The Taverns and Hotels of Nonsuch
Chapter 16
The Hoteliers of Richmond

A. Gabriel Galt (17481 1788) d City Tavern

William Galt of Williamsburghad a son, Gabriel Galiorn in 1748. Gabrieharried Dorothy
Ege [Richmond Time®ispatch 24 May 1914, Sun -Pag®BWilliam was the son ddamuel
Galt whowasborn (about)1700, and died in76Q Gabriel died or25 October 1788, in
Richmond [Galt, 1938].

Gabriel Galias a tavern owner in Richmond was prevented in the town charter from holding office,
but he was considered one of the more influential citinétise city[Schreiner, Ray, 2010].

He originally resided in Williamsburgyhere two of his uncles were among tleéy's most
prominent citizens. K4 uncle, Dr. James Galtas then first superintendent of the Insane Asylum
at Williamsburg and another uncle, Dr. John M. Galtas gprominent physician with a medical
degree from the University of Edinburgh. lisi@l moved to Richmond in theid-1770sand
became the proprietor of the City Tavennl777. Galt's status in the Richmond community is
evidenced by the numerous civic positions he held in the town governhemion, Heather
Nicole, 2013].

For instance, Galt was appointed as one of four men to be a "surveyor of the streets", whose duties
included patrolling one of four wards set up in the city. In the very first Richmond city election,
held at the Henrico Count@ourthouse or2 July 1782, he was one of two men appointed to
oversee the votingrocedures and to tally the ballots cast to determine the member of what was to
become the City Council. Galt was also appointed a Commissioner of the "pest house" or hospital
set up for victims of the smallpox outbreak of Februad82. Smallpox inoculations were made
available to Richmond's citizens by Dr. William Foushre@opes of limiting further outbreaks.

This attempt at preventing the spread of the disease, however, was not effective, and by the 1790s
as the Duke de la Rouchefoucaliancourt noted, a "law against inoculation is more rigidly
enforced" which "prohibits every person from having himself or any of his family inoculated
without permission from all the justices of the county" [Lennon, Heather Nicole, 2013].

Galt was also associated with the Mas@ngowerful fraternal group. Like many other prominent
Richmonders, such as John Marshiadl was a charter member of thaciety, whose Richmond
Lodgewas chartered ob8 Decembefl 780. Galt was very involved in this organization, and even
donated the land upon whc h R i cNasoa'si\HBbveas built, using property which was part
of his wife'sinheritance. Te couple receivethis landfrom her father when they married in the
1770s Lennon, Heather Nicole, 2013].

Galt had been one of the charter members of Richmond IdgE) (and later No19). A few
year s e atademveasconGandeed by the notorious traitor Benedict Arnettb
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used it as his headquarters while raiding and burning Richuhanly the Revolutionary War
[ Kol | at z 2013]. 6 Harry

Richmond LodgeNo. 13 (later renumberedb No. 19) was chartered lifje Grand Lodge in
Williamsburg (founded in 1777) on Dec. 28, 1780. The Masonght thdot from Galton Aug.
12, 1785. Galt sold the property to eogp that included Alexander NRobert merchant and
Richmond mayor (1782790). Gabriebperated City Taverlocated on the Main Streside of
the same square block and a center of community acfi<atyatz Jr.,Harry, 2013].

The Lodgeds cornerstone was | aid on Saturday
officials gathering was Edmund Randolg@t the time deputy grand master pro tem. Randolph
stang as a national founding father;representative to the Constitutional Convent®aorge
Washingtors wartime legal advisothe first Virginia governor under statehodtte first U.S.

attorney general and the second secretary of state. Residing in Richmond as a lawyer, he later
served on Aaron Bug successful defense counsel in his 1805 treason trial. Despite Randolph's
late-career blotch, Richmond Lodd#. 19 bears his name. [Kollatz Jdarry, 2013]

Out of all of Richmond Hib s p u b | City Tavesnfaka& s | t 6 s) wdsdocaeed in the

closest proximity to Capitol Squardhis location undoubtedly affected its appearance since
taverns erected near the capitol often provided added conveniences to the distinguished men and
political leaders who traveled here for businésnpon, Heather Nicole, 2013].

City Tavern also known aSa | t 6 s, holused/ira frame building on the northwest corner of
Main and 19tiStreet This popular tavern was kept by Gabriel Ghlke most city taverns, this
building had a prominent porch along the front from which residemikl take in the street life.

The por chowdipie smanyiews fhthe tavernThere werearch headed doors and
windows and a dentil cornice, marks ofiarportant building in the miegighteenth century. The
building also appears to have been expanded from a conventional dwelling form to accommodate
more guestfUrban Scale Richmondaverns of Richmond, Richmond, 2018].

In contrast to th&ird-In-The-Hand Mordecai found the features of the City Taverore refined:

AA more modern, and a splendid house in its d:
Williamsburg,and known asiAGadlhtougg hT @&ivdeergmr aded to a wor
his writing, Mo r d e c stack mag succeeded thes singak,ithE abkle is mo k e
displaced by the workbench, and wheels, bands and pullies revolve where minuet, reels and congos
were danced at a ball given in honor of George Washirjgeamon, Heather Nicole, 2013].

The physical size, height, and grandeur of taverns became significantly important to demonstrating
architectural refinement and the natisoughhbs pr om
to sell his taver nand ke Ol City daverni® danuvary £788Thev e r n
highlighted the size and features of it in a Virginia Gaze&ti&spaper advertisemeritejnnon,

Heather Nicole, 2013].

Describing his establishment, Galt stated, #dAit

the back street, on which are good stables, with 28 double stalls. Adjoining the said lot is a genteel
dwelling house 44t. by 24 ft., with two rooms, and a 12 foot passage below, and 4 rooms above,
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at present occupied by Col. JAMES INNEBY April, 1801, thee was anew leaseholder of the
Old City TavernLennon, Heather Nicole, 2013].

SolomorRaphael descri bed the tavern in Richmondéds Ex
stables, kitchen, smokehouse, dairy, downse and an excellent bake oven and bake house. Also,
there was very extensivga r d d.enoon, Heather Nicole, 2013].

Given its size and aesthetic qualities, Mordecai described the Old City TaWwichmond in By

GoneDaysass, fAA more modern, and a splendid house
Mr. Galt, of Williamsburgand known a § InGrauththé samelway as the Old City
Tavern acquainted readers with its size, words

its more attractive qualitie€¢nnon, Heather Nicole, 2013].

By the first decade of the nineteenth century, however, it became difficult for the Old City Tavern
to compete with new taverns on Shockdié#, where the capitol was locateldehnon, Heather
Nicole, 2013].The building was converted toworkshop and burned in1858 [Schreiner, Ray,
2010].

. e —
Y : RICEAMOND, Fobruary 14, 2785

I ” h‘ B this early opportinity i retiirning my thank

to therublic in general, and m {:’iendl tu particular,

who have fav.red me wich their om at my taveln, aod .
beg deave to infrm them,  that on the firflk day of '
next, my houfes, S, will be occupi=d by ir. it
Andechom, of William urg, who wmigans to cinti tle
bulinels 25 & Pubican. &af Mall efteMn it kind of all per.
{ons indebted to me an open accounts or otNerwife,
t» make ‘the beft ing MJ: focedy pagmenrs;  and

‘h g gpen accounty, ¥ hope will not heficdle to
. » in agder eficituallpgo prevent any fu .
ther incony ce. Theke requfiticns proceed from toe

mofl earnc® defire o give my creditors tha elstdion
das thein, aad 20 whom I thus publizly deknowlcdge many

obli‘n‘iom. . i
P, GABRIEL Gﬂif.

City TavernAnnouncement, The Virginia Gazett®r, The American Advertiser
05 Mar 1785, Sat -Page 3
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B. Robert Anderson(1743-)of City TavernnAnder sonds Tayv
(aka Union Tavern); Swan Tavern and the Eagle Tavern

Robert Andersonborn in 1743, was theon d the Williamsburg wigmaker Andrew Anderson
Andrew Andersoegan hi s apprenticeship to Peter Wagol
shop next to the Raleigh Tavdi@olonial Williamsburg2004].

