City of 

Richmond (1809) [Lennon, Heather Nicole, 2013]. 

 

Historical References 

 

1782: The earliest tavern at Rocketts Landing was Roperôs tavern and store. The Hustings Court 

of the city of Richmond granted ordinary licenses to John Roper and Mary Taylor in 1782. 

Unfortunately, no other information is known about Mary Taylor other than this. Serving as both 

a tavern and store, Roperôs Tavern offered more than just alcohol to customers [Lennon, Heather 

Nicole, 2013]. 

 

1783: In a January, 1783 a Virginia Gazette advertisement, it highlighted items for sale, including 

ñJamaica and Grenada rum, brown sugar by the barrel, hyson, congo, and bohea tea; and various 

articles of dry goods; all at reasonable ratesò.  By January, 1799, David Bradley of Isle of Wright 

County, had taken ownership of Roperôs Tavern. John Roper died in 1793 from a smallpox 

epidemic, and ownership of the tavern remains a mystery between Roperôs death and Bradleyôs 

assumption ownership [Lennon, Heather Nicole, 2013]. 

 

1799: By 1799, Roperôs Tavern still served as part grocery store, and Bradley promised to sell his 

merchandise, ñas the situation will enable him, on lower terms, than they can be purchased in the 

cityò.  As a tavern and store, Roperôs Tavern was an establishment of necessity, quite different 

from a public house of entertainment [Lennon, Heather Nicole, 2013]. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Richmond Enquirer, 17 Sep 1805, Tue, Page 4 
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Falling Gardens 

 

Summary 

 

Identification Number:  17 

In Operation:  1782  to 1809 

Location:  E. Franklin Between Birch And Locust Alley 

Lat/Lon:  37.536063 , -77.430373 

Manager(s)/Owner(s):  Major Richard Bowler; Mr. Lowndes 

 

General Information 

 

The earliest public garden in Richmond appears to have been the Falling Gardens, a five acre tract 

remembered by Samuel Mordecai in 1856. It occupied a prominent hillside site behind Bowlerôs 

Tavern on the north side of Franklin Street, located where the City Hotel later stood. The garden, 

overlooking Shockoe Creek, was operated by an elderly Quaker gentleman named William 

Lowndes.  

 

William Lowndes is described by Mordecai, ñIn the rear of this tavern, on a steep hillside, now 

cut down and occupied by livery stables and slave dealers, were the Falling Gardens, extending 

down to Shockoe Creek, and the residence of their proprietor, Mr. Lowndes, a fine type of the 

Quaker in garb and in personal appearance, with his broad-brimmed hat, drab suit, the coat of 

plainest cut without a superfluous button, waistcoat in same style, both of ample length and 

breadth, kneebreeches, gray stockings, and silver knee and shoe bucklesò [Mordecai, Samuel, 

1856, 1860]. 

 

The history of the Falling Gardens tract and the meandering of Shockoe Creek is told in a lawsuit 

between the heirs of Lowndes and a neighboring property owner [Michie, Thomas J., 2010].  In 

addition to a cool outdoor retreat, the garden provided a bathhouse with both hot and cold water 

[Urban Scale Richmond, 2020]. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Falling Gardens on 1835 Mijacah Bates Map 
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Falling Garden Virginia Argus, Volume 

16, Number 1597, 1 November 1808 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Virginia Argus, Richmond, Virginia. Fri, Sep 8, 1809 
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William Pennock's Tavern 

 

Summary 

 

Identification Number:  18 

In Operation:  1783  to 1784 

Location:  Corner of Rocketts Street And Poplar Street - Lot 210 

Lat/Lon:  37.525663 , -77.417439 

Manager(s)/Owner(s):  William Pennock 

 

General Information 

 

Located on a numbered lot in Rocketts Landing based on Richard Youngôs, Plan of the City of 

Richmond (1809) [Lennon, Heather Nicole, 2013]. 

 

A special meeting of the Common Hall of the city was called to meet at the home of the mayor, 

Eobert Mitchell, 15 November 1784, William Hay recorder. An address to the late commander-

in-chief of the American army was laid before the Hall by Andrew Ronald, and was agreed to. 

The address was as follows: 

 

"George Washington, Esq., Late Commander-in-chief of the American Army: 

 

Sir, Actuated by every sentiment which can inspire a grateful people, the Mayor, Recorder, 

Aldermen and Common Council of the City of Richmond embrace this long wished-for 

opportunity of congratulating you on your return to the bosom of Peace and retirement in your 

native country, after so many years honorably spent amid the toils and tumults of a war which, 

through the smiles of heaven, your exertions have been productive of Liberty, Glory, and 

Independence to an extensive empire. On seeing you, sir, in this city, we feel all that men can feel 

who are indebted to you for every social enjoyment, and who are deeply impressed with a 

conviction that if the late illustrious leader of the Armies of America had not possessed but 

exercised every talent and every virtue which dignify the Hero and the Patriot, we might not at 

this day dared to speak the language of free born citizens, nor would we have seen commerce 

and navigation, with their fruitful train, liberated from the shackles inviting the inhabitants of 

distant nations to seek an Asylum and residence among us. When in the service of a few past 

years we behold you not only forming soldiers, but also teaching them to conquer; when we 

contemplate that prudence, courage and magnanimity which surmounted every difficulty, 

regardless of any danger, and contemning any reward, excited not only the veneration of your 

country but even commanded the admiration and applause of her enemies and spread the fame 

of America in the remotest corners of the world, giving her rank and consequence among the 

kingdoms of the earth, and when we think what we might have been if Washington had not 

existed, our hearts expand with emotions too strong for utterance, and we can only pray that the 

Supreme Giver of all Victory may crown you with His choicest blessings here and never fading 

glory hereafter. 

 

Signed by Order and on behalf of the Common Hall. 

Robt. Mitchell, Mayorò. 
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William Foushee, Eonald, Pennock and Younghusband were appointed a committee to present the 

address in person. General Washington received them with great cordiality and replied in a short 

speech, which was not recorded, thanking them and the city for their generous remarks, and 

wishing for Richmond a prosperous and great future [Christian, W. Asbury, 1912]. 

 

William Pennock of William Pennock's Tavern and Isaac Younghusband, the prominent merchant 

and estranged husband of Mrs. Younghusband of Mrs. Younghusband's Tavern were thus 

mentioned [Ward and Greer, 1977]. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Richmond Enquirer, 21 Jun 1815, Wed, Page 4 
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Mann's Tavern 

 

Summary 

 

Identification Number:  19 

In Operation:  1783 e to 1793 e 

Location:  Near Union Tavern 

Lat/Lon:  37.537558 , -77.433706 

Manager(s)/Owner(s):  William Mann 

 

General Information 

 

In a day when there were few public buildings for entertainment, taverns played an important role 

in the civic events. The Washington birthday parade in 1788 closed with a dinner at Mannôs 

Tavern and a ball at the Union Tavern. [Urban Scale Richmond, Taverns of Richmond, Richmond, 

2018] 

 

Historical References 

 

1788: 11 February O. S. (Old Style) 1788, was ushered in by the booming of cannon. A company 

of light infantry and one of horse paraded the streets of the city and went through their different 

evolutions. Afterward they proceeded to Mann's Tavern, and with a number of citizens they spent 

the remainder of the day in the greatest harmony and conviviality.  After dinner the following 

toasts were drunk : "George Washington,"  "Louis XVI King of France," "Queen of France," 

"'Congress/' "Marquis de Lafayette," "Those who fell in defense of American Liberty," 

"Agriculture," and "Commerce.'' At night a grand ball was held at Union Tavern [Christian, W. 

Asbury, 1912]. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Enquirer, Volume 2, Number 67, 21 December 1805 
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Miller's Old Tavern   

 

Summary 

 

Identification Number:  20 

In Operation:  1784  to 1794e 

Location:  SE Corner Broad Street And 8th Street - Lot 462 

Lat/Lon:  37.54123 , -77.434767 

Manager(s)/Owner(s):  Dabney Miller 

 

General Information 

 

Located on a numbered lot on Shockoe Hill  based on Richard Youngôs, Plan of the City of 

Richmond (1809) [Lennon, Heather Nicole, 2013]. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Richmond Enquirer, 18 Mar 1806, Tue, Page 3 
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Crouch's Tavern  

 

Summary 

 

Notes: Also Known As Virginia Inn 

Identification Number:  21 

In Operation:  1784  to 1818 

Location:  SE Corner 12th Street And Franklin Street - Lot 356 

Lat/Lon:  37.537793 , -77.433118 

Manager(s)/Owner(s):  1784 - 1805: Richard Crouch; Later Robert Crouch; 1818: Overton 

Seawell 

 

General Information 

 

Located on a numbered lot on Shockoe Hill  based on Richard Youngôs, Plan of the City of 

Richmond (1809) [Lennon, Heather Nicole, 2013]. 

 

A smaller, less well-known tavern, owned and operated by Richard Crouch and known as the 

Virginia Inn was established around 1784 on Thirteenth Street, between Main and Franklin Streets.  

 

This tavern was much smaller in size than the Swan, but was three stories high with a ground level 

story of brick and two upper stories built of wood. It was certainly not as well-known as the Swan, 

and because of its location near the crest of the steep Shockoe Hill  leading up from the river, the 

tavern was quite difficult to get to when travelling from the east [Hedges, Anne Rachel, 1993]. 

 

Richard Crouchôs Virginia Inn, located in Shockoe Hill , was emblematic of a basic design. 

Regarding the Virginia Inn, Richmondôs resident historian, Samuel Mordecai, stated, ñCrouchôs 

Virginia Inn, located on the ascent of governor street, had nothing to distinguish it that I remember, 

except the difficulty of getting to it and the small inducement to do soò. The building itself was a 

wooden house, measuring 40 ft. x 22 ft., under pinned with brick and covered with shingles, along 

with a  two story porch covering its front [Lennon, Heather Nicole, 2013]. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Richmond Enquirer, Volume 14, Number 111, 17 April 1818 
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Recorder or Lady's and Gentleman's Miscellany, Volume 2, Number 60, 25 August 1802 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mutual Assurance Society, Tavern of Richard Crouch, 1797 

 

 

Historic References 

 

1816:  

 

In the Name of God Amen! I, Jacob I. Cohen formerly of Richmond in the State of Virginia, but 

now of the city of Philadelphia in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. Item 4th. I give and 

devise to my nephew Mendes I. Cohen his heirs and assigns forever my house and lot of ground 

thereto belonging situate in Richmond aforesaid near the Governor's house adjoining Crouch's 

Tavern now occupied by Potter. In witness whereof I have set my hand and seal to this 

Instrument written on one sheet of paper and four folio pages at the City of Philadelphia the 

10th day of January in the year One thousand eight hundred and sixteen. JACOB I. COHEN 

(Seal) [Ezekiel, Herbert T., Lchtenstein, Gaston, 1917]. 
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1818:  Overton Seawellôs ñVirginia Innò situated at the front of the Capitol Square & within 50 

yards of Main Street. ñHis table will at all times be supplied with the best fare, and his bar with 

the best Liquorsò [Richmond Commercial Compiler 6-2-1818 P1]. 
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Lockley's Tavern 

 

Summary 

 

Notes: Also Known As Rocketts Landing Tavern 

Identification Number:  22 

In Operation:  1785 e to 1796 

Location:  Corner of Poplar Street And Elm Street - Lot 213 

Lat/Lon:  37.525465 , -77.416438 

Manager(s)/Owner(s):  1783: John Lockley; 1786: Samuel Archibald; 1796: Catherine Archibald 

 

General Information 

 

Located on a numbered lot in Rocketts Landing based on Richard Youngôs, Plan of the City of 

Richmond (1809) [Lennon, Heather Nicole, 2013]. 

 

Lockley's Tavern also known as Rocketts Landing Tavern, was located to the east of the city on 

the road leading into Richmond. Nothing is known of the building's structure or even its exact 

location, except that it was located on the water and that the landing also provided warehouse 

space for rent. The tavern was well known for its large inventory of groceries, which supplied 

travelerôs heading east from the city  [Hedges, Anne Rachel, 1993]. 

 

The owners of the tavern capitalized on the tavern's easy access outside of the city and even ran 

regular advertisements noting this feature in the local papers. The tavern also gained some 

notoriety for being a very "disorderly houseò, because its proprietor, John Lockley, often provided 

drink and entertainment to Negroes [Hedges, Anne Rachel, 1993]. 