In 1769 Robert Andersdlopened PUBLICK HOUSE near the Collejand lesghan two years
later took over Wetherburnsvhen Jares Southallmoved fom Wetherburns to the Raleigh
[Gryctko, Lauren Elizabeth, 2015]

WetherburnsTavern, Williamsburg

During the 1760s, James SouthhHid begun to lease the tavern from Weldon. By 1763,
documents show that Southall operated some form of a tavern in Williamsburg. By 1767, an
advertisementdatingtblJunel 76 7 i n t he Gazett eonlopl®Baodk2d Sout h
[Gryctko, Lauren Elizabeth, 2015].

Robert Anderson ook over Southall és establishment on |
Virginia Gazette Anderson announced that he had "taken the house lately occupied by Mr.
Southall". In the samissue of the Virginia Gazett€uthbert Hubbard announced that he had

"taken the house lately occupied by Mr. Robert Ander&ibls, PatriciadAnn, 196§.

WILLIAMSBURG, February 28, 1771

T HE Subfcriber has taken the Hovfe ately
occupled by Mr. Seutball, where he hepes to be prepared, by the
enfuing General Court, for the Accopumedation of Gentlemen. He re-
turns T'hanks to thofe Gentlemen who have formerly frequented his Houle,
and hopes to merit a Continuance of their Cuftom. J
. e « - MROBERT ANDERSON.
N. B. A fingle Man, wellvecommended, whounderlands the Bufi-
nefs of a Bar, will have Employment by applying to me.

Virginia Gazette 28 February 1771
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Documents showth#& nder son pai d Wel don haRftwieinW&hr 6s
and continued doing the samidde annually from 1771 to 177&eorge Washingtoaftenspent
evanings there betweeli7y71 and 1774Anderson kept theavern open until 1779; and the tavern
appears to have been operated during the RevolutionaryalffesughAnderson was Captain of

a company milita during this time [Gryctko, Lauren ElizabeR915].

By 1781 Anderson had moved to Richmond and taken over the Swan Taverstructure, put
up around 1781 and first managed by Robert Andexgasn't remarkabldrchitectural historian
Mary Wingfield Scottdescribed the Swan as a "typical 18@ntury inntwo storyframe with a
long verandah in front, wings in the rear and a &dlbzen outbuildings sprawling over the block
between Eighth and Ninth on Bro&treed A pair of brick chimneys on its western end further
distinguished the building [Kollatz, Harry, 2012].

By 1786 Anderson had moved to tGey Tavernpreviously kept by fellow Williamsburg citizen
Gabriel Galt The avern wasoused in a frame building on the northwest corner of Main and
19th streetd.ike most city taverns, this building had a prominent porch along the front from which

residents could take i n t hensaneviewsenade years after T h e

the hotel had ceased to operate. It does showhaathed doors and windows and a dentil cornice,
marks of an important building in the maighteenth century. The building also appears to have
been expanded from a conventional dwelling form to accommodate more [¢irbsts Scale
Richmond,Taverns of Richmond, Richmond, 2018].

Then between 1786 and 1787 Robert Andersperatedi Ander sonds or 0The

Eachroomhadfi r epl ace, fAAn el elgRQOM, whichdvill betumished i o u s

asa COFFEE ROOM where gentlemen may find it convenient for amusement or trandaction
[StablesVirginia GazetteandWeekly Advertiser8-27-1787]

To promote the venture, Anderson ran an advertisement noting the openinge# tiégs/ern in a
"large brick house at the west end of the city" in September of 1786. Anderson'swWasestmort

lived, for the building was gutted by fire in January of 1787, forcing Anderson to relocate¢o a
story frame house on Main between Eleventh and Twelfth StFemta number of years, this
building had been the site of a popular coffee house run by a Mrs. Gilbert before Anderson
acquired it for his establishment. It later would be known as the Union Tewem Anderson
moved on to work at the Eagle Tavenrl788[Hedges, Anne Rachel, 1993].

Then between 1789 and 1795 Anderson operae#&agle Taverwhich had cae into existence
in 1787. A large three storied brick building housed this tavern, extending along Main Street
between Twelfth and Thirteenth Stre®ver the next twenty years, its fame, prestige, and financial

success enabled the owners to add many additions to this early structure. New wings were added

to the tavern, and better stables were eventually addeetiseerbetween 1813 and 18[l7rban
Scale Richmondlaverns of Richmond, Richmond, 2018].

e

P

Uni

B

TheEagleTavernvnas f or many years after the Revolutio

was located on the south side of Main betweéhalfl 138' Street It housed a ballroom that was
the site of dinners, seasonal race balls, and other important social events. Washington was
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entertained at the Eagle in 1791 and Winfield Sieoit817[Urban Scale Richmond,averns of
Richmond, Richmond, 2018].
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C. Andrew JacksonFord (18271 1903 of Fordd Blotel

Andrew Jackson Fordias born or26 May 1827 in Chesterfield Countyjrginia to William
Joseph Ford17951872) and Martha Todd§d7981871). He married Mary Lucy Carté&r834
1908)and they had six children. He fought in the Civil War as a member dftlthBegiment,
Virginia Infantry. He died on 4 Felnary1903at his small farmn Gloucester, Virginia

As a young man he came to Richmond andaged In th&holesale grocery business. Hiel
not ramain very long thus employed for leased the old American Hot&lhich was replaced by
the Lexington. While he was conducting the Americamai$ totally destroyed by fird he Times
Dispatch Richmond, Virginia, 05 Feb 1903].

Mr. Ford then became associated with Colonel J. L. Carringtibie management of the Exchange

and BallardHotel. During the war and tor several years after he ran a restaurant in the city. This
was during the hard times of reconstruction, but he saw prosperity and business progress ahead for
the city and determined to "take the tide at its flood". Without a dalléwe world he successfully
acquired thePowhatan Hoteht Eleventh and Broa8treet[The Times DispatchRichmond,

Virginia, 05 Feb 1903].

Ford and his wife, Marythenpurchased the Lumpkin Jadmplex from Mary Lumpkin in 1873.
Sometime in the next three years they demol i sh
empl oyees of t helnh882theypsypld thecsix I0tte Johhdhaekim James

H. Scottwho, with their partner Alexander Delandgveled the lots and established Richmond

Iron Works[Laird, Matthew, 20 Dec. 2023].

F o r Habebstruggled to compete with more modern hotels as time pdss&899 Ford retired

from active management of the hotel and moved to Norfolk where he managed the Gladstone

Hot el . Then in 1902 he moved back to Richmon:
CreeknearGloucester, VirginidThe Times DispatciRichmond, Virginia, 05 Feb 1903].

Following his deathF o r d 6 s was$idoeel Itemporarily for renovatonn 1903. It was
announcediif rom today forth the ho,taeeturntwitsdanhtebéllen k n o wn
name. The rates of the renovated and rehabilitated house will be fixed at from Idbtadkper

day, according to accommodations desired. It will be conducted on the American plan. Baths will

be put in, everything brightened and renewed and its cuisine and service will be made a feature
hereafter 0 [1DOctoberd903.i spatch

The structure was demolished in 191912 to be the site of a new city courthouse that was never
built [The Times DispatgiRichmond, Virginia, 05 Feb 1903].
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Ford's Hotd

A.J. Ford, Hollywood CemeteryRichmond, Virginia
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D. John PowersBallard (c. 1816i 1878)of the Ballard Houseand
the Exchange Hotel

William B. Ballard the son of the first Thomd&allard marriedSarah "Sally" Jarmamaughter

of William Jarman. They lived below MechgrRiver Depot ten miles west of Charlottesville.