 

Samuel Archibaldôs will of February, 1796, showed a total inventory, including the tavern's 

furnishing of 120 pounds, which included his sailing vessel, the sloop York and all the ship's 

rigging and sails. The inventory of tavern furnishings included only four bedsteads in good 

condition, although three "old beds" and various broken parts of them were found at the estate. 

Archibald's estate owned only four tables and ten chairs. His dinnerware for the tavern consisted 

of a set of three dozen Queens ware plates, a practical and functional type of inexpensive china 

[Hedges, Anne Rachel, 1993]. 

 

Archibaldôs furnishings for his tavern at the time of his death show much less wealth available to 

provide expensive furniture and dinnerware for his much smaller and less prestigious tavern. It 

can also be noted that Archibaldôs material possessions mirrored his lower community status as a 

small tavern owner at what was basically a way-station for travelerôs heading into the city from 

the east as compared to the more luxurious furnishings owned by William Booker, the owner of 

the better known Union Tavern located in the heart of the city [Hedges, Anne Rachel, 1993]. 
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Rawling's Tavern  

 

Summary 

 

Notes: Later Named The Rising Sun 

Identification Number:  23 

In Operation:  1787  to 1794 

Location:  Corner of Main Street And Private Alley/14th Street - Lot 334 

Lat/Lon:  37.535512 , -77.432165 

Manager(s)/Owner(s):  Robert Rawlings 

 

General Information 

 

Located on a numbered lot in Shockoe Valley based on Richard Youngôs, Plan of the City of 

Richmond (1809) [Lennon, Heather Nicole, 2013]. 

 

In Shockoe Valley, Rawlingôs was a prominent tavern. It was the only tavern in Richmond above 

the falls of the James to enjoy an eastern exposure. Originally, it was known as Rawlings Tavern 

in honor of its owner, Robert Rawlings, from Portsmouth, Virginia. In 1787, Rawlings began his 

business in tavern keeping at the corner of what would later be known as Exchange Alley and 

Fourteenth Street. Although a great fire destroyed the tavern in January, 1787, by September of 

that same year, Rawlings was able to open his tavern once again. Referring to this new construction 

in a newspaper advertisement, Rawlings described the tavern as ñIt is fitted to accommodate 

gentlemen with boarding; lodging and has accommodations equal to any Tavern in the Cityñ 

[Lennon, Heather Nicole, 2013]. 
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Eagle Tavern  

 

Summary 

 

Notes: Later Named Eagle Hotel In 1822. Destroyed By Fire 12/29/1838) 

Identification Number:  24 

In Operation:  1787  to 1839 

Location:  1207 East Main Street - Lot 336 

Lat/Lon:  37.536398 , -77.433526 

Manager(s)/Owner(s): James Currie; Holman Redwood; 1786 - 1789: Robert Anderson; 1789 - 

1795: Serafino Formicola; 1795-1802: William Radford; 1802: Esme Smock; 1809: George 

Turner and James Smithers; 1811: Mrs. Wiatt; William H. Hawkins; 1833: Thomas C. Powell 
 

General Information 

 

The Eagle Tavern came into existence in 1787. A large three storied brick building housed this 

tavern, extending along Main Street, between Twelfth and Thirteenth Streets. Over the next twenty 

years, its fame, prestige, and financial success enabled the owners to add many additions to this 

early structure. New wings were added to the tavern, and better stables were eventually added 

sometime between 1813 and 1817. The tavern, which often held dances and balls, was noted for 

its smooth floors, well suited for this social activity. The tavern was also an easily found landmark 

in the city as the owners had a huge placard painted with the "Sign of the Eagle" hung at the front 

of the tavern [Hedges, Anne Rachel, 1993]. 

 

In the Eagle, Marshall began his examination of Burr, and here two years later Thomas Jefferson 

was entertained.  Ralph Izard, staying there in 1810, wrote of it: ñOf all the Taverns I ever was in, 

the Eagle is the worstò.  Insurance policies show that the Eagle sat back from the street, and had a 

courtyard surrounded on three sides by ñporticoesò. These may have been added when the old inn 

was made over into a ñhotelò in 1817.  

 

It was probably this courtyard that was temporarily covered over with eight thousand feet of 

flooring when a ball was held for Lafayette in 1825. The Eagle burned fourteen years later, and its 

ruins, which for six years disfigured Main Street, were finally cleared away for stores, though the 

corner was still called Eagle Square as late as 1860 [Scott, Mary Wingfield, 2018]. 
 

It was located on a numbered lot on Shockoe Hill  based on Richard Youngôs, Plan of the City of 

Richmond (1809) [Lennon, Heather Nicole, 2013].  Mordecai describes this area, ñThe Brick Bow, 

thus distinguished of old for its exclusiveness, commenced at this spot, and extended up to what 

was Crawford's Corner, now the Dispatch office, corner of 13th Street; where the same cannon 

has stood guard against the assaults of drays and wagons at least sixty years. The square diagonally 

above the old gun was, I think, the next that could boast of brick fronts, and these, where not 

replaced by new ones, now show marks of antiquity. The opposite square was the third to obtain 

such distinction, and its most conspicuous edifice was the Eagle Tavern. Pursuing an angular 

course from the upper corner of the Eagle Square, as it is still called, though the eagle has flown, 

we see the last of the brick rows that stood, at the beginning of the present century, on Main, 

between 11th and 12th Street, and that row has risen a story, by an Irish process of depression; the 



 

Richmond Memories 
 

138 

 

street having been cut down until the cellars were brought to light and converted into shops 

[Mordecai, Samuel, 1856, 1860]. 
 

The Eagle Tavern was for many years after the Revolution the cityôs most important hostelry. It 

was located on the south side of Main between 12th and 13th Street. It housed a ballroom that was 

the site of dinners, seasonal race balls, and other important social events. Washington was 

entertained at the Eagle in 1791 and Winfield Scott in 1817 [Urban Scale Richmond, 2018]. 

 

Among the Shockoe Hill  taverns, Richmondôs most celebrated house of public entertainment was 

the Eagle Tavern. Throughout its life, a host of tavern keepers operated the Eagle Tavern. James 

Currie, a young physician from Scotland, originally led construction of it  [Lennon, Heather 

Nicole, 2013]. 

 

Following the initial stages of construction for Richmondôs capitol buildings, James Currie, a 

young physician, began laying the ground work for one of Richmondôs most notorious public 

houses, the three story Eagle Tavern. The only known description of Dr. Currieôs original building 

appeared in the Virginia Gazette or the American Advertiser on Saturday, 7 January 1786. The 

advertisement drew notice to each of the three floors and gave detailed attention to the 

specifications of each room [Lennon, Heather Nicole, 2013]. 

 

Highlighting the dimensions of the first floor, the advertisement stated: ñTO BE RENTED, for 

one year, or LEASED for a term of years, A LARGE commodious three story Brick House, 

conveniently situated in the City of Richmond, with the following apartments:   A cellar, 27 ft. x 

36 ft. Upon the first floor, two rooms 17 feet 10 inches, by 12 feet 4 inches. Two rooms, 13 feet 4 

inches, by 9 feet 4 inches. One room, 25 feet 8 inches, by 17 feet 6 inches. One room, 17 feet 6 

inches, by 11 feet 8 inches; with the necessary passages, and four fire placesò [Lennon, Heather 

Nicole, 2013]. 

 

The advertisement proceeded to describe the parameters of each room on the other two floors of 

the tavern in a similar fashion [Lennon, Heather Nicole, 2013]. 
 

The Eagle Tavern had elegant accommodations, including a ballroom, coffee room, multiple 

private rooms, stables, and  carriage house, for its genteel patrons. Just as Capitol Hill was the 

commonwealthôs seat of government, the tavern served as the cityôs seat of entertainment. During 

the day, members of the legislature enacted laws on Capitol Hill. At night, however, the Eagle 

Tavern provided a space for entertainment, amusement, and relaxation [Lennon, Heather Nicole, 

2013]. 

 

Col. Radford of the Eagle, was of grand dimensions, as was his house in those days, and of great 

resort. Esme Smock afterwards became landlord of the Eagle [Mordecai, Samuel, 1856, 1860].  

 

While many of the tavern keepers were Revolutionary War veterans, or at least claimed to be 

veterans by adding honorific military titles such as ñColonelò or ñMajorò, perhaps the most  well-

known of these military men was Colonel William Radford. The Colonel ran the prosperous and  

well-known Eagle Tavern from 1795 to 1802. According to local legend, as a young man in the 

early years of the Revolution, Radford was spurred to enlist in the Continental Army after listening 

to a fiery speech by Patrick Henry at the Hanover Court House on the importance of liberty for all 
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Americans. Early in his military career, however, Radford was captured by British forces and 

deported to England, where it is said, he and his fellow soldiers were held prisoners in the Tower 

of London. From there, he somehow miraculously effected an escape and with another prisoner 

made his way to the Continent, where they were able to enlist the help of the Marquis de Lafayette, 

who provided assistance for them to return to America.  In his later years, however, when he ran 

the Eagle Tavern, Radford had settled into his role as publican and sported a figure "of grand 

dimensions, as was his house in those days",  a distant picture of his more dashing days as a 

patriotic young soldier [Hedges, Anne Rachel, 1993]. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mutual Assurance Society, Eagle Tavern, 1796 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mutual Assurance Society, Eagle Tavern, 1822 
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On Saturday night, 29 December 1838. a fire broke out at the Eagle Hotel commencing in the 

barbers Shop at the comer of E Street (later known as Main Street) and the arch which was the 

extreme lowest comer of the Eagle or in Mr. Wm Booths Upholstery Store next door. Supposed 

to be by accident. The first alarm was at half past eleven oôclock and the entire tavern was 

consumed together with nearly all the furniture also one tenement above and two below the Eagle 

was consumed and two or three on 13th Street embracing all from E Street to Exchange on the 

north west side. There a great many goods were destroyed although the larger portion was saved. 

The amount of Stores of different kind embracing those under the Eagle was 8 or 9.  The houses 

were covered with snow the night calm and very cold.  Ice was seen on the firemenôs coats 

[Sorensen, Leni Ashmore, 2005]. 

 

Historical References 

 

1791: An event of great interest on 26 March 1791, was the visit of President Washington to 

Richmond. The people in large numbers came to meet him, and he was entertained at dinner at the 

Eagle Tavern. When the Common Hall was informed that the President of the United States was 

hourly expected in the city on his way South, a meeting was called and the mayor, George 

Nicholson, Recorder David Lambert, John Barret, Alex. McRobert, Robert Mitchell, and Henry 

Banks were appointed a committee to prepare and present an address to him [Christian, W. Asbury, 

1912]. 

 

1794: UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT. An examination of the records of the courts shows 

that they were similar in one respect.  All of them seemed to have a leaning towards Jewish 

jurymen. One of the first entries in the book of the United States District Court which met in 

Richmond, of date 17 December 1794, is to the effect that Marcus Elcan served on a jury. One 

year later to the day, on 17 December 1795, Isaiah Isaacs, Richmond's first Jewish citizen, is 

mentioned in the same capacity. On 26 June 1796 the second oldest Jewish resident, Jacob I. 

Cohen, is recorded in the same connection. Six months later, on December 18th, both Isaacs and 

Cohen served. The latter acted as juryman quite frequently. The first entry in this book in which 

the name of a Jew appears is that of 10 July 1794, when it is ordered that depositions be taken at 

the Eagle Tavern on the 19th of that month in a case in which Moses Myers figured as a defendant 

[Ezekiel, Herbert T., Lchtenstein, Gaston, 1917]. 

1795:  William Radfordôs ñEagle Tavernò, in the City of Richmond, Main Street. ñBest 

accommodations for themselves and horsesò [Virginia Argus, 6-13-1795, P4]. 

1805: The Republicans, or Democratic Republicans, as they were called, gave two dinners on 4 

March 1805, one at Washington Tavern, with Governor Page as president, and one at Eagle 

Tavern, Dr. Foushee president, to celebrate the inauguration of Thomas Jefferson for a second 

term as President of the United States [Christian, W. Asbury, 1912]. 