Theirson John Power8allard was born in 1816 in Albemarle County, Virginible died on 28

May 1878, athe Retreat for the SicRi chmondds ol dest. Iswasfoundedoper at i
in 1877 by Annabella Ravenscroft Jenkinsserve people of any race as an alternative to the

general almshouse.

Johnds brother, Twashbom s AdEildind24 dnd &ied inl120hamas E.
Ballardd s first wife wlB231883),larm hisaoord avife wisdNanhieaOQverton
Price (18471931).

John married Jane Frances Powmt25 December 1840 in Chesterfield County, Virginia. She
died 16 January 1892 at the home of her son, WilkawersBallard[The Richmond Timesl7
January 1892, p. 2, Col. 2].

William PowersBallard was born on 14 November 1842, and die@ &eptember 1924Villiam
wasburiedat Greenlawn Memorial PaylNewport News, VirginiaHe married Ella Carter Pollard
who died on 3 November 1865 in Hanover Couhltiyginia.

After working atValentine, Fry & Cq a country storen Charlottesville,Ballard moved to
Palmyra, Virginiato help runa hotel. After achieving success in Palmyra he moved to Richmond
in 1847and became the proprietor of the Powhatan Hmtethe corner of Eleventh and Broad
Street

The Exchange Hotelas built in 1841 by a corporation formed for that purpose. The architect
was Isaiah Rogersf Boston and New York City, who designed the building in the Classic style.
F. Boydtonwas the original proprietor.

John P. Ballarg18161878) acquired the Exchange Hdeslse in 1851 In 1852 Ballardyave up
the ownership of the Powhatan Hotelconcentrate on the Exchange Hotel. thien built the
more modern foustory BallardHouse in 18581856, connecting the two structures first with a
steel bridge and then with a brick bridge that crossed Franklin Strewet second floor level.

TheBallardHouse was evidentially a family run establishmémt the1860 census in Richmond
shows John PoweBallard, age 44, fféllanvedcebly hiskbeothgrTdomas. Edward
Ballard(also listeda s A Ho t €;lthenklane PosveBallard age 38 0 o h n 6)sfollawed e
by their children, William PowerBallard and Francis Stribling BallardAfter Francis Stribling
inthecensus s Thomas Ed waartedBalkard age B2do/lowdsl byl theeir daughter,
Lizzie CarterBallard age 6.

Further down is Buben Sydney Powers 3 7 C h &l)pfddl@vied by Mildred BallardPowers

( Re u bwifenainds John P. Ballatds 3, age BGand Thomas EdwardPowers age 3, and
Sallie Powersage 1.
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list at Line 25 is William Powers age 75 (fABook

Keeper o),

Reubends father. The hotel was certainly a

Following the Civil War the management of thetel passed from the Ballafdmily to M.D.
Maineand Company.

Ea-BALLARD HOUSE,

: RICHMOND, VIRGINIA,

This well known spacious and elegantly appointed
Hotel, after having been NEWLY AND EXPEN-
SIVELY FURNISHED THROUGHOUT, s agaln
open for the publie,

The proprictors call particular attention to the
SELEEPING ROOMS, which are LARGE, WELL
VENTILATED, and many of them ARRANGED IN
SUITES. M. D. MAINE & Q0.,

augio—1is . _l'ruprielorn.

M.D. Maine and Company

Shortly thereafter in November of 186Ihn P. Ballardegained control of the hotel. Then in
February of 186@allardsold the hotel at auctiorin July of 1869Ballardwas declared bankrupt
and his country estate of 129 acres was sold. In November ofth86&ntralized management

of both the Exchange Hotahd the BallardHouse was assumég J. L. Carrington

During his time in the hotel business Mr. Balldikeéd in thehistoric WickhamValentinehouse
on Clay and Eleventh Streethe WickhamValentine housenow for many years known &se

Valentine Museumstill stands aithe southwest corner of Clayd Eleventh Street

This house, one of the handsomest in the older section of Richmond, was erected in 1812 by John

Wickham acontemporary of Chief Justice Marshaiid a leading member of the Richmond bar
in his day. After passing from the ownership of the Wickham family, this house was in turn the
home of John P. Ballardames G. Brooksand finally,Mann S. Valentindl. Mann S. Valentine

Il had previously resided on North Second Street in one of the old homes that stood for many years

in the rear of Gray's rowMr. Valentine, who was a gentleman of means and who had inherited

an appreciation of things beautiful and of historic interest, resided in the former Wickham house
from 1882 to 1892, and by his will directed that the house become the home of the Valentine
Museum[Munford, Robert Beverleyl936].

John Ballard s

| atiewWe shtovmmee w0, a t hree story,

t wel ve

north of Richmond near the fairgrounds. It was rented to boarders in January of 1874, indicating
continued financial troubles by its owner.
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However, in August of 1876, Ballajdined with J. S. Dodsoaf the Park Hoteto manage the
American Hotelbn Main and 12 Street. Then in November of 1876 Dodson bought out Ballard
and dissolved the partnership.

He died of heart failure two years later in a destitute conditio28oMay 1878 He is buried at
Hollywood Cemeteryn an unmarked grave.

Hollywood CemeterySection: B Lot: 39
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E. William niBU@l8e7diol93®p f | &r | | eAndd s Hot e
Neverett Eggleston(1890s1996)of Hotel Eqgleston

William Miller was born in Burkeville, Virginiain either1867 gource: 1880 U.S. Census) or

1874 (death certificate). The 1880 census notes that he was the third of eight children born to
Archie and Mary Miller t he | atter of whom was described a
then living in Nottoway, VirginiaArtina Miller was born c. 1881 to Sam and Louisa Barnes
Mecklenburg County, Virginianiversity of Virginia (UVA), The Institute for Advanced
Technology in the Humanities, 2023].

In 1899. John L. Sullivganexheavyweight boxing champion of the world, became amgtly

William Miller, the waiter wh o wmRichnoedrAni ng hi n
alcohol soaked Sullivanprobably breathing Bourbon, despite the early hour, shouted at Miller

t hat he had #Akilled two coons ng tode theithgrd t bef o
Whereupon Miller hurled a hot cofbo#Mepoberi itooh
a vacationo i mmediately, at the wurging of the

He returned some days later to find himself a hero. Contributions totaling more3j0@0 $oured
infromadmi rer s, and Wi | | gromimentlattornéyiaml chiek ealijoriaRaoitgra | |

of the Times, presented him with a siCoffeeer cof f
Pot Fighteo . Miller took his$3, 000 and o p e o Negrbpatronse it Opgratddlo t e |

for many years [Dabney, 1999].

Buck and Artina Miller who lived at the hotel and do not appeah&ve had children, were

influential entrepreneurs and active community members, providing financial support to local
causes. The couple ran other businesses in the area. In 1906, Buck opened a restaurant at 711 N.
2nd Street(now demolished), which also catered to hotel patrons. The 1922 Richmond City
Directory 1ists Buck as Pharmay gnd Artina as @ropoietor af f Mi |
Mi | | er 6s ,Qu2204lEastMain Stre@iuilding is still standing but has beaftered)

[University of Virginia(UVA), The Institute for Advanced Technology in the Humanities, 2023].

Artina Milerwas i ntegral to the hotel s success, and
cancer, at about 45 years old, in 192&w York Amsterdam News remembered her, in 1937, as

fithe guiding genius of the plaiea sentiment that was shared in other newspapers. Her death,
along with the onset of the Great Depressigreatly impated Buck Millerand the hotel

[University of Virginia(UVA), The Institute for Advanced Technology in the Humanities, 2023].

Il n early 1937, ATo Leto signs appethenretided,i n t he
continued to live at the hotel until his death two years later. His extensive obituary in the New
Journal and Guide as well as other remembrances of the period attest to his important status in
Richmond andhe fame of his hotel nationwid®&iversity of Virginia(UVA), The Institute for

Advanced Technology in the Humanities, 2023].
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The National Ideal Benefits Socidtyo u g ht Mi htlomepdirg beteen £9B7 and 1939
andit was rented and managed by a man from Norfolk, Virginia. According to his own 1992
account appearing in the Richmond Free Press, Neverett A. Egdgisiwas working as a cook
and caterer at Lakeside Country Clakthe late 1930s when Buck Milleupset that the Norfolk

man was more interested in operating the hotel
take over its management. For about three years beginning in M#&8%9, Eggleston leased
Mill erds Hotel, living there and running it wi

club while waiting to see if the hotel would be economically viable). In 1942, he bought the hotel
for $25,0@, renaming it Hotel EgglestofUniversity of Virginia (UVA), The Institute for
Advanced Technology in the Humanities, 2023].

Neverett A. Egglestofsr. was born o4 Septembefl898, inHenrico County Virginia, one of

nine children of Richard and Cora Egglestbi®@ at some point in the early 1900s lived in New
York City and Newburgh, New York. In 1925, he married Sallie Juanita Rob€it9661974)

and they had three children, Aurelia, Neverett Jr., and Jane. According to the 1950 U.S. Census,
the family lived at 2112 Barton Avenue (still existingAs with Buck and Artina Miller the
Egglestons were a prominent local family and active community leaders; in 1950, Eggleston Sr.
was elected president of the Richmond Democratic Leagdgin 1963, was the athairman of

its board of directorsniversity of Virginia(UVA), The Institute for Advanced Technology in

the Humanities, 2023].

After briefly living in New York City during the 1920s and witnessing the Harlem Renaissance
first hand, Mr. Egleston returned to Richmond. Thefteaworking as a cook at the Lakeside
Country Club Eggleston opened his own restaurant in Jackson \Wakl Lafayette. After its
closure, hdbecame the manager of the neakby | | e r fRehmbnal Ciyy Council, 2015].

The Lafayette restaurantas locatedat the coner of Second and ClaStreetin 1928. The
restaurant didndét | ast | ong, but t h4Willisgi dndt s
Samantha2016].

Il n 1935, h e b oat §eednd ald LeigheWhdeshe ana Hisavife raised their family

in Washington Park, they also worked together to build the Egglestoniktotal gathering place

for Richmondds bl ack el it American travelend and & favtyitee r et 1
stop for celebritie§Willis, Samantha2016].
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na eggb&om'

From left: Neverett Egglestoisr., Neverett Eggleston Jr. and Neveré&iggleston 1l at 541 N.
Second St. (Photo by Larry RoacBJack History Museum & Cultural Center Archives)

Neverett Egglestoisr.
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Miller's and Eggleston

Hotels

——p—

Opened in 1904 and demolished in 2009, the hotel
that stood here hosted regional and national black
luminaries, celebrities, , an i
Booker T. Washington. Buiit by William "Buck” Miller,
Miller's Hotel was one of a handful in Richmond to
offer black cu fine , @ rarity
in the segregated South, Its success reflected the
ial fessional efforts of the

P jal and p
residents of Jackson Ward, widely considered “The
Birthplace of Black Capitalism." Under sub it
owner Neverett Eggleston, the renamed Eggleston
Hotel was a hotspot beginning in 1943, hosting such

as Louis A ong, Count Basie, and
Redd Fox.

Miller and Eggleston Hotels

The Hotel Egglestonwas listed in the 1947 edition dthe Negro Motorist Green Bopla
guidebook for African American travelers that provided listings of hotels, restaurants, service
stations and otheestablishments throughout the United States that served African American
customers during the Jim Crow ¢Richmond City Council, 2015].

This wasa time when discrimination, racial prejudice, price gouging, and physical violence were
common and widespread threats facing African Americans on thelioadNegro Motorist Green
Bookwas an essential tool in helping to keep Black travelers safe as well as baiad tairly

and with respect [Richmond City Council, 2015].

Alts success reflected the entrepreneurjal and
widely considered The Birthpl ace ghownBloaec k Cap
[Richmond Free Press, 2015].

Eggleston Sr. later recalled that the World War Il years kept the Hotel Eggléstogstaurant

(cal |l ed Ne netheel®50s), sand Bthea nearby businesses busy. He employed six
waitresses and three cooks, and he himself was always in the kitchen. Hotel Eggleston, he said,

was one of three hotels on the block where African Americans could stay in segregated Richmond

t he ot her s b eandRestadrant anithe sbsthedstocormet of N. 2nd and Clay Streets

and S| au g h baatedirsd-blddlo (boghl also listed in the Green Book and since
demolished). According to Eggleston Sr., people started calling N. 2nd ®Stkeet St r eet 0 dur
the war years [University of Virgini@UVA), The Institute for Advanced Technology in the
Humanities, 2023].
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Eggleston Sr. later wrote that N. 2nd Streent into decline in theid-1970s which he attributed

to integration, as African Americans had opportunities to try other businesses in Richmond beyond

those in Jackson Wards a result, all 30 rooms in the Hotel Egglesimre rented by the week

or month. The hotel was vacant by the 1980s, though Egglestof{ Delin by Eggl est o
grandson, Neverett A. Egglestdit) and a laundromat on the Leigh Stremstle (owned and
operated by Eggl eston Sr. 0s daughter, Aur el i
storefrats by the early 1990s [University of VirginidJVA), The Institute for Advanced

Technology in the Humanities, 2023].

Neverett Egglestosr. owned the building which he bought in 1935 until it was demolished in
2009 to make way for new development [Richmond City Council, 2015]

Neverett Egglestohved for around a century assing away ob Decemberl996 Heis buried
at Saint John Baptist Chur€emetery in Henrico Gmty, Virginia [Richmond Free Press, 2015].
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F. Lewis Ginter (18241897)of the Jefferson Hotel

Lewis Ginter

Lewis Ginterwasborn in New York,4 April 1824,in New York City anddied in Richmond,
Virginia, 2 Octoberl897[Virginia Historical Society 1898].

He settled in Richmond, Va., in 1842, and opened a Blieacwith ageneral assortment of fancy
furnishings His store was located on East Main Stregposite to the St. Charlésotel [Virginia
Historical Society1898].

Later on, in partership with John F. Alvey, he went into the business of wholesdiens in a
store on the south 1'3Street betwwen Main Streeaind Cary Strediirginia Historical Society
1898].

When the war came on, he sold out his business and erteze@€onfederate army as
guartermater, and in 862 was promoted tthe position ofCommissary.He never missedn
opportunity to get into battl e and [Vignias
Historical Society 1898].

After the close of the war Major Ginteroved to New York City and begee abanker. Involved
in the 'Black Frida/" gold panic oR4 Septembet 869, he returned to Richmond 812, forming
soonthereafter a partnership with John FleAl for the manufacture of ch@wy and smoking
tobacco, ad afterwards of cigarett¢¥irginia Historical Society1898].
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The cigarette businessade Ginter a rich maginter was a marketing genius and saw a big future

in cigarettes, which were added to the product linein 1&d4.o mot i ng A Ri chmond St
and AVirginia Brightso took him around the wor
as 1,500 people at its pepkoody, Janet, 2014].

In 1884 Mr. Allen retired. In B90 the firm of Allen & Gintebecame a branch tie American

Tobacco Companyof which Major Ginter declined thpresidencyVirginia Historical Society

1898].

Having accumulated the largest fortune ever acquirdidel South Major Ginter died October
1897, his death being regardasia public calamity, owing to tipeiblic uses to which he devoted
alarge part of his mearn¥irginia Historical Society 1898].

Lewis Ginter Hollywood Cemetery

The following were some dfewis Ginted activities andaccomplishments.

In 1887, Ginter and Joseph Bryeorganized the Tanner & Delaney Engine Compatty the
Richmond Locomotive & Machine Work#t its peak, this eetrprise employed 1,200 workers
[Woody, Janet, 2014].