 

1807: The year 1807 was marked by two events of great importance. The first began on 24 March 

1807, when the stage from the South arrived bringing Aaron Burr, former Vice-President of the 

United States, a prisoner under strong guard. He was carried to Eagle Tavern, where he was 

expected to remain until Monday 30th and then to be taken to jail. He was captured near Natchez, 

charged with (1) treason in levying war against the United States; (2) preparing an expedition 
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against the colonies of Spain. a nation with whom the United States was at peace. Monday Burr 

was taken before Judge Marshall for examination in a room in Eagle Tavern. Edmund Randolph 

and John Wickham were counsel for the prisoner, and Caesar A. Rodney and George Hay for the 

prosecution. Objection was made to the private examination, so Judge Marshall adjourned it to the 

Capitol 31 March 1807 [Christian, W. Asbury, 1912]. 

 

1809: On Thursday afternoon, 19 October 1809, a carriage stopped before Swan Tavern, which 

stood on Broad street not far from Tenth. Its occupant alighted and went in; his distinguished 

appearance attracted attention; it was Thomas Jefferson. He had finished his two terms as President 

of the United States 4 March 1809 and had come to Richmond on some private business.  On 

Saturday a public dinner was given him by the citizens at Eagle Tavern. Governor Tyler presided. 

Among the toasts were "Our Government," "The President," "The Memory of Washington," and 

"The Freedom of the Seas," responded to by .Jefferson [Christian, W. Asbury, 1912]. 

 

1817: General Winfield Scott arrived in Richmond 10 December 1817, and on 14 December 1817 

was given a public dinner at the Eagle Tavern. Among those who responded to toasts were Thomas 

Wilson, mayor; P. N. Nicholas, attorney-general; Mr. Watts, Speaker of Senate, and Stevenson of 

the House; Governor James P. Preston, Judges Marshall and Roane. General Scott was so much 

pleased with Richmond that he decided to tie himself closer to her, so on 11 March 1817 he was 

married to Miss Maria D. Mayo, daughter of Col. John Mayo [Christian, W. Asbury, 1912]. 

 

1822: The stage brought to Richmond, on 28 January 1822, two distinguished visitors, Henry Clay 

and George M. Bibb. They came as commissioners from Kentucky to appear before the Legislature 

relative to the meaning and execution of an act of 1789 entitled, The Erection Of The District of 

Kentucky Into A Separate State. It seems that the title of a good deal of land was involved in the 

construction of the act. These gentlemen appeared before a joint session on 7 February 1822, and 

a great crowd of citizens attended to hear Clay speak. He spoke for three hours and was followed 

by Bibb. A public dinner in their honor was given at the Eagle Hotel on 9 February 1822 [Christian, 

W. Asbury, 1912]. 

 

1825: In 1825 Richmond had the greatest civic and social affair in her history, General Lafayette 

visited the city. As early as July the volunteer companies of the city met and proposed to give him 

a reception at Yorktown on 19 October 1825, and to invite all the troops of the State to join them. 

All of the companies of the State responded, and a great meeting, commemorating the victory of 

American independence, was arranged. The Richmond Light Infantry Blues, the Artillery 

Company, the Rifle Rangers, the Governor and his council, the Chief Justice of the United States, 

the judges of the Court of Appeals, and the citizens set out on 16 October 1825 for Yorktown. In 

the meantime several public meetings had been held and extensive arrangements were made for 

the generalôs visit to Richmond. Governor Pleasants offered the mansion for his reception, but it 

was thought best to secure a suite of fine rooms for the party, and twenty rooms for the officers of 

the Revolutionary War at the Eagle Hotel [Christian, W. Asbury, 1912]. 
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Upon his arrival a procession followed Lafayette from the dock to Main Street and along that 

thoroughfare to the Eagle Hotel, where the general and his son, Georges Washington Lafayette, 

had a suite of rooms [Christian, W. Asbury, 1912]. 

 

There was a parade from the Eagle Hotel to city hall, where Mayor John Adams welcomed 

Lafayette. The latter made a gracious response, and passed through one of the arches erected at 

the gates of Capitol Square, with ñtransparenciesò at each honoring heroes of the Revolution 

[Dabney, 1992]. 

 

That evening a monumental repast was tendered the famous guest. It lasted from 5 P.M. to 11 

P.M., probably a record, and included numerous courses and even more numerous toasts. 

Benjamin Watkins Leigh presided and Vice President John C. Calhoun was present, along with 

Governor James Pleasants [Dabney, 1992].  The large yard was covered with a floor and canopied 

with canvass, so as to accommodate eight hundred or a thousand people. The place was 

handsomely decorated and brilliantly lighted, so that it looked almost like fairyland [Christian, W. 

Asbury, 1912]. 

   

Chief Justice Marshall delivered the oration in the square, and the general was moved to the verge 

of tears. On guard at George Washingtonôs old army tent, brought to Richmond for the occasion, 

were the Richmond Junior Volunteers, composed of youths too young to serve in the militia. 

Second in command of this ñMorgan Legionò was Edgar Allan Poe, not quite sixteen. He had been 

elected lieutenant by his fellow legionnaires, a role not normally associated with one of historyôs 

most illustrious poets [Dabney, 1992]. 

 

1827: W. B. Giles was elected Governor in February, 1827, to succeed John Tyler, who was 

elected to the United States Senate, defeating John Randolph of Roanoke. The friends of Tyler 

gave him a public dinner at the Union Hotel on 3 March 1827.  William C. Holt, Speaker of the 

Senate, presided. The friends of John Randolph of Roanoke gave him a public dinner at the Eagle 

Hotel, and Linn Banks, Speaker of the House of Delegates, presided [Christian, W. Asbury, 1912]. 

 

1832: The one hundredth anniversary of the birth of George Washington was celebrated in 

Richmond with a great parade on 22 February 1832. The military companies returned to the Square 

and fired a salute; this was followed by a public dinner, and at night there was a ball at the Eagle 

Hotel [Christian, W. Asbury, 1912]. 

 

1836:  Politics were hot and bitter between the Democratic Republicans and the Whigs in 1836. 

Some Republicans proposed a third term for Andrew Jackson and it raised a storm of protest. 

Friends of the administration and those opposed were holding meetings. A public dinner was given 

at the Eagle Hotel by the Whigs, John Tyler and B. W. Leigh, Senator, on 19 March 1836 

[Christian, W. Asbury, 1912]. 

 

1837: Judge Dabney Carr, of the Court of Appeals, died on 7 January 1837. Philip N. Nicholas 

was elected judge of Richmond an Henrico circuit. Judge Parker resigned his seat in the United 

States Senate and W. H. Roane, of Richmond, was elected in March, 1837. A public dinner was 

given W. C. Rives at the Eagle Hotel on 21 March 1837. Speakers Linn Banks of the House and 
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W. H. Parker of the Senate presided, assisted by Judges P. V. Daniel and P. N. Nicholas [Christian, 

W. Asbury, 1912]. 

 

1838: Theatres had not flourished in Richmond since the awful fire of 26 December 1811. One 

had been built and it, too, burned. Another was built, called The Marshall Theatre, and opened on 

14 November 1838. Judge William Brockenbrough, of the Court of Appeals, died in the city on 

December 10th, and in January Robert Stanard was elected in his place [Christian, W. Asbury, 

1912]. 

 

1839: The noted hostelry at which so many public meetings and celebrated dinners had been held, 

the Eagle Hotel, and a number of adjoining houses, burned on 29 December 1839 [Christian, W. 

Asbury, 1912]. 

 

The Eagle Tavern is shown in Virginia Mutual policies from 1796 to 1817 with values ranging 

from $ 2,540 to $ 53,750. The policy holder was James Currie and then Edward Hallam.  See 

below for additional details [Mutual Assurance Society, 1796ï1867, Richmond]. 

 

James Currie 1796 $ 12,600 

James Currie 1802 $   2,540 

James Currie 1813 $ 20,000 

Edward Hallam 1817 $ 53,750 

   

The Eagle Hotel is shown in Virginia Mutual policies from 1822 to 1829 with values ranging from 

$ 75,500 to $ 78,750. The policy holder was Edward Hallam.  See below for additional details 

[Mutual Assurance Society, 1796ï1867, Richmond]. 

 

Edward Hallam 1822 $ 75,500 

Edward Hallam 1829 $ 78,750 

 

In 1936 the following information was determined by the United States Works Progress 

Administration [Garnett, 1936]: 

 

Class: Site (tavern) 

Building date: 1798 

Location: Main St. between 12th and 13th St., Richmond, Va. 

Primary owners: Col. Radford, Esme Smock 
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Enquirer, Volume 7, Number 96, 5 March 1811 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Virginia Argus, Volume 16, Number 1611, 20 December 1808 
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Mrs. Gilbert's Coffee House  

 

Summary 

 

Notes: Later Named Andersonôs Tavern, Then Union Tavern And Then Globe Tavern 

Identification Number:  25 

In Operation:  1788  to 1802 

Location:  South Side Main Street Between 11th And 12th Street- Lot 376 

Lat/Lon:  37.537384 , -77.433853 

Manager(s)/Owner(s):   

 

General Information 

 

Mrs. Gilbertôs Coffee House occupied a large wooden building on Main opposite the Exchange 

Bank.  It was a very popular gathering place, later known as the Globe Tavern. The  two story 

Globe Hotel (formerly Mrs. Gilbertôs Coffee House) is shown in an 1809 Virginia Mutual policy. 

It was equipped with porches across the front and rear. [Urban Scale Richmond, Taverns of 

Richmond, Richmond, 2018].  The policy holder was James H. Lynch and the value of the property 

was $ 142 [Mutual Assurance Society, 1796ï1867, Richmond]. 

 

Mordecai describes it, ñNearly opposite to the present Exchange Bank stood a large wooden 

building, which, in my youthful days, was Mrs. Gilbert's Coffee House ; not a news-room, 

but truly what its name imports. Here tea, coffee and chocolate were dispensed to customers, 

seated around the fire in winter, or at the open windows in summerò.  In after years, and under 

other occupants, it assumed the name of the Union, and afterwards the Globe Tavern, and it 

closed its career, a few years ago, as an ñ oyster and beef-steak house, with other refreshments, 

ñunder a skillful mulatto woman, whose canvas backs, soras and other delicacies of the season 

attracted many customers [Mordecai, Samuel, 1856, 1860]. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Virginia Argus, 20 May 1793, Mon, Page 4 
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Chapter 9 

 

Early National Period (1790 ï 1830) 
 

 

Prior to the revolution, England generally discouraged the manufacturing of goods in the colonies, 

seeing them simply as a source of raw materials [TCC, 1989]. In the years following it, however, 

this changed dramatically. By 1794, the canal through Richmond had been completed to the point 

of removing the difficulty of passing the rapids and by 1822, the Richmond Dock, a long wooden 

lock extending between 14th Street and the navigation at Rocketts Landing at approximately 27th 

Street, was in operation [Christian, 1912:41; TCC, 1989].  

 

The completion of the canal in addition to the abundant water power of the falls helped Richmond 

grow as an important commercial center. Though tobacco continued to form the backbone of its 

economy, other industries opened. By the early nineteenth century, the region surrounding 

Richmond began to flourish and expand and the cityôs population more than doubled between 

1790 and 1800 (from 2,000 to 5,700 residents) [USCB].  

 

The fledgling community around Rocketts Landing grew as a transition point between plantation 

society and the areaôs emergence as a multicultural mercantile center [Gottleib, 2005]. After 1780, 

Rocketts was vigorously developed primarily by a small group of men, most of whom were recent 

immigrants engaged in mercantile and maritime trades; this included John Hague, George 

Nicholson, John Lester, and Joseph Simpson [Mouer, 1992].  

 

In 1790, they petitioned the City of Richmond to build a drawbridge over Gillies Creek at Rocketts 

Street or Lester Street (present day E. Main Street), at their own expense, to connect their planned 

lots to the city. By 1794, they were looking to build a fixed bridge to replace the drawbridge 

[Mouer, 1992]. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lester Street from the 1906 Hill Directory map of Richmond 
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Rocketts early in this period had an ñamorphous relationshipò with Richmond until a series of laws 

and ordinances adopted between 1798-1808 strictly defined it as a part of the city [VHLCS, 1974]. 

In 1808, the roads through Rocketts were legally named [Mouer, 1992].  