To aid his friend Col. Page McCayt§inter invested in the struggling Richmond Tinmme4886.
He immediately grew impatient with its money demands and gaveig fodnd Joseph Bryain
1887 [Woody, Janet, 2014].

In 1887, Ginter purchased land on the corner of West Franklin and Shafer Streets and built the
verywell-appointed®01 W. FranklinStredi c i t y 0 man s i eaost$l,250,000Thid t o h a\
house opened in 189@/oody, Janet, 2014].

504



The Taverns and Hotels of Nonsuch

He purchased 160 acres and built afn3hsestatel i ng V
included barns, stables, greenhouses, bowling alleys and many other entertainments. The house
was filled with stained glass and parquet floors, as well as books, art, and music. He kept at least

14 types of carriages, summoned with buttonatiet in the entrance hall. Ryan estimates that

Ginter spent millions turning this property into an estate fit for a gilded age millionaire. He resided

at this home (his favorite of the two) beginning in 1889 @ied there o& Octoberl897 [Woody,

Jaret, 2014].

As a world traveler, Ginter saw new technological marvels and civic improvements that he wanted
for Richmond. To this end, he always had multiple projects in the works. Developing inviting
suburban retreats for theell-off was one of his most ambitious projects. Henrico Colragd
records show that beginning in May889, Ginter made 52 property acquisitions. At the time,
Henrico extended well into what is currently Richmond. Most of these acquisitions centered on
the Brook TurnpikeHermitageRoadLakeside Avenue corridors [Woody, Janet, 2014].

In 1891, Ginter and partners chartered the Sherwood Land Comptmplans to develop a
suburb of large villas designed for the upper middle class. Ginter was impressed by the suburbs he
saw when visiting Melbourne, Australia, during his 1888 world tour and wanted the same for
Richmond.He consulted with the nationally renowned landscape architecture firm Frederick Law
Olmsted& Associates. While he purchased much acreage and engaged in planning, Sherwood
Park and Ginter Parkere not built until after his death, and it is very unlikely that he would have
named Ginter Park after himself. The only construction to happen before his death was several
worker cottages in the 3600 block of Hawth®rAvenuethat still exist today [Woody, Janet,

2014].

To ease the trip to his anticipated northern suburbs, he purchased five miles of Brook Turnpike
(now Road) in 1890 and spent an estimateaimillion dollars upgrading it into one of the finest

roads in the state. His improvements included resurfacing, landscaping with hedges and trees, and
tollbooths. His portion of the turnpike ran approximately between LamipaStreetand
WestbrookAvenue [Woody, Janet, 2014].

In 1889, he and several partners chartered Bloomingdale Stock Farmaar28i¥estock and
dairy farm, locatedintheareho t oday 6s Lakeside neighborhood |

He purchased land for Lakeside P#t891) and the Lakeside Wheel CI(i894). Lakeside Park

was an ambitious project that included a dance pavilion, café, zoo, a lake for boating and skating,
and a golf course. The Lakesi de Wheel Club ga
home during the sholived bicycle craze of thenid-1890s[Woody, Janet, 2014].

In tribute to his Confederate general A. P. Hinter had anonument built at the intersection of
Her mitage and Laburnum Avenue, and had Gener al
ard reinterred under the monument [Woody, Janet, 2014].

In 1892, he purchased land in the 100 block of Franklin Staeelt built the grand, statd-the-

art Jefferson Hotelhich opened in 1895. While he had partners in this endeavor, it is certain that
Ginter spent a million or two of his own money this venturgf not more [Woody, Janet, 2014].
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In January, 1893, fire destroyed the Allen & Ginfebacco factory at Seventh and Cary Streets.
Ginter continued to pay employeehile the factory was rebuilt [Woody, Janet, 2014].

In 1896, he paid to have the Barton Heigsti®et car line extended north to Brookland Park
Boulevardand then west to Brook Turnpikélis plan was to run the line north on his Brook
Turnpike and eventually take riders all the way to Lakeside. P&lalso built a narrow gauge
railway to carry granite from a quarry in the Lakeside area to his construction projects. For this
purpose, he purchased his own locomotigmed Barbara [Woody, Janet, 2014].

Other projectschartered the Virginia Electric Light Compar(¥881), was a founder of the
University College of Medicine, built Deep Run Hunt Claibd Rosedale Lodggave twelve
acres to the Union Theological Seminéoyits new Richmond home in the Ginter Parka, and
supported t he sHane foCanfederatwvdtedansgWwooddy, Janet, 2014].

Stories of Ginterds anonymous gifts were |l egio
by investing, or loaning money, and helped people who were beset by family tragedy. It is not
possible to know how much money he gave away since it isowmtneented. And, all of his

projects listed above should be viewed as employment opportunities for thousands of
Richmonders, as many as 4,000 accordingisdRichmond Dispatclobituary [Woody, Janet,

2014].
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G. John P. Murphy (18427 1918)ofMur phy 6s Hot el s

John P. Murphy

The eventful career of John Murphgf Richmond, Virginia, began when he landed on these
shores, but undoubtedly he inherited the elements of character which have contributed to his
marked success from his antecedents, and the early environment of his native land. He was born
15 Februay 1842, in county Cork, Irelandand his parents, Peter and Margaret Murphy, were
descended from the nadi inhabitants of that locality [Davis, Chris, 2022].

County Cork is generally considered to have biestituted by King John; it was but sparsely
settled before the sixteenth century, when among others to whom the crown granted lands within
the county were Sir Walter Raleigh and Edmund Spenser, the poet, who received forty thousand
acres and thirty thousd and twentyeight acres of land respectively. After 1602 these lands,
together with other large estates, were colonized by English settlers, hence the later population of
county Cork became a more or less hybrid race, consisting of the English elegraftedrupon

the native Irish stock. It was from these elements that the family of Murphy sprang, and the
dominant influence of this antecedent history gave the elements of character to John, Murphy
which enabled him to succeed under #dawerseconditions of life during the early years lus

career in this country [Davis, Chris, 2022].

He was at Richmond, Virginia, when the civil war began, and the cause of the Confederacy

appealed to him. In April, 1861, he enlisted for one year in Company F, Fifteenth Regiment of
Virginia Volunteers, and was sent to the front under General MacGiudlee eastern part of
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Virginia. In the following year he renlisted in Letcher's batterye§ram's battaliomvas in the
seven days fighting around Richmond, &tarphywas slightly wounded in the battle of Malvern
Hill, on 1 July 1862. He participated in Lee's first invasion of Maryland, and was seriously
wounded at Warrenton Springs21 August1862. h 1864, after his recovery, he joined Morgan's
cavalry, at Wytheville, in southwestern Virginia, where Morgan's troop was beinrgaaized.
Soon afterward he was captured at the battle of FIMa@istain, near Dublin, Virginia, and sent

to Camp Chase, Ohiavhere he was held a poiser until the close of the war [Davis, Chris, 2022].

When he was discharged from prison, he learned that his parental home and all thedrwas

him had leen destroyed in tHamethatswept city of Richmonduring the last days of the war.

With the lure of promise in the great west before him, and the devastation of war behind him, he
joined the westward bound tide of emigration to that Mecca, and sought to rebuild his broken
fortune there, like many other soldiers of the Confederacy. Héyghadepted the first offer of
employment made to him, which was to drive a stage coach for Holiday & Carlisle, who owned
and operated a line of stageaches that formed part of the "Overland Express" from Missouri to
California. After a few months' service, his employers offered him the position of general manager
of their supply train at a salary considered large for those days; however, a loisddojpted

home city of Richmond still lingered in his heart, and in 1866, something over a year after the war
closed, he returned there. He found the city, figuratively speaking, arising ptigerfrom the

asles of her ruins [Davis, Chris, 2022].

Hedid whatever came to hand in the effort to rehabilitate the family's lost fortune, and by 1872 he
had earned and saved enough money to establish himself in a small mercantile bugiasss It

the site of the futur®urphy Hote| and in a few years more hesable to purchase the property.