 

Around and through this area were Bloody Run Street (Williamsburg Avenue), Poplar Street, Elm 

Street, and Maple Street. Among these streets, the blocks were divided into half-acre lots like 

elsewhere in the city. This included all of Lots 207, 208, 209, 22, 23, 33, 35, and 37 and parts of 

Lots 200,201, 202, 213, 214, 18, 19, 20, 21, 24, 25, 31, 32, 34, and 36. Gillies Creek bisected the 

settlement; the earliest development appears to have been on the west side of the Creek [Mouer, 

1992].  

 

When the year 1800 opened Richmond had 5,735 inhabitants. There were four newspapers in the 

town. The Virginia Gazette and Richmond Advertiser, printed by Augustine Davis, and The 

Examiner, by Meriweather Jones, were the principal ones, and The Virginia Argus, by Samuel 

Pleasants, Jr., and The Recorder, by Pace and Callender were the others [Christian, W. Asbury, 

1912]. 

 

Rocketts Landing would have played an integral role in Gabriel Prosserôs ill-fated uprising in 

1800. The plan was to set fire to the wooden buildings along the waterfront and wait for the rush 

of people from Church Hill and Shockoe Hill  to attend to the flames at which point slaves would 

enter the city from the north to the capital and armory. The slaves would then engage with the 

white people exhausted from fighting the fire. Prosserôs plan was foiled by two slaves of Mosby 

Sheppard, Pharaoh and Tom, and was further disrupted by a torrential storm [Dabney, 1992:54-

55].  

 

The streams overflowed their banks and the roads became impassable with mud and water. A 

young negro man attached to his master, awed by the terrific storm, repented of the part he 

expected to take in the bloody affair, and leaving the crowd swam the swollen creek at the risk of 

his life and made his way back home. It was nearly day when he aroused his master and told him 

of the whole plot. The gentleman at once gave the alarm and the whole city immediately prepared 

for defense. On this occasion the Richmond Light Infantry Blues were first called into service by 

Governor Monroe. The ringleader, calling himself ñGeneral Gabriel," and others were captured 

and publicly hanged. This had the general effect of awing the other insurrectionists [Christian, W. 

Asbury, 1912]. 

 

Between 1814 and 1819, Richmond as a whole experienced flush times. After the War of 1812, 

specie payments were suspended for a time which created a strong spirit of speculation and real 

estate in and around the city rose in value. It was during this time that Thomas Rutherford amassed 

a significant amount of land in every quarter of the city. He was engaged in milling, importing and 

exporting under the name of ñThomas Rutherfordò .  

 

The following broadside foreshadows Richmond's rise as a major market in the domestic, or 

interstate, slave trade by the middle of the nineteenth century [Library of Virginia, Richmond, 

2011]. 
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An Advertisement For The Sale Of Eleven Slaves, 17 February 1812 

 

This advertisement announced the sale of four men, two women, and five children that would take 

place on 24 February 1812, at the Eagle Tavern in Richmond. The woodcut depicting laborers 

suggests that the printer produced advertisements of slaves often enough to justify the expense of 

commissioning the artwork. Much of the slave trading activity in Richmond took place in hotels 

located in the area of Shockoe Bottom. Venues like the Eagle Tavern, built in 1787 and located on 

the south side of Main Street between Twelfth and Thirteenth Street, the Exchange Hotel, and 

many others had special holding pens and showrooms where sales took place. In order to make 

the best impression with potential buyers, there were even businesses that specialized in dressing 

slaves for sale [Library of Virginia, Richmond, 2011]. 

  

Notable in this broadside is the mention of the skills practiced by these enslaved African 

Americans. A carpenter, a ñBrick Moulder,ò a tanner, and ña good Crop Handò or agricultural 

worker, are listed, providing evidence that many slaves were trained as artisans and craftsmen. 

This widespread practice was intended to save slave owners money, but it also had the effect of 

reducing the need for free white laborers. To avoid competition with enslaved laborers who were 

the mainstay of the southern workforce, many European immigrants to the United States during 

the antebellum period settled in the North. Between 1810 and 1820, a ñprime field handò sold for 

about $ 400. By the 1830s, that increased to $ 600 in Virginia, and $ 1,100 in Louisiana. Between 
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1810 and 1820, scholars estimate that 45,000 enslaved people were sold away from Virginia. As 

many as 300,000 enslaved African Americans were sold through Richmond to points in the lower 

South by the 1860s [Library of Virginia, Richmond, 2011]. 

 

Being sold at an auction was an embarrassing and frightening experience for enslaved African 

Americans. Men and women were forced before a roomful of spectators to strip so their bodies 

could be inspected for defects. This included showing teeth and an inspection of mouths, eyes, and 

other extremities. Sales were especially frightening because slaves did not know who their new 

owners would be, or if they would be sold away from their loved ones. These conditions sometimes 

spurred some enslaved African Americans to run away from the South, and there were rumors that 

slave rebellions were inspired because of such forced separations. Outside of the South, the horrors 

of the auction block featured prominently in antislavery speeches and literature [Library of 

Virginia, Richmond, 2011]. 

 

Speculative demand drove property prices to between two and ten times their previous 

assessments. The cityôs landscape changed as ñsteep hills were leveled or graded and new towns 

or extensions of the old were tacked on in every directionò. Hopeful entrepreneurs founded new 

enterprises: hotels, stores, glass works, a sugar house, and a shot tower, among others. When 

payments came due, however, speculators found themselves short of funds and resold their former 

properties for half of what they had paid. The tax value of buildings was cut in 1819 and halved 

again in 1820. After this collapse, Richmondôs development slowed almost a stand still. Between 

1827 and 1835, only between ten and thirty new buildings were erected each year, with an annual 

average of twenty-one [Cook, Elizabeth, College of William & Mary, 2017]. 

 

In Rocketts, Nicholson, Hague, Lester, and Simpson, were individually successful in addition to 

developing the area. By the 1790s, George Nicholson had a lumber warehouse along the James 

River near the mouth of Gillies Creek; this may have been a building to store lumber or something 

akin to a pawn shop. He also had two docks in the neighborhood, as did John Lester [Mouer, 

1992].  

 

In 1788 Captain John Hague and John Lester were partners in the land owning firm Hague & 

Lester; John Hague was also appointed harbor master at Rocketts by Henrico County [Mouer, 

1992; Manarin and Dowdey, 2007].  

 

By the late eighteenth century and certainly by the 1820s, Rocketts was known as a rough town. 

Goats and hogs roamed freely, sailors patronized the Rocketts Landing Tavern, and ñbackcountry 

farmers, Indians, merchants, free blacks and hired out slave artisans and laborers, traders, 

innkeepers, ship captains, and stevedores comingled along the portôs wharves and in the village 

communityò [Gottlieb, 2005].  

 

In 1830, the area of Rocketts Landing consisted large brick warehouses and stores along the streets 

near the river and dense clusters of houses filling the side streets with domestic affairs filling the 

alleyways and common yards between houses and shops. City directories show that the area was 

largely comprised of ñwhite and free black tenant laborers with some larger land owning 

merchants and craftspersonsò and a large portion of immigrants and hired out slaves [Mouer, 

1992].  
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Mutual Assurance policies provide some sense of development in the first half of the nineteenth 

century. In 1817, there was a three story brick tobacco manufactory on the south side of Bloody 

Run Street (present-day Williamsburg Avenue) between Elm and Maple Streets insured by the 

descendants of Marion (or Marrin) Price.  

 

The city's access to water was basic to the life and well-being of its citizen. At first the water 

supply began at a very basic level. Public wells at street corners and a spring located south of Main 

Street sufficed for the townôs water supply in the eighteenth century. [Urban Scale, 20 November 

2018, Richmond]. 

 

By 1808, however, the city, following national trends, used ingenuity to improve the purity and 

volume of the supply. Water was now conveyed in wooden pipes to the market at Seventeenth 

Street from a spring near Libby Hill. The resulting terminal fountain at the City Market must have 

been a familiar and significant destination for farmers, patrons, stall-holders, and their thirsty draft 

animals, not to mention the residents of all sorts that relied on that and similar public sources of 

water placed throughout the town.   

  

The city was constantly expanding and improving its rudimentary water system. As technologies 

became accessible, the city applied them to the acquisition of addition supplies of water for 

drinking and fire prevention. In 1816, the common hall (city council) agreed to sink a well in 

Broad Street near the new Courthouse, which was located at the site of the current Old City Hall. 

[Common Hall, 27 May 1816].  

 

By 1830, Richmondôs water supply "consisted of public wells at the street corners and several 

public hydrants with water conveyed in wooden pipes from a spring near Chimborazo Hill and 

from one in the Capitol Squareò [Christian, 1912, 115].  

 

In 1827, the Common Hall had issued an order forbidding tampering with the cityôs public water 

supply, including wells and pumps along H Street (Broad Street) installed at the cityôs expense 

and the wooden pipes, placed by ñsundry liberal and deserving inhabitants (who) have at their own 

expense, placed wooden pipes through which water is conveyed from the basin of the canal, 

through the Main Street of the said city as far as Shockoe Creek, and have erected fountains or jets 

in different parts of the said pipes, whereby many citizens are supplied with water, and in case of 

fire in that part of the city, great advantages may be experienced from the water supplied at the 

said fountains or pumpsò [Ordinance for keeping in repair the Fountains in the Main Street of the  

city of Richmond, 16 Nov. 1827].    

 

In 1829, the City proposed an expanded "watering" of D Street (Cary Street) and E Street (Main 

Street) from the Basin at 11th Street to Shockoe Creek, using iron pipes, at a cost of $ 5,631.64 

[Common Hall, 28 May 1829].   

 

A pump on Fourteenth Street was also proposed for use by fire companies. In the same 

year, Nicholas Mills ceded to the City a twenty-five foot-wide street through his lot from 7th to 

8th street, giving access to a tract containing Gibsonôs Spring, guaranteeing "open access to the 

said Spring reserved for public purposesò [Common Hall, 8 June 1829]. 
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A new system was opened in 1832, supplied by a water powered pump with a capacity of 400,000 

gallons of poorly filtered canal water per day. This system served to fill a 4,000,000 gallon 

reservoir. Water was distributed through twelve miles of pipe to both public and private locations. 

The first private hydrant was in the yard of Corbin Warwick on Grace Street between Fifth and 

Sixth Streets [Christian, 1912].  

 

Second in importance to water in the city was a source of light and heat. The first efforts to bring 

gas into the City of Richmond occurred in the early 1800s when an exhibit displaying the new 

invention of ñInflammable Airò was shown. Attendees of the experiment testified that they 

believed ñgas produced from pit coal yields a more mild and uniform light than that from wood, 

and by comparison with the light from animal oil and tallow it appears to us, as it proceeded from 

a tube of about one fourth of an inch in diameter, to be nearly in the proportion of one to twenty.  

 

ñWe have witnessed with pleasure the gas applied to cooking purposesò [Christian, 1912]. While 

the public remained skeptical, the exhibit did result in the construction of an octagon light tower 

on Main Street at a height of 40 feet, although its popularity and use did not last and streets 

continued to be dark or lit by sperm oil lamps [Christian, 1912; Mordecai, 1860].  

 

Land east of Williamsburg Avenue also began to develop as a result of Rocketts Landingôs success 

as a thriving waterfront town. This area would become known as Fulton, a name that would 

eventually encompass Rocketts. It was likely named for James Alexander Fulton. Around 1800, 

Fulton married Eliza Mayo, great granddaughter of William Mayo, and built her a home known 

as ñMount Erinò on the site of the former Powhatan Village [James et al., 2007].  

 

Between 1800 and 1840, the number of enslaved people in Richmond increased from 2,293 to 

7,509, driven substantially by the use of enslaved, hired out workers in industries such as the 

tobacco warehouses and Tredegar Iron Works [Takagi,, 2000].  

 

As mentioned earlier Richmond had but 5,735 total inhabitants in 1800. Its chief taverns were the 

Eagle  Hotel on the south side of Main street between twelfth and thirteenth; and Bowler's Ordinary 

on Main street, where the City Hotel stood in 1933. The old Eagle was built in 1798; it was a large 

building forming the four sides of a square, its entrance being under a large arch way; for a long 

time it was the chief hotel in the city, being much frequented by members of the Legislature [Little, 

John P., 1933]. 

 

Bowlerôs Ordinary was a plain one story wooden building; a place of much resort. The Union was 

afterwards built; the old Swan Tavern, on Broad Street, was a place famous for political dinners; 

and the Washington, facing the public square, afforded thirsty members of the Legislature an 

opportunity of imbibing toddies and juleps to help off the tedium of a dry speaker, or to assist them 

in their patriotic endeavors to serve the public [Little, John P., 1933]. 