In 1886 Murphy built the first hotel structure which bears his name, consisting of some thirty
rooms. From tire to time the structure wamlaged, until in1914, it washe largest hotel and

most widely known hostelry in the state of Virginihis magnificent hotel consisteaf three
buildings, containing five hundred guest rooms, fronting on Broad, EightGeawStreet The
buildings wereconnected by magnificent bridges arranged as sun parlors, thereby combining
convenience, health and comfort [Davis, Chris, 2022].

Mr. Murphy's business success, particularlyhotel management, was phenomenal; he avas

liberal patron of eery movementhat had for its object the business and i@ntial advancement

of Richmond. He wawidely known for his genial hospitality, charities and patriotism. Hifresel
Confederate veteran, he walfied with the memorial ganizations of the "Lost CausdHe wa
nevertheless fraternally, on the best of terms with the Grand Army Bfegheblic organizations,

and was several times thaest of honor in celebrations north of Mason and Dixon's line. In 1896

he was chosen commander of R. E. Lee Camp of United Confederate Vetdrammswasthe

most prominent Confederate veteran organization in the state, and served for eighteen years as a
member of the board of direcsoof Lee Camp, Soldier's Home [Davis, Chris, 2022].

He wasa consistent member of the Roman CathGharch. During tle years of his prosperity he
dispensed charity with a free hand tonyavorthy young men whom hassisted to secure an
education and to finara success, and also he alwdysl an enthusiastic interest in the welfare
of the childrerround about him [Davis, Chris, 2022].
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In politics Mr. Murphy wasa stanch Democraand tookan active interest in local politics. He
was made a director of the Virginia State Agricultural Society in 1890, and for two years served
as itsvice-president. n 1898 Governor J. Hoge Tyler appointed him a member of the board of
directors of the \Mfiginia Penitentiary; he waes director of the Broad StreBank, of Richmad,
likewise of the Old Dominion Trust Compargnd despite great demands upon his timeify h
own business interests, he wastively identified with numerous businesd social
organizations. He was member of the Royal Arcanymf the Catholic Knights of Americdhe
Independent Order of Heptasophad of the Ancient Order of United Workmetis remarkable
success oftemlicited inquiries from persons who seelsladvice; to such he recommended
general, that they escheall intoxicating liquors and vicious company, and that they first own
their own homes, and avoid all financial speculations, policies, doubtless, that have cahtinibute
his own remarkable success [Davis, Chris, 2022].

Mr. Murphy married (first) JanMcCabe of Richmond, Virginia, in 1868; and married (second)
in 1903, Louisa O'Connoof Charleston, South Carolina. The childi&ithe first marriage were
Nellie J.; Edward F.; Madeline McCabe; Alice BohnJr.; George D.andRobert E-There were
no children by second marriage [Davis, Chris, 2022].

John Murphydied on 20 February918 and management passed to hisrsteww, James T. Disney

who ran thénotel until his own death in 1933. By 1939, the Board of Directors of The Richmond Hotels,
Inc., had taken control of the Murphy Hqtehanging its name to the King Cattéatel in 1949.The

hotel was purchased by the state in 1966 and converted &saffit969.

John Murphyis buried in MountCalvary Cemeteryof Richmond with both wives and two of his

children, Alice C. Murphy Wood18761946) andJohn P. Murphydr. (18781909) [Davis, Chris,
2022].
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H. Adeline Detroit Wood Atkinson (18411 1916)of the St. James
Hotel, the American Hotel the Lexington Hotel and the Hotel
Richmond

Adeline Detroit Wood Atkinson

Adeline Detroit Wood was born @0July 1841, to Sarah Ann (née White) and William Waod
Bedford County, Virginiathey had three sons and three daugHhtérsadway, Sandra Gioia,
2021].

At the age of 19, she married John M. Atkinsdohn Atkinson enlisted in thElth Virginia
Infantry Regimentaind served with th€onfederatem the Civil War. When the Civil War began
John Atkinson enlisted in Company E of the 11th Virginia Infantry in Lynchkang the young
couple settled there following his parole at Appomaittokpril, 1865.They moved ta.ynchburg
after he was paroled at the end of the wéar husband died diNovemberl894. Together, they
had six childrenthree sons and three daughters [Treadway, Sandra Gioia, 2021].

In the mid1870's Atkinson's husband's income as a bricklayer was insufficient to support their
growing family, so she took on boardeBy 1881, her business was doing so well that she opened
the Warwick Houséotel on Main Streah Lynchburg The Warwick House was a Cedferate
hospital during the war [Treadway, Sandra Gioia, 2021].

As her husband's health declined, they moveRicbmond In 1884, she took over the struggling
Saint James HoteBy 1889, she became the proprietor of the American Heteth she renamed
the Lexington in 18940n 25 April 1903, Atkinson sold the Lexington ta &. Spratleyand J. L.
Rodwell[Treadway, Sandra Gioia, 2021].

As she was selling the Lexington, she purchased the Saing Bgl, at the corner of Ninth and
Grace Stredh Richmond.Shedemolishedt and in its place built thilotel Richmondwvith a 140
room capacity. Hotel Richmond opened®bApril 1904, and was successful, competing with the
popularJefferson Hotel After it openeda contemporary guidebook described it as "one of the
most elegantly situad hotels in the city Located at the western edge of Capitol Square
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equipped with the latest conveniences, the Hotel Richmond ranked just below the famous Jefferson
in reputation and popularitifrhe hotel did so well that in 1912, Atkinson doubled its capacity and
its value was dBnated to be almost $million [Treadway, Sandra Gioia, 2021].

Atkinson was regarded as one of the most remarkable women in Richmond. From a start as a
salaried employee of a small Lynchbumgtel she rose to the heights of conceiving, building and
owning a hotel which was one of the largest hotels in VirgRiehmond TimedDispatch 1916].

Atkinson was renowned as a stern woman who managed a tight ship. She wasn't a socialite and
refused membership in the higbciety ladies' clubs and women's leagues of Richmond. Her only
membership was in the Second Presbyterian Ch&todwas one of the first women in Richmond

to own a car, according to family members, and eweoyning she drove it to the 17th Street
Farmers' MarkefThere she shopped for food drother amenities for the hotel [Bass, Scott, 2005].

What differentiated Atkinson from the handful of businesswomen in Richmond at the time, says
Sandra G. Treadwayleputy director of the Library of Virginia, was the size of her business.
Treadway, who has researched Atkinson, says she was one of three or four prominent
businesswomen in the city in the early 1900s [Bass, Scott, 2005].

"There were just a few women in this part of the state that reached that level of both public
recognition and business success," Treadway says. As for her hotel's clientele, "The kinds of
people who stayed with her were runnihg tstate of Virginia," she says [Bass, Scott, 2005].

Atkinson raised her twin granddaughters, Addie Ervin DesParnédMary Ervin Townsendn
the Hotel Richmondfter their mother died in her late 20s. The two were notorious for "fussing"
with each other, says Brown, theudater of Addie Ervin DesPortes [Bass, Scott, 2005].

She brought her sons in to help manage Hotel Richpmrtdemained in charge tilrher health
declined in 1916 [Treadway, Sandra Gioia, 2021].

Atkinson died about midnight on the evening 1df Decemberl916, at the Hotel Richmond
[Treadway, Sandra Gioia, 2021].

She had in failing health for two months, but her death was not believed imminent. However, that
she believed the near was attested by the fact that several times during the week before her death
she voiced opinion that she had only few hours to live. Kilenson had been confined to her

bed for about ten days, but reged her faculties until the enRichmond TimedDispatch 1916].

Two months before her death was reluctant to gpvber active duties as proprietord manager
of the hotel, r enfeebled condition made this imperative. and she was from that tshe wras
confinedher apartmentRichmond TimeDispatch 1916].