 

The whole city was very rough and very much needed improvement, especially in the upper part; 

Main street, above where the American Hotel was built, was so rugged that carriages could not 

pass, and it formed even a disagreeable path for pedestrians. The Capitol stood alone on its square; 

and this square was an unenclosed common, marked by two deep ravines, with the hillside covered 
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with galled places, and bare of trees or shrubs, with only a few stunted pine bushes scattered here 

and there and A wagon road that ran through it [Little, John P., 1933]. 

 

Taverns, ordinaries and hotels which were in operation during this period were (e=estimated 

date): 

 

 

ID NAME  (1790 ï 1830)  START  END  

1 Richard Leven's Tavern/Ordinary 1717  1809 e 

2 

Abraham Cowley's Ordinary (Also Known As 

Cooleyôs, Coleyôs Ordinary) 1737  1790 e 

3 Bird-In-The-Hand Tavern  1750  1852  

5 

City Tavern (Also Known As Galt's Tavern, First 

Named Richmond Tavern) 1766  1858  

13 

Neapolitian Tavern (Also Known As Formicola's 

Tavern) 1774  1790  

14 

Swan Tavern (Also Known As St. Tammany's 

Tavern, Boxley's Hotel. Later Named Broad Street 

Hotel) 1781  1849  

16 

Roper's Tavern (Also Known As John Roper's 

Tavern) 1782  1799 e 

17 Falling Gardens 1782  1809  

19 Mann's Tavern 1783 e 1793 e 

20 Miller's Old Tavern  1784  1794 e 

21 Crouch's Tavern (Also Known As Virginia Inn) 1784  1818  

22 

Lockley's Tavern (also known as Rocketts Landing 

Tavern) 1785 e 1790 e 

23 Rawling's Tavern (Later Named The Rising Sun) 1787  1794  

24 Eagle Tavern (Later Named Eagle Hotel In 1832) 1787  1839  

25 

Mrs. Gilbert's Coffee House (Later Named Union 

And Then Globe Tavern) 1788  1802  
26 Baker's Tavern (Renamed Goddin's Tavern) 1791  1835  

27 

Bowler's Ordinary/Tavern (Later Named Bell 

Tavern)  1793  1803  

28 Rising Sun Tavern (First Named Rawling's Tavern) 1792  1808  

29 

Cross Keys Tavern (Also Known As Cohen And 

Isaac's Tavern) 1796  1806  

30 

Goodall's (Also Known As Indian Queen or Fairy 

Queen and Later Named Washington Tavern/Hotel) 1797  1804  

31 

Wilkinson's Tavern (Also Known As Goodall's 

Tavern) 1797 e 1810 e 

32 Boyd's Tavern  1798  1873  
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33 Shield's Tavern 1800 e 1820 e 

34 Western Tavern 1800 e 1820 e 

35 White Hall Tavern 1800 e 1820 e 

36 William Cocke's Tavern 1800 e 1820 e 

37 William Lipscomb's Tavern 1800 e 1820 e 

38 

Union Tavern (First Named Mrs. Gilbert's Coffee 

House. Later Named Globe Tavern) 1802  1808  

39 Turner's Tavern 1802  1809  
40 Vauxhall Gardens (Behind City Tavern) 1802  1858  
41 American Hotel 1802  1865  

42 Bell Tavern (First Named Bowler's Tavern) 1803  1846  

43 

Davis's Tavern - Capt./Major Davis (Exchange 

Hotel Location) 1786  1809  
44 Archelaus Hughes' Tavern 1805  1847  

45 

Globe Tavern (First Named Mrs. Gilberts Coffee 

House And Then Named Union Tavern) 1808  1812  
46 Planters' Inn 1809 e 1813 e 

47 Exchange Coffee House (In The Bell Tavern) 1809  1814 e 

48 Lynch's Coffee House  1810 e 1841  

49 

Washington Tavern /Hotel (Later Named 

Monumental Hotel) 1804  1853  
50 Indian Queen 1806  1821  
51 Merchant's Coffee House 1814  1841 e 

52 Richardson's Tavern 1814 e 1841 e 

53 Trowler's Tavern 1814 e 1841 e 

54 Actor's Tavern 1816  1821 e 

55 Union Hotel (Later Named United States Hotel) 1817  1845  

56 Old Courthouse Tavern 1820  1854  

57 Shockoe Hill  Tavern 1821  1853  
58 Armstrong's Tavern 1830  1836  
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The following taverns, ordinaries and hotels which were in operation during this period are 

located on the map shown above : 

 
2  Richard Leven's Tavern/Ordinary (Listed As #1 In The Text), 1  Abraham Cowley's Ordinary, Also Known As 

Cooleyôs, Coleyôs Ordinary (Listed As #2 In The Text), 3  Bird-In-The-Hand Tavern , 5  City Tavern (Also Known 

As Galt's Tavern, First Named Richmond Tavern), 13  Neapolitian Tavern (Also Known As Formicola's Tavern), 

14  Swan Tavern (Also Known As St. Tammany's Tavern, Boxley's Hotel. Later Named Broad Street Hotel), 16  

Roper's Tavern (Also Known As John Roper's Tavern), 17  Falling Gardens, 19  Mann's Tavern, 20  Miller's Old 

Tavern , 21  Crouch's Tavern (Also Known As Virginia Inn), 22  Lockley's Tavern, 23  Rawling's Tavern (Later 

Named The Rising Sun), 24  Eagle Tavern (Later Named Eagle Hotel In 1832. Destroyed By Fire 12/29/1838), 25  

Mrs. Gilbert's Coffee House (Later Named Union And Then Globe Tavern), 26  Baker's Tavern (Renamed 

Goddin's Tavern), 27  Bowler's Ordinary/Tavern (Later Named Bell Tavern), 28  Rising Sun Tavern (First Named 

Rawling's Tavern), 29  Cross Keys Tavern (Also Known As Cohen And Isaac's Tavern), 30  Goodall's (Also Known 

As Indian Queen or Fairy Queen and Later Named Washington Tavern/Hotel), 31  Wilkinson's Tavern (Also 

Known As Goodall's Tavern), 32  Boyd's Tavern , 33  Shield's Tavern, 34  Western Tavern, 35  White Hall Tavern, 

36  William Cocke's Tavern, 37  William Lipscomb's Tavern, 38  Union Tavern (First Named Mrs. Gilbert's Coffee 

House. Later Named Globe Tavern), 39  Turner's Tavern, 40  Vauxhall Gardens (Behind City Tavern), 41  

American Hotel, 42  Bell Tavern (First Named Bowler's Tavern), 43  Davis's Tavern - Capt./Major Davis 

(Exchange Hotel Location), 44  Archelaus Hughes' Tavern, 45  Globe Tavern (First Named Mrs. Gilberts Coffee 

House And Then Named Union Tavern), 46  Planters' Inn, 47  Exchange Coffee House (In The Bell Tavern), 48  

Lynch's Coffee House , 49  Washington Tavern /Hotel (Later Named Monumental Hotel), 50  Indian Queen, 51  
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Merchant's Coffee House, 52  Richardson's Tavern, 53  Trowler's Tavern, 54  Actor's Tavern, 55  Union Hotel 

(Later Named United States Hotel), 56  Old Courthouse Tavern, 57  Shockoe Hill  Tavern, 58  Armstrong's Tavern 

 

The following taverns, ordinaries and hotels in operation during the EARLY NATIONAL 

PERIOD (1790 ï 1830) were first established during an earlier period and can be found in the 

previous Chapter. 

 

¶ Richard Leven's Tavern/Ordinary, Identification Number: 1 

¶ Abraham Cowley's Ordinary (Also Known As Cooleyôs, Coleyôs Ordinary), 

Identification Number: 2 

¶ Bird-In-The-Hand Tavern, Identification Number: 3 

¶ City Tavern, Identification Number: 5 

¶ Neapolitian Tavern (Also Known As Formicola's Tavern), Identification Number: 13 

¶ Swan Tavern (Also Known As St. Tammany's Tavern, Boxley's Hotel. Later Named 

Broad Street Hotel), Identification Number: 14 

¶ Roper's Tavern (Also Known As John Roper's Tavern), Identification Number: 

Identification Number: 16 

¶ Falling Gardens, Identification Number: 17 

¶ Mann's Tavern, Identification Number: 19 

¶ Miller's Old Tavern, Identification Number: 20 

¶ Crouch's Tavern (Also Known As Virginia Inn), Identification Number: 21 

¶ Lockleyôs Tavern (also known as Rocketts Landing Tavern), Identification Number: 22 

¶ Rawling's Tavern (Later Named The Rising Sun), Identification Number: 23 

¶ Eagle Tavern (Later Named Eagle Hotel In 1832. Destroyed By Fire on 12/29/1838), 

Identification Number: 24 

¶ Mrs. Gilbert's Coffee House (Later Named Andersonôs Tavern Then Union Tavern And 

Then Globe Tavern), Identification Number: 25 

 

The first of the thirty-three taverns/hotels established during this period was Baker's Tavern (also 

known as Baconôs Quarter Branch Tavern and later renamed Goddin's Tavern) having been 

established in 1791 on Brook Turnpike near Bacon's Quarter Branch.  Included in this time period 

was the establishment of many well-known taverns such as Bowler's Ordinary/Tavern (later named 

Bell Tavern); the Rising Sun Tavern (first named Rawling's Tavern), and Goodall's (also known 

as the Indian Queen or Fairy Queen and later named Washington Tavern/Hotel).  Goodallôs was 

the first establishment at one of the longest used locations in Richmond, 9th and Grace Street, for 

a tavern/hotel building.  The total number of taverns/hotels in operation during this time period 

was forty-eight (includes fifteen from previous periods which were still in business). 

 

The use of brick materials, common to the earlier Colony To Nation (1751 ï 1789) period, 

continued to be used in the taverns of Richmond. 

 

Photographs of Bakerôs Tavern show that the original building was a long brick structure that 

paralleled the turnpike and was fronted by a  two story porch. This appears to have been penetrated 

at the center by an archway that led to a yard at the rear that contained a famous spring of cold 

water. When  two story brick sections were added at each end, they defined an inset courtyard in 

the front [Rocket Werks, RVA Legends, 2015]. 
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During the time of  Peter Wilkinson's ownership, Goodallôs tavern expanded from its original three 

story brick construction with the addition of a three story brick outbuilding. Also, the owners added 

a brick residence behind the tavern itself in the early 1800s. The actual bar in the tavern from 

which drinks could be served was located on the back of the main building and could be reached 

by a long porch along the side of the structure [Hedges, Anne Rachel, 1993]. 

 

The Bell Tavern in Shockoe Valley serves as another example of the use of brick. On 11 July 

1801, Nathan Bell and George Winston of Hanover County purchased a three acre parcel of land 

on the north side of Main Street from Gervas Storrs. Winston, a builder specializing in brick 

masonry, replaced the former wooden structures of the tavern, located on this parcel of land, 

entirely of brick. Bell and Winston advertised their new tavern for rent on 6 October 1802. They 

described it as a new  three story brick house with thirty-seven rooms, along with a front and back 

platform. Nearby was a  two story brick family house with six rooms, including a fireplace in each 

one [Lennon, Heather Nicole, 2013]. 

 

The construction of the Union Hotel represented the sizeable accommodations that Richmond 

sought to provide for prominent travelers. Upon tearing down a two story wooden house on the 

corner of Main and 19th Street, Dr. John Adams began construction of a new house of public 

entertainment. Unlike ordinary public houses, Adams sought to build a hotel that was becoming 

increasingly popular in similar large cities. Based on Adamsôs vision, Manson constructed a four-

story brick structure measuring 50 ft. x 60 ft. Similar to the state capitol building, the entire exterior 

was made of brick and covered with stucco [Lennon, Heather Nicole, 2013]. 

 

Behind the hotel, Manson built a  three story brick wing that measured 100 ft. x 45 ft., with a brick 

patio facing towards the courtyard. The magnitude of this construction can be illustrated both by 

its appearance and value. The original wooden house that Dr. Adams tore down was insured at  

$ 1,250 in 1808. On 14 February 1817, the only half-finished Union Hotel and an accompanying 

wing were insured for $ 18,000. By the time the brick hotel and wing were completed on 8 July 

1817, the value of these two structures reached $ 50,000 [Lennon, Heather Nicole, 2013]. 

 

A Virginia Patriot advertisement from 1817 stated, ñThe splendid and extensive establishment 

erected by Dr. John Adams, at the corner of E Street (Main Street) and 19th Streets, we are happy 

to inform the public will be in full operation, under the name of the Union Hotel, before the 1st 

day of October nextò. The Virginia Patriot went on to say, ñThe front of the building affords in its 

present stage of finishing, the promise of uncommon beauty and correctness of proportion. The 

house will afford comfortable Lodging go an hundred persons; and the stable is calculated to 

receive 120 horsesò [Lennon, Heather Nicole, 2013]. 

 

The emergence of the Union Hotel highlights the expenses that tavern property owners were 

willing to pay in order to benefit from this new architecture of accommodation [Lennon, Heather 

Nicole, 2013]. 

 

The Union Hotel shows a hint of the uniquely American architectural movement, Classical 

Revival. It represented a more architecturally sophisticated response to the demand for overnight 

accommodations, the first to rise ñabove the primitive level of inns and tavernsò. It represented a 
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more architecturally sophisticated response to the demand for overnight accommodations, the first 

to rise ñabove the primitive level of inns and tavernsò. Its architectural form responded to the 

development of the ñfirst-classò hotel as a civic amenity in major American cities [Urban Scale of 

Richmond, 8 May 2018].   

 

The row of tall windows on the main floor suggests two entertaining rooms on the 

interior.   Manson provided the four story hotel with a tall piano noble with arch-headed floor-

length windows that was topped by a  two story row of applied Doric half columns fronting the 

bedroom floors. The walls, stuccoed to resemble stone, were terminated in a pattern book Doric 

entablature featuring carved paterae between the triglyphs [Urban Scale of Richmond, 8 May 

2018].   

 

The building was sheltered under a shallow hipped roof with a balustrade deck. A  three story wing 

stood to the rear. The cupola in the advertising lithograph shown above was probably added by 

the artist to improve the view, which was intended to show how large the building was [Urban 

Scale of Richmond, 8 May 2018].   
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Union Hotel 

 

During the  post-Revolutionary period, Virginia also became the  scene  of a uniquely American 

architectural movement, Classical Revival, particularly fostered by Thomas Jefferson. Jefferson 

was concerned about the architectural image  of the  nation he helped create. He considered 

colonial and  Federal architecture to be little more than  second-rate, provincial work.  He  believed 

the  nation's new architecture should be  directly inspired by ancient Roman precedent, the  

foundation of the architecture of Western civilization. He  synthesized a diversity of classically 

derived architectural design  traditions and  concepts to create  a building style suitable for  a 

young, essentially agrarian republic. Jefferson's architectural legacy is of national significance, 

and  he is often noted as one  of the  founders of American architecture [Virginia Department of 

Historic Resources, 2015]. 
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Jefferson's most conspicuous architectural work  was the Virginia State  Capitol in Richmond, the  

design  of which was directly inspired by an ancient Roman temple. This new "temple of 

democracy" marked the  first  instance where the  republican form of government was given 

architectural expression. It also  heralded the  Classical Revival  movement in America and  

established the  precedent of using monumental classicism for  government buildings, a practice 

that  continued nationwide well into the  20th century. This trend was reflected in Virginia's 

collection of temple-form county courthouses erected in the  first half of the  19th century, many 

of which were  designed and  built by workmen employed by Jefferson at both Monticello and  the  

University of Virginia [Virginia Department of Historic Resources, 2015]. 

 

Perhaps Virginia's earliest building to exhibit a Greek influence is Robert Mills' 1814 Monumental 

Church in Richmond. Mills incorporated the  distinctive Doric order of the Temple of Delos in the 

columns of the  church's porticos, an order illustrated in Antiquities if Athens. Philadelphia 

architect Thomas U. Walter, famed for  his dome on  the  United States  Capitol, designed several 

Greek Revival  churches for  Virginia, including Old  First  Baptist in Richmond [Virginia 

Department of Historic Resources, 2015]. 

 

Throughout Virginia are numerous buildings, particularly houses, embellished with  Grecian 

details  based on  both Benjamin's and  other American pattern books. While  the  pattern books 

offered designs for elevations and  plans, most of Virginia's Greek Revival  houses have  their  

Greek motifs applied to details  such  as doorways, window lintels, and  mantels. Some of these 

houses have  porches and  two-tier porticoes with  Greek columns, but  the general forms of the 

majority of the dwellings, especially rural ones, are the  traditional three  and  five bay examples 

of the  I-house form. Most of these houses have  the  simplest detailing. Any  Grecian influence is 

seen  primarily on molding profiles. Greek Revival  churches, schools, and  courthouses were  

frequently embellished with porticoes, either projecting or with  columns in antis [Virginia 

Department of Historic Resources, 2015]. 

 

The taverns, ordinaries and hotels which were established during the EARLY NATIONAL 

PERIOD (1790 ï 1830), are detailed in the pages that follow: 
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Baker's Tavern  

 

Summary 

 

Notes: Also Known As Baconôs Quarter Branch Tavern and Later Renamed Goddin's Tavern 

Identification Number:  26 

In Operation:  1791  to 1835 

Location:  821 Brook Turnpike Near Bacon's Quarter Branch 

Lat/Lon:  37.554271 , -77.443591 

Manager(s)/Owner(s):  Martin Baker; 1767 - 1782: Thomas Younghusband 

1782 - 1826: Daniel Triplett 

 

Baker's or Goddinôs Tavern stood just outside town at Baconôs Quarter Branch, where stock 

drivers could rest before entering the city with their herds. It also served as a popular place of 

resort and official entertainment. The tavern was opened by Martin Baker in the late 18th century 

and operated in later years by Capt. John Goddin [Urban Scale Richmond, Taverns of Richmond, 

Richmond, 2018]. 

 

The basic structure of the building was a square, with an interior courtyard, into which carriages 

and wagons could be drawn through a large archway in the center of the front facade. The tavern 

was perhaps best known to travelers for its ample meadows for pasturing horses and a local spring 

which was the source of the small stream for which the tavern was named [Hedges, Anne Rachel, 

1993]. 

 

For visitors intending to reach the center of the city, one entered via Brook Avenue, the major 

roadway in and out of the city to the west and north.  Unpaved, yet lined with houses, farms, 

taverns, butcher shops, and groceries Brook Avenue was a constant churning file of coaches, drays, 

two-wheeled cabriolets, wagons of all sizes, gigs, and carts going out and coming in. Singly or in 

pairs, fours or sixes, horses were harnessed together, and long teams of mules or yokes of oxen 

supplied the pulling power for larger loads. One Virginian described the flow of traffic on the 

typical road, ñAlong its dusty way traveled droves of horses, cattle, sheep and hogs; flocks of 

turkey; wagon loads of chicken, apples and produce of all kindsò.  These goods on the hoof, herded 

along the roads by black drovers, were headed for the butchering yards on the northeast slopes of 

the city bordering Brooke Avenue and on to the First and Second Markets. to feed the over 16,000 

residents of Richmond in 1830 and the additional 4,000 more by the end of the decade [Sorensen, 

Leni Ashmore, 2005]. 

 

Baker Street, immediately north of Duval, is named for Martin Baker, original proprietor of what 

was known as Goddinôs Tavern.  About 1810 Martin Bakerôs son Thomas built a brick house south 

of his fatherôs inn at the corner of Baker and Brook Avenue. After his death his widow continued 

to run a grocery and to live there. In the ôeighties and ônineties it was operated as a grocery by 

Frederick Bauer. [Scott, Mary Wingfield, 2018]. 

 

According to Mordecai, ñGoddins Spring, at Bacon Quarter Branch, was, in old times, a place of 

resort for amusement, as was the tavern for ñ Entertainment of Man and Horseò. Shovel-board and 

other innocent games were played at the cool and shaded spring. The tavern was preferred by some 
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of the western members of the Legislature, on the score of economy, to those nearer the Capitol, 

and it was said some of them would save and make during the session, enough to' buy a negro boy 

to carry home with him ñen croupe,ò as he made the journey on horseback. One member who 

served for a number of years, thus increased his black family as fast as his wife did the white 

family  

[Mordecai, Samuel, 1856, 1860}. 

 

Photographs show that the original building was a long brick structure that paralleled the turnpike 

and was fronted by a  two story porch. This appears to have been penetrated at the center by an 

archway that led to a yard at the rear that contained a famous spring of cold water. When  two 

story brick sections were added at each end, they defined an inset courtyard in the front [Rocket 

Werks, RVA Legends, 2015]. 

 

Baker died in 1821. His sons had all moved away from Richmond, and in 1835 they divided the 

twenty-five acres that had surrounded the tavern into lots, and sold the tavern itself with a two-

hundred-foot frontage to Captain John Goddin, who ran it for two decades [Rocket Werks, RVA 

Legends, 2015]. 

 

During the 1860s it belonged to a Roman Catholic order, and was run as the hospital of St. Francis 

de Sales during the Civil War. Here Mrs. Patterson Allan, northern daughter-in-law of John Allan, 

was imprisoned when she was accused of traffic with the enemy [Rocket Werks, RVA Legends, 

2015]. 

 

The shutters on the upper porch in the  well-known historic photograph were added by the 

nuns who operated it as the Hospital of St. Francis de Sales in the 1860s [Urban Scale Richmond, 

Taverns of Richmond, Richmond, 2018]. 

 

In 1883 Thomas F. Hannigan bought the old tavern and for a decade ran it as a saloon [Urban 

Scale Richmond, Taverns of Richmond, Richmond, 2018]. 
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Bowler's Ordinary /Tavern  

 

Summary 

 

Notes: Later Named Bell Tavern 

Identification Number:  27 

In Operation:  1793  to 1803 

Location:  NE Corner Of Main Street And 15th Street In Younghusbands - Lot 336 

Lat/Lon:  37.534597 , -77.430263 

Manager(s)/Owner(s):  Major Richard Bowler; Frances Bowler 

 

General Information 

 

Directly across Main Street from Formicolaôs establishment was the tavern run by Richard Bowler. 

The tavern itself was only one story high, a less imposing structure than the one run by Formicola. 

The small building, scarcely six feet above the level of the street, often found its yard flooded due 

to one of the many spring "freshets" (floods) of the James River. This often rendered the back of 

the building inaccessible except by boat during one of the numerous floods of the James [Hedges, 

Anne Rachel, 1993]. 

 

After the turn of the century, this building was torn down and a larger, four storied building was 

erected out of brick by Nathan Bell (Bellôs Tavern), who was to become the new owner, but who 

never actually ran the tavern himself [Hedges, Anne Rachel, 1993]. 

 

Bowlerôs Tavern was hosted by an old-fashioned tavern keeper known for his short britches, 

cocked hat, and red wig [Urban Scale Richmond, Taverns of Richmond, Richmond, 2018]. Major 

Bowler was well known during his time as a tavern keeper who "set a good table", but who was 

also known for his eccentricity. He was usually a figure to attract notice as a living model of 

departed fashions. His tall and burly form arrayed in fair-top boots, buff short, scarlet vest, green 

coat with large gilt buttons, a cocked hat; his rubicund face, surmounted by a carrot colored wig, 

to the rear of which hung a long and thick queue stiffly enwrapped in black ribbon, except a short 

brush of hair peeping out at the lower end to show what it contained. This queue oscillated like a 

pendulum half-way down his back, marking a section of a circle on his coat.  If nothing else, the 

Major was a showman who, with this odd appearance, promoted himself as much as he promoted 

his tavern [Hedges, Anne Rachel, 1993]. 

 

Bowlerôs was a one story wooden house of an ñLò shape, standing on a bank some six feet or more 

above the street, and reached by a flight of steps, beneath which ran the gutter; sometimes a mill 

stream in volume [Mordecai, Samuel, 1860] 

 

To the rear of his business and home, the Major Bowler cultivated the ñFalling Gardens,ò a 

landscaped pleasure ground for public use in good weather. It occupied a hillside between the 

tavern and Shockoe Creek at the western end of the Market Bridge. This land on which the tavern 

and Falling Gardens were located had been part of a tract leased from William Byrd and known 

as Younghusbandôs tenement  [Urban Scale Richmond, Taverns of Richmond, Richmond, 2018]. 
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Rising Sun Tavern  

 

Summary 

 

Notes: First Named Rawling's Tavern, Also Named Fleisherôs Tavern 

Identification Number:  28 

In Operation:  1792  to 1808 

Location:  Main Street And Private Alley/14th Street - Lot 334 

Lat/Lon:  37.535519 , -77.432172 

Manager(s)/Owner(s): 1792: Caspar Fleisher; 1807: John Darrows 

 

General Information 

 

Located on a numbered lot in Shockoe Valley based on Richard Youngôs, Plan of the City of 

Richmond (1809) [Lennon, Heather Nicole, 2013]. 