Her pallbearers included William RuegdrHotel Ruegeand Col. John P. Murphy f  Mur phy & s

Hotel. She is buried ahe family plot inHollywood Cemeteryin Richmondwith her husband
[Richmond TimesDispatch 1916].
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Grave of Atkinson and her husband at Hollywood Cemetery
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l. Lewis Rueger(1821-1902) and William Rueqger(1857-1936),
Both of Hotel Rueger

William Ruegerand Dorothea WVockeRueger

In 1842, a young Louis Ruegemigrated from Germany to Richmond, opening a saloon and café

on Broad StreetHe yearned to be in the heart of the city, and in 1846 movedtaislishment to

9th and Bank Stregdlirectly across from the State Capitol and only one block from what was then
the most busttig corner in town The taverrbusiness thrived until the Civil War, when martial

law was declared and his building was seized, to be used as the Commodore of the Confederate
Navy's headquarters. Rueger travelled back to his native Germany during the war, returning to
Richmond afterife years to find his beloved Rueger's destroyed, aattgsof the great fire of

1865 [Commonwealth Hotel, 2023].

Rueger was not deterred, and rebuilt bigger and better than before. His place was affectionately
known as the Lafayette Salqagiven its location near the Lafayette Artillery Armoridis sons

and grandsons joined him in the business, and they added boarding rooms for intoxicated clientele.
The demand for rooms to rent grew, dydl901 the Rueger family had acquired the surrounding
buildings and opened a 2domhotel, the first Hotel RuegerUpon its opening, o024 July 1901,

the Richmond Times ews paper decl ared, A Mr . Rueger has
restaurant on Bank Stre@t a style of magnificence thahsures every comfort and luxury
[Commonwealth Hotel, 2023].

Louis married Sabine LuisBmmermanof bothGermany and Richmond@hey hadsix children,

Charles Henry, Pauline, Eie, William, Louisa and Henry and lived at 600 South Sheppard
Street, near Byrd Park.

Rueger's grandson, William, had even bigger dreams. In 1912 he announced the impending
construction of what was to become the new Hotel Ryagerthe Time®ispatch headline read,
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AFamous Restaur ant o Omaméneto Cithden Gtorg Buildindgito Castl

More Than &uarter Million Ddlarsd Three Generations at Heim Sixteen months later, dn
November1913, the existing hotel building opened for the first time. It then boasted 136
bedrooms, of which about 80 percent had privat
could seat 200 guests, there were eight private dining rooms which acconuhrfonfat® to 36

guests, a basement level grill room for businessmen, andfagaoden above the 10th floor
[Commonwealth Hotel, 2023].

The Hotel Ruegeremained one of the top lodging establishments in Richmond for decades. In

the 1958, with a change of ownership came a change of name, to the Hotel R&etis same

time the roof garden was enclosed and an 11th floor of guestrooms added. In 1982, Fredericksburg
developer Larry Silvesaw the potential of this historic building. After purchasing the property,

he gutted what was then a 123 room hotel to create 59 very spacious one and two room suites.
Only the fAimodern elevatorso from 19 1@smaller e | e
European hotel. Mr. Silver christened the establishmenCtramonwealth Park Suites Hotel
[Commonwealth Hotel, 2023].

Louis Rueger William Rueger
Hollywood CemeteryRichmond

514



The Taverns and Hotels of Nonsuch

J. Lee Paschall(18781 1958) Thomas GreshamSr. (18671
1945) Thomas Greshamlr.: Lloyd Noland Sr. (18851952
Lloyd Noland Jr. (19172014, All of Richmond Hotels, Inc.

Lee Paschalll910 Lee Paschall 1925

Lee Paschalll940 Lee Paschall 1954

Lee Paschallvasborn in Warren CountyNorth Carolina, on 5 December 1878 amalried Edith
Leota Turneon 28 June 1906. She was born on 10 October 1877 in Mineral, West Viegidia
she died on 19 June 1971 in Richmond at JohAatitire Hospital.

515



Richmond Memories

Edith L. Turner, 1900 Edith L. Turner, 1925

Lee and Edh had a child, Anna Lee Paschallho was born on 10 August 1908 in Wise, North
Carolina and died on 13 February 1967 in Newport News, Virginia. Anna Lee graduated in 1925
from the Collegiate Schodtor Girls located at 1619 Monument Avenue, Richmadridginia.

Anna was named in honor of her Aunt, Anna Hester PasCbh&iman.

Anna Lee Paschalll925 Anna Lee Paschalll935

Photograph (L) of Anna Lee Paschatlourtesy Julia A. Williams Study and Archive Center,
Collegiate SchoglRichmond, Virginia

Anna Lee PaschaBell and John Gordon Bellere married o830 November 1935 dter home
on 2716 Monument AyeRichmond Virginia and divorced on 13 January 1968Mecklenburg
County, North Carolina. John Gordon was born on 15 May 1908 in Covington, Virginia and died
on 13 December 1990 in Washington, District of Columbia. He graduated from the Medical
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Collegeof Virginia in 1933. On 26 September 19&%hn Gordon Bell married 28 year old
Marilyn A. Southwellin Norfolk, Virginia.

John Gordon Bell, 1933
Medical Collegeof Virginia

Anna Lee Paschaiell and John Gordon Bell had a son, John PaschalllB®th on 7 April 1942.
William Woodrow Hitchensnd his wife Clara were named as godparents to John Paschall Bell.
William was later electeBotentate of the ACCA TemplBlobles of the Mystic Shrine, a masonic
organization to which Lee Paschall was a member. In addition, Clara Hitsbesesl as the
Secretary to Lee Paschall, President of Richmond Hotels, Inc.

John Paschall BeWas married in Richmond, Virginia on 3 April 1965 to Jenny Elaine Hudgins
Nelsonof Mathews County, Virginia. They divorced on 30 October 1981. John died on 27

December 1996 in Scotch Plains, New Jersey. He was buried at Hillside Cemetery, 1401
Woodland Ave Scotch Plains, New Jersey

Jenny Elaine Hudgins Nelson

John and EI ai nebs o fvesyin tehRichmbnd, VRging,saech With Qs Bel |
daughter CharlottBell.
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Russell G. Bellnd Charlotte Bell

Lee died at 4 AM on Wednesday, 17 December 1958 daked Richmondhe night after being
discharged at 12 Noon from the hospital following a heart attack which occurred on his birthday,
December 5th. Lee, followed by Anna and later, Edith were all buried at Forest Lawn Cemetery
Richmond Virginia.

Lee Paschall s wi | batedbwtke Rgphmond, Virginia, Circuit Court Leebs daught e
Paschall Beland thefamily members EditPaschall, Anna Paschall Bedind John Paschall Bell

as wel |l as Leebs still | iandiMarg Paschall Peekinsere Vi r gi n
named in the will. Two corporate secretaries, Anne Barlow Gr&yise Contracting and Clara

D. Hitchensof Richmond Hotels were also named, as well as a number of worthy organizations:

Crippled Chi,Rdhmewdés Hospital
Virginia Home for the Incurable&®ichmond

Roanoke CollegeSalem, Virginia

Sheltering Arms HospitaRichmond, Virginia

Jerusalem Methodist ChurdPaschallNorth Carolina

Shriners HospitalgGreenville, South Carolina

= =4 =8 8 48 -9

The Paschalls lived at 2716 Monument AWwichmond Virginia, which was designed by

Richmond architect M. E. Wrigha nd constructed in 1925 by Pas
ConstructionCompanyusing a brick exterior. Prior to 1925 they lived at 2228 Park Avenue, the

Hotel Richmondand 2510 Monument Avenuie Richmond.

When Lee wanted to relax away from Richmdmedwould retire to his fishing camp located on

the high bluff overlooking the northeast shore of Wests L. &dd Church Hanover County
Virginia.

This lake was a joy to fish, especially with a fly rod. Two flat bottom wooden skiffs, moored in a
tin sided boat house, were available for use. The boat house was located just west of the camp
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house which was perched high on a hill. Many notables were guests at the lake, including Samuel
T. Rayburn Speaker of the House of Representatives.