 

A smaller, less popular tavern which began in the 1790s, was the Rising Sun Tavern on Fourteenth 

Street and the alley, known as Exchange Alley, which ran between Main and Cary Streets. There 

had been various establishments started in this building since the middle of the 1790s, but the 

tavern gained some modest notability under the direction of Casper Fleisher, who took over the 

management of the tavern [Hedges, Anne Rachel, 1993]. 

 

In 1792, the Rawlings Tavern,  under the ownership of Casper Fleisher, was renamed the Rising 

Sun.  Mordecai remembered both the Rising Sun and Fleisher well in his memory of Richmond. 

Mordecai wrote, ñCaspar Fleisher and his wife were host and hostess of the Rising Sun ï as round 

and as red as he, when seen through a fog ï against the effect of which Caspar furnished an 

antidoteñ [Mordecai, Samuel, 1856, 1860].  

 

Mordecai "gave warranty that their table was well served and their beer not small".  In fact, the 

tavern was noted for serving beer from a local company, Hay and Forrester, whose brewery was 

located on the western outskirts of the city at Canal and Fourth Streets  [Hedges, Anne Rachel, 

1993]. 

 

Mordecai commented further, ñHis sun rose and shone for many years near the old Capitol, and 

on the spot now occupied by stores on Fourteenth street, north side of Exchange alley [Lennon, 

Heather Nicole, 2013], [Mordecai, Samuel, 1856, 1860]. 
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Cross Keys Tavern  

 

Summary 

 

Notes: Also Known As Cohen And Isaac's Tavern 

Identification Number:  29 

In Operation:  1796 e  to 1806 

Location:  Corner of Main Street And 22nd Street - Lot 23 

Lat/Lon:  37.530522 , -77.423933 

Manager(s)/Owner(s): 1796 - 1802: Jacob I. Cohen/James Bennett; 1802 - 1806: Nathaniel 

Childers 

 

General Information 

 

Located on a numbered lot on Richmond Hill based on Richard Youngôs, Plan of the City of 

Richmond (1809) [Lennon, Heather Nicole, 2013]. 

 

The Cross Keys Tavern was short-lived, established sometimes before 1796, but only operating 

until 1802. This building was located two doors from the courthouse on Main Street, between 

Twenty-second and Twenty-third Streets. The building changed hands in the first or second year 

of the new century and was soon closed down by the owner and advertised for rent although no 

mention of it being successfully rented appears in the local papers [Hedges, Anne Rachel, 1993]. 

 

Jacob I. Cohenôs Cross Keys Tavern, located in Richmond Hill, was insured as a ñtippling houseò 

in 1796, it valued at $ 250 and measured 26 ft. x 16 ft.. When the property was insured a second 

time in May, 1802, it was insured for $ 900.  Now, a wooden porch covered both the tavern and 

an adjoining shop, which measured at 20 ft. x 16 ft.  Additionally, a wood kitchen with a brick 

chimney was added on to the back of the tavern that was valued for $ 100. Thus, the total insurance 

value for the structure was $ 1,000 [Lennon, Heather Nicole, 2013]. 

 

Also described as, ñThere is attached to this tenement, a good Stable, and a very large lot of land, 

newly enclosed with Poles and Rails, a good garden, a commodious yard, and Hen Houseò 

[Recorder or Lady's and Gentleman's Miscellany, Volume 1, Number 43, 1 May 1802]. 
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Goodall's  

 

Summary 

 

Notes: First Known As Indian Queen or Fairy Queen and Later Named  

Washington Tavern/Hotel 

Identification Number:  30 

In Operation:  1796  to 1810 

Location:  Corner of Grace Street And 9th Street - Lot 447 

Lat/Lon:  37.540199 , -77.434782 

Manager(s)/Owner(s):  1796: Major Andrew Dunscombe; 1796: Jacob Cohen; 1797: Richard and 

Col. Parke Goodall; 1802: Peter Wilkinson; 1804: Benjamin Duval 

 

General Information 

 

Located on a numbered lot on Shockoe Hill  based on Richard Youngôs, Plan of the City of 

Richmond (1809) [Lennon, Heather Nicole, 2013]. 

 

About contemporary with the Swan was a brick inn erected as a residence probably in 1785 by 

Major Andrew Dunscombe at the northwest corner of Ninth and Grace Street.  It was first known 

as the Indian Queen and was the first tavern to be known as such in Richmond (see page 202). 

Major Dunscombe was originally a native of New York, but upon his marriage to a local Richmond 

heiress, Lucy DuVal, he moved to Richmond and became a resident of the city, remaining here 

until his death. He erected the first tavern known as the Indian Queen Tavern (later known by its 

subsequent owner's name as Goodall's Tavern) on a plot of land purchased from the last vestiges 

of William Byrd III's estate. It is a sign of Dunscombe's status in the Richmond community that 

the governor of Virginia awarded him the appointment as Commissioner in 1787 to investigate 

and settle all accounts between Virginia and the United States government which had been 

incurred during the Revolution. After this, according to Mordecai, he was appointed Master of 

Chancery for the court of Judge Wythe, and thus continued to exercise some political influence in 

the city [Hedges, Anne Rachel, 1993]. 

 

Used as a tavern in 1797 by Parke Goodall and called ñGoodallôsò, it later was given various 

names, the Washington Tavern, the Monumental, the Central, and, finally, the St. Claire, under 

which name it had been operated for three decades when it was torn down to make way for the 

Hotel Richmond [Rocket Werks, 2017]. 

 

Colonel Goodall was a man of commanding mien, rotund and rosy, as if he enjoyed the good 

things he dispensed to his guests. The Queen, like all her race, was deposed, and her effigy which 

was arrayed in furs and feathers, was supplanted by a martial figure of Washington on horseback, 

sword in hand. His ñ monument ò was substituted for himself in designating the old tavern, and 

even this did not prove ñdurable as brass,ò but subsided into the unaspiring cognomen of ñCentralò.  

But the Colonel deserves to be mentioned in a different character than as host of the Indian Queen, 

under whose plumes he nestled. [Mordecai, Samuel, 1856, 1860]. 
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Goodall was an active participant in military action during the Revolutionary War, although less 

is known of his civic involvement following the war than other local tavern keepers. He originally 

was an ensign in the company of Samuel Meredith, a group which marched on Williamsburg in 

1775 with Patrick Henry to demand that Lord Dunmore, the colonyôs governor, release the powder 

which he had ordered removed from the magazine there. Goodall was part of the sixteen-man 

detachment sent to the home of Richard Corbin, the kingôs deputy, to demand payment of "three 

hundred and thirty pounds for the stolen powder".  When it was found that Corbin was not at home, 

Lord Dunmore himself authorized the payment of the money. As Mordecai noted,  this was the 

first overt act of rebellion in Virginia against royal authority and Colonel Goodall deserves to be 

remembered for his participation in it [Hedges, Anne Rachel, 1993]. 

 

During the time of  Peter Wilkinson's ownership, the tavern expanded from its original three story 

brick construction with the addition of a three story brick outbuilding. Also, the owners added a 

brick residence behind the tavern itself in the early 1800s. The actual bar in the tavern from which 

drinks could be served was located on the back of the main building and could be reached by a 

long porch along the side of the structure [Hedges, Anne Rachel, 1993]. 
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Wilkinson's Tavern  

 

Summary 

 

Notes: Also Known As Goodall's Tavern 

Identification Number:  31 

In Operation:  1797 e to 1810 e 

Location:  Shockoe Hill  

Lat/Lon:  37.540188 , -77.434768 

Manager(s)/Owner(s):  Peter Wilkinson 

 

General Information 
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Boyd's Tavern  

 

Summary 

 

Identification Number:  32 

In Operation:  1798  to 1873 

Location:  Corner of Main Street And 22nd Street 

Lat/Lon:  37.530706 , -77.423741 

Manager(s)/Owner(s):  William Young 

 

General Information 

 

In 1798 it is spoken of in a deed from Buckannan to William Young as "Boyd's old tenementò.  So 

the original structure must have been built many years prior to that period.  Another indication of 

its great age is the fact that it fronted on Main street diagonally, showing that it was built before 

the streets were laid off in this the oldest portion of the city. The old records show that there was 

once a road running between this house and the site of the present court house which was built 

about 1780, following the ravine which ran through the squares now bounded by Main and 

Franklin and Twenty-second and Twenty-fifth Street, striking what is now Twenty-fifth street 

about its intersection with Franklin street, and thence up the hill by St. John's Church, the oldest 

house of worship in the city [Richmond Dispatch, 17 Mar 1873, Mon, Page 1]. 

 

At an early period in the present century Boyd's Tavern "\ceased to be a house of entertainment 

for man and beast, and the " tavern " was moved over to the opposite side of Twenty-second street. 

This house is remembered by some few of our older citizens. and who speak of the "Courthouse 

Tavern" as the best then in the city, and where "everybody" who was "anybody" put up when they 

come to the city [Richmond Dispatch, 17 Mar 1873, Mon, Page 1].  This "Courthouse Tavern" 

name can be easily confused with the similar ñOld Courthouse Tavernò on page 213. 
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Shield's Tavern 

 

Summary 

 

Identification Number:  33 

In Operation:  1800 e to 1820 e 

Location:  SE Corner Main Street And 14th Street - Lot 333 

Lat/Lon:  37.535388 , -77.431898 

Manager(s)/Owner(s):  John P. Shield 

 

General Information 

 

Located on a numbered lot in Shockoe Valley based on Richard Youngôs, Plan of the City of 

Richmond (1809) [Lennon, Heather Nicole, 2013]. 
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Western Tavern 

 

Summary 

 

Identification Number:  34 

In Operation:  1800 e to 1820 e 

Location:  Corner of 17th Street And Main Street 

Lat/Lon:  37.533312 , -77.428511 

Manager(s)/Owner(s):   

 

General Information 

 

Located on a numbered lot in Shockoe Valley based on Richard Youngôs, Plan of the City of 

Richmond (1809) [Lennon, Heather Nicole, 2013]. 
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White Hall Tavern  

 

Summary 

 

Identification Number:  35 

In Operation:  1800 e to 1820 e 

Location:  Birch Alley Also Known As 15th Street  (Rear Of Bell Tavern - Lot 336) 

Lat/Lon:  37.53514 , -77.430005 

Manager(s)/Owner(s):  Mariano Gainnini 

 

General Information 

 

Located on a numbered lot in Shockoe Valley based on Richard Youngôs, Plan of the City of 

Richmond (1809) [Lennon, Heather Nicole, 2013]. 

 

The White Hall Tavern is shown in Virginia Mutual policies in 1836 with a value of  $ 6,850. 

The policy holder was Mariano Gainnini [Mutual Assurance Society, 1796ï1867, Richmond].  
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William Cocke's Tavern 

 

Summary 

 

Identification Number:  36 

In Operation:  1800 e to 1820 e 

Location:  NE Corner Of Franklin Street And 2nd Street - Lot 682 

Lat/Lon:  37.542848 , -77.441532 

Manager(s)/Owner(s):  William A. Cocke 

 

General Information 

 

Located on a numbered lot on Shockoe Hill  based on Richard Youngôs, Plan of the City of 

Richmond (1809) [Lennon, Heather Nicole, 2013]. 
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William Lipscomb's Tavern 

 

Summary 

 

Identification Number:  37 

In Operation:  1800 e to 1820 e 

Location:  SW Corner Franklin Street And 23rd Street - Lot 52 

Lat/Lon:  37.530981 , -77.422565 

Manager(s)/Owner(s):  William Lipscomb 

 

General Information 

 

Located on Richmond Hill based on Richard Youngôs, Plan of the City of Richmond (1809) 

[Lennon, Heather Nicole, 2013]. 
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Union Tavern  

 

Summary 

 

Notes: First Named Mrs. Gilbert's Coffee House and then Andersonôs Tavern; Later Named 

Globe Tavern 

Identification Number:  38 

In Operation:  1802  to 1808 

Location:  South Side Main Street Between 11th And 12th Street- Lot 376 

Lat/Lon:  37.537374 , -77.433834 

Manager(s)/Owner(s):  Augustine Davis; 1802: William Booker; 1803: James H. Lynch 

 

General Information 

 

Robert Anderson ran an advertisement noting the opening of his new tavern (which would later 

become Union Tavern) in a "large brick house at the west end of the city" in September of 1786. 

Anderson's Tavern was short lived, for the building was gutted by fire in January of 1787, forcing 

Anderson to relocate to a  two story frame house on Main between Eleventh and Twelfth Streets. 

For a number of years, this building had been the site of a popular coffee house run by a Mrs. 

Gilbert before Anderson acquired it for his establishment. It became known as the Union Tavern 

when Anderson moved on to work at the Eagle Tavern in 1788 [Hedges, Anne Rachel, 1993]. 

 

Augustine Davis purchased the tavern from Anderson and it became known as the Union Tavern. 

Although Davis was the proprietor of the tavern, he became so involved in civic activities that he 

had to hire others to actually manage the establishment. Davis had only recently relocated to 

Richmond either in late 1789 or early 1790 from Williamsburg. In that city, he had gained some 

modest prominence as one of the co-publishers, along with Purdie and Clarkson of Williamsburg's 

Virginia Gazette. Upon his move to Richmond, Davis's publishing skills were put to good use as 

he edited the Richmond newspaper, the Virginia Gazette and General Advertiser [Hedges, Anne 

Rachel, 1993]. 

 

This was not his only prominent position in the city, for he was also appointed postmaster for the 

city and ran the post office from the same building in which the newspaper was published.  The 

building was adjacent both to his residence and the tavern he owned, all of which were located 

along Main Street, between Eleventh and Twelfth Streets. With his positions of tavern owner, 

newspaper publisher, and postmaster, Augustine Davis was no doubt a prominent citizen of 

Richmond [Hedges, Anne Rachel, 1993]. 

 

The successor to the Union Tavern was William Booker, who only owned the tavern for about a 

year, acquiring it in 1802 and retaining it only until his death in February, 1803 when James Lynch 

purchased the property. William Bookerôs position as the tavern keeper and owner of one of the 

larger taverns in the city is evidenced by an examination of his property holdings at the time of his 

death. He already owned the Union Tavern which was his primary residence, and the furnishings 

and wares of the tavern were valued at almost 400 pounds in an inventory taken at the time his 

will was probated. Booker owned nineteen beds, as well as the necessary bed clothing for each, 
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including sheets, blankets, counterpanes, pillows and the straw tick mattresses [Hedges, Anne 

Rachel, 1993]. 

 

Booker appears to have furnished his tavern quite well, as the inventory of other furniture in the 

sleeping rooms indicates the presence of nineteen Windsor chairs, nine rush bottom chairs, eight 

"painted pine folding tables", eleven "painted pine chests", six square tables, and two looking 

glasses [Hedges, Anne Rachel, 1993]. 

 

From the inventory, it is also noted that Booker did not set a poor table, for there appears to be a 

wealth of silver and dishware, not only in the dining area, but also in the kitchen. At the time of 

his death, he owned eighteen silver spoons, thirty-five silver teaspoons, fifteen knives and thirty-

six forks for setting the dining tables. He had seventeen sets of china dishes, as well as larger 

serving platters including oyster dishes, tureens, and creamers [Hedges, Anne Rachel, 1993]. 

 

For serving his drinking patrons, Booker owned seven quart decanters, and seven pint decanters. 

He also owned two large stoneware pitchers and two smaller stoneware jugs [Hedges, Anne 

Rachel, 1993]. 

 

The tavern's inventory indicates that Booker could set tables for his wealthier clientele on one of 

twelve "fine linen table cloths" or he could serve on one of ten coarser linen cloths if he desired. 

With all of his property, William Booker's estate totaled just slightly more than 398 pounds 

[Hedges, Anne Rachel, 1993]. 

 

In a day when there were few public buildings for entertainment, taverns played an important role 

in the civic events. The Washington birthday parade in 1788 closed with a dinner at Mannôs 

Tavern and a ball at the Union Tavern. [Urban Scale Richmond, Taverns of Richmond, Richmond, 

2018]. 

 

The Union Tavern, (described by Mordecai as previously Mrs. Gilbertôs Coffee House and then 

Andersonôs Tavern) was kept in 1802, by Wm. Booker, whose threshing machines, (for wheat, not 

for guests,) were probably the first ever made in Virginia. His successor, as a host, was Jas. H. 

Lynch. The tavern, which, though of moderate dimensions, assumed the Globe for its sign, was 

when in a state of dissolution, removed to the suburbs, to make room for the grand store of Kent 

Paine & Co., as already mentioned [Mordecai, Samuel, 1856, 1860]. 
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Historical References 

 

1788: Such was the adoration of the people for General Washington that at this early date they 

celebrated his birthday. 11 February O. S. (Old Style) 1788, was ushered in by the booming of 

cannon. A company of light infantry and one of horse paraded the streets of the city and went 

through their different evolutions. Afterward they proceeded to Mann's Tavern, and with a number 

of citizens they spent the remainder of the day in the greatest harmony and conviviality.  After 

dinner the following toasts were drunk: "George Washington" , "Louis XVI King of France" , 

"Queen of France", "Congress", "Marquis de Lafayette", "Those who fell in defense of American 

Liberty", "Agriculture" and "Commerce.'' At night a grand ball was held at Union Tavern. 

 

1850:  On 22 February 1850, in the presence of President Zachary Taylor, former President 

John Tyler, and many other dignitaries and a crowd of thousands, the cornerstone was laid 

for the George Washington equestrian statue.  Thomas Crawford's design was selected in a 

competition.  The bronze statue was cast in Germany and arrived in Richmond late in 1857, 

just weeks after Crawford died suddenly at age 47. Following the cornerstone ceremony 

President Taylor attended a Masonic ball at the Union Tavern [Daily Richmond Times, 

Volume 75, Number 355, 25 February 1850]. 
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Turner's Tavern  

 

Summary 

 

Identification Number:  39 

In Operation:  1802  to 1809 

Location:  Corner of 14th Street And Main Street 

Lat/Lon:  37.535566 , -77.431593 

Manager(s)/Owner(s):  Ann Turner (Wife Of George Turner Of The Eagle Tavern) 

 

General Information 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Virginia Argus, Volume 11, Number 1020, 19 February 1803 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

The Taverns and Hotels of Nonsuch 
 

183 

 

Vauxhall Gardens  

 

Summary 

 

Notes: Behind City Tavern 

Identification Number:  40 

In Operation:  1802  to 1858 

Location: Main Street And 19th Street Behind City Tavern 

Lat/Lon:  37.532519 , -77.426749 

Manager(s)/Owner(s):  Mr. Raphael 

 

General Information 

 

Vauxhall Gardens has been described as being located behind City Tavern.  The Recorder, a 

Richmond newspaper advertised in their 19 May, 2 June and 5 July 1802 editions: 

 

VAUXHALL GARDEN.  The Ladies and Gentlemen of Richmond, Manchester, and their 

Vicinities, are respectfully informed that the Garden, attaining to the City Tavern, formerly 

occupied by Mr. Raphael, has been elegantly fitted out at a great expense, to render it a pleasing 

and agreeable PLEASURE GARDEN, Which will be splendidly ILLUMINATED With 

COLORED LIGHTS, every MONDAY, THURSDAY, and SATURDAY;  In case of bad weather, 

the entertainment will always be on the next succeeding fair evening, when visitors will be 

entertained with a Band of Music, And will find all sorts of Refreshments On moderate terms.  

The price of admittance on these days only, will be Half a Dollar.  Tickets to be had at the Door, 

and the ticket will entitle the bearer to the same value in any refreshments whatever, left at the 

bearerôs choice.  The Garden will be opened every Day, but admittance charged only on the 

illumination days; and at all times refreshments of every kind will be kept ready. 

 

Another source described its location as on the banks of the James River. It was in existence as 

early as 1802. Like its prototype in London, it was located in close relation to the river, although, 

in the provincial setting of Richmond, Vauxhall Garden offered refreshment and entertainment on 

a much smaller scale. It was placed on a small artificial island in the river shallows reached by a 

footbridge from Mayoôs Bridge. The garden was equipped with a small house for refreshments or 

other purpose [Conlin, Jonathan, 2013]. Later, in the 1860s, a larger, natural island in the river to 

the west of Mayoôs Island, was named Vauxhall Island. It was used for military encampments, 

barbecues, and political meetings [Urban Scale of Richmond, 2020]. 
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Vauxhall Garden Was Shown On A Plan For River Improvements In 1829 [Survey Of James 

River Between The Dock And The Islands, Virginia Board Of Public Works]. 
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Recorder or Lady's and Gentleman's Miscellany, Volume 1, Number 47, 26 May 1802 
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American Hotel 

 

Summary 

 

Identification Number:  41 

In Operation:  1802  to 1865 

Location:  1119 E. Main Street - Until the Fire Of  3 April 1865 

Lat/Lon:  37.536735 , -77.433904 

Manager(s)/Owner(s):  Henry Exall 

 

General Information 

 

The American Hotel at 12th and Main Streets was said to be the most elegant hotel in the  city at 

the time. The hotel was located near the Post Office, Custom House, banks and telegraph offices 

[Schreiner, Ray, 2010]. 

 

Several interesting events happened on the street in front of the hotel. In 1802 an octagonal tower 

was erected to support a gas lantern, said to be the first public gas illumination in America 

[Schreiner, Ray, 2010]. 

 

Another interesting event was the exhibition of the first steam fire engine built in Richmond and 

the first seen here in 1860. It was built by Ettinger & Edmonds from a design by Alexander 

McCausland. A great crowd gathered at Main and Twelfth Street to see it work, and they were 

amazed to see that it could throw a stream of water over the American Hotel [Christian, W. Asbury, 

1912]. 

 

The building was destroyed in the evacuation fire, however parts were salvaged and used to rebuild 

the hotel, described as the American Hotel (Second) in this book.  It was the first building 

constructed in the district after the war [Schreiner, Ray, 2010].  The American Hotel (Second) 

would be renamed the Lexington Hotel in 1895. 

 

For additional information on the American Hotel (Second), see page 326 in this book. 

 

The American Hotel is shown in an 1858 Virginia Mutual policy with a value of $ 50,000 . The 

policy holder was Henry Exall.  In 1858 the facility had a value of $ 50,000 and the policy holder 

was also Henry Exall.   In 1863 the facility had a value of $ 75,000 and the policy holder was still 

Henry Exall [Mutual Assurance Society, 1796ï1867, Richmond]. 
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Sanborn Fire Insurance Map from Richmond, Independent Cities, Virginia, 1886. 
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Bell Tavern  

 

Summary 

 

Notes: First Named Bowler's Tavern 

Identification Number:  42 

In Operation:  1803  to 1846 

Location:  NE Corner Of Main Street And 15th Street In Younghusbands - Lot 336 

Lat/Lon:  37.53459 , -77.430251 

Manager(s)/Owner(s):  Nathan Bell; 1803: Robert Turner; John King; Edmond N. Allen; Robert 

Hill  

 

General Information 

 

Located on a numbered lot in Shockoe Valley based on Richard Youngôs, Plan of the City of 

Richmond (1809) [Lennon, Heather Nicole, 2013]. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Map of Richmond (Mijacah Bates 1835) 

Showing Bell Tavern (5) and the Farmerôs Market (a) 

 

The Bell Tavern in Shockoe Valley serves as another example of the use of brick. On 11 July 

1801, Nathan Bell and George Winston of Hanover County purchased a three acre parcel of land 

on the north side of Main Street from Gervas Storrs. Winston, a builder specializing in brick 

masonry, replaced the former wooden structures of the tavern, located on this parcel of land, 

entirely with brick. Bell and Winston advertised their new tavern for rent on 6 October 1802. They 

described it as a new  three story brick house with thirty-seven rooms, along with a front and back 

platform. Nearby was a two story brick family house with six rooms, including a fireplace in each 

one [Lennon, Heather Nicole, 2013]. 

 