James MP. Coleman, lll, the author of this book, first visited this lake in 1947 as a one year old
baby and returned many times over the years to fish and camp. During a visit in 2014 it was
determined by the author that the Paschall camp house and boat hoeigewenger present,
having been supplanted by modern, residential structures.

When not working or relaxing Lee found time to serve on many professional organizations such
as The Builders' Exchange Association of Virgjiritaesident, 1928 1931, and the Associated
General Contractors of Americéreasurer, 1921922.

View FromLee Paschal s Fi shi ng Camp

In 1931, the Presidency of The Builders' Exchange Association of Virgou&d pass to John W.
Russellof Doyle and Russell Inca general contractor also located in RichmoRaschall and
Russell would be competitors for the next twesdéyen years. During the war years they would,
however, join forces between 1941 and 1943 to build the Pentagsfashington, District of
Columbia, and Camp Lee, Virginia.

Leebs funeral at 3 PM on the Friday foll owing
at the First Baptist Churahere he attended, but was not a member. Prior to the funeral he was
in repose in the homeds front parlor with the

member of the Jerusalem Methodist ChurcRaschallNorth Carolina

The funeral was attended by James Michael PasClod&diman|il, the author of this book, who
remembers the church sanctuary as being filled to capacity. The sermon was preached by the
churchés senior pastor Dr. Theodore F. Adams

GovernorJames Lindsay Almond Jof Virginia served as an honorary pallbearer. Active
pallbearers included Daniel E. Spmanager of thelotel King Carter, Walter Hermanmanager

of the Hotel John Marshall Harry A. Simkins manager of the Hotel Richmagndafayette
Granvell Maxey purchasing manager dRichmond Hotels, In¢. A. N. Tuttle general
superintendent of construction, Wise Contracting Compary C.C. Young also a general
superintendent of construction and later a Vice President of Wise Contracting Company.
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From 1936 to 1968, Dr. Adams served as senior pastor of RiclimeondFi r st Bamgpt i st C
was much beloved and respected in Richmond. In 1955 Dr. Adams was named the first Virginia
Baptist to serve as the president of the Baptist World Alliance.

Lee Paschalvas both personally and professionallgll-knownto Dr. Adams, having built the

churchdés expansion in the 1940 stoRichohonddlrisgo havi n
April and May of 1956. L e e 6 shadalsabpilatiheyelevat¥di s e Co
stage from which Dr. Graham preached at Ri chmo

An example of the joint activities of Lee Paschatid Theodore Adamis shown by their
attendance at the funeral of Willis Flemjrigen from the Western Brantiest Norfolk area of
Portsmouth, Virginia. Willis was born into a former slave family2&April 1865, in Manson,
Warren CountyNorth Carolina. He worked primarily as a farm laborer in Nutbush from the 1870s
through the 1880s. He then moved to Portsmouth, and was employed by the Virginia Smelting
Company Lee Paschall and Theodore Adams were pallbearers at his funeral.

(i CORASEITARL - [
o I
\ ¥ E-__ﬁ;_ ; 3 .,. b

Gravestones
Lee Paschall Forest Lawn Cemetery Edith Paschal| Forest Lawn Cemetery
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Gravestones
Anna Lee PaschalBell, Forest Lawn Cemetery, Richmond

The history of Wise Contracting Compaisypart and parcel to understanding the history of the
aut hor oOssce foar oasdendants of Annie Coleman would be employed by Lee Raschall
Wise Contracting Company. In addition, the company would establish a granite quarry outside of
Wise,North Carolinawhich impacted the local economy and building designs across the Warren
County area.

DeArcie Paul Colemarnn 1917, James Michael Pasch@lblemanin 1917, James Michael
Paschall Coleman, Jduring 19461961, and James Michael Paschall Colemangduting the
summer of 1963 would all work for Wise Contracting Company

In addition to this direct employment, Lee Paschalanged for the employment of both James
Michael PaschalColemanSr. and DeArcie Paul Colema Virginia Engineering Comparip
Newport Newsghrough the business association of Lee with Lloyd Nolandof Newport News,
who was Chairman of both the Board of the Virginia Engineering Company and Richiotats]

Inc.

DeArcie Paul Colemawould later work for Noland Compana large plumbing supply company

which furnished materials for many of Wise Contracting Compastzy pr oj ect sSr., LI oyd
followed by Lloyd NolandJr. of Newport Newsvere also President of Noland Company.
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Lloyd U. Noland Jr.

Lloyd U. Noland Sr.

Both Chairman of the Board, Virginia Engineering Company and RichmokHidtels, Inc.

L. U NOLAND e

BELOVED HUSBAND, FATHER GRANDIATHER " %8
AND 7
EMINENT BUSINESS LEADER i

BORN JULY 17 1885 ~ DIED OCT 29,195 §

_ -AT AGE OF &7 '

AFTER A FULL LIFE OF WORTHWHILE SERVICE
AND CREATIVE ACCOMPLESHMENT

_:}L\' A MAN THINKETI'I IN Hl§ HEART, K SO IS HE"
Lloyd U. Noland Sr., Peninsular Memorial Park,

Newport News, Virginia

Before starting in the construction business Lee Pasgiwled away from the family farm in

1895, at the age of 16 and began working as a salesman in a general store. Two years later in early
1897, he joined the engineering corps of the Richm&sdersburg and Carolina Railroadd

helped lay tracks for a short period of time from Richmond to Norlina for one dollar per day
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During the summer of 1897, Lee went to work cutting timber for his brotierRaschall After
a summer in the woods, Lee went to Warrenton Male Academgr the leadership of noted
educator John Grahato begin his preparation to enter medical school.

Then, with an offer of 2 dollars peay, Lee began building the Roanoke Rikgdge, a short
distance from his home in Merry Moun&oon he was with the Western Maryland Railraac
construction engineer. While working in West Virginia, Lee megtwife, Edith Turner

He then joine the Virginia Railroadas Resident Engineer in the Roanoke office. In 1905 Lee
returned to WiselNorth Carolinaand joined his brothers and their recently formed Wise Granite
Company Lee and Edith Turner married in 1906.

Wise Granite Company, Wise Granite and Construction Company, and the
Wise Contracting Company

THOMAS GRESHAM, PRes LEE PASCHALL. Vice PREs. J. R. PASCHALL, SEC AND TREAS

Wige Granite & Construction Company, Inr.

GENERAL CONTRACTORS AND BUILDERS
HOME OFFICE: RICHMOND, VIRGINIA

Wise Granite andConstructionCompanyletterhead, 1914

Wise Granite Companyas incorporated in 1902. The hand written charter was penned by Robert
Hill Michael Paschall1838i1 1904). The other owners of this company were Lee PagtBaB

T 1958), John Robert Pasch@B721956) and Wallace T. Paschalhe charter of the company
was amended in 1906. The amendment shows Thomas GrashHaresident and J. R. Paschall

as Secretary. Lee Paschall purchased half interest in the company a year later in 1907.

The Pasaall brothers continued quaroperationéin Wise,north Carolinaput began construction
work, first in Warren CountyNorth Carolinaand later in Richmond/irginia.

Lee supervised the 1908 construction of the Shev@e Baptist Churahs new home i n V

North Carolina which was constructed with granite. Granite for the new church was from the
Wise Granite Compalys quar ry | ocLaHicksqSaw)dMeglt of t he F.
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1910 2020
SharonWise Baptist Church, Wise, NC

Other granite, noncommercial structures, built in the 188 period by Lee Paschalhd the
Wise Granite Companynclude the Richmoncesidence of his brother John R. Paschadl their
business partner, Thomas Greshafihese two structures are located across the street from one
anotherin Ginter Parlon Seminary Avenum Richmond.

Residence Of John Robert Paschall Residence Of Thomas Gresham
3500 Seminary Ave 3501 Seminary Ave
Richmond VA. Richmond, VA.

The first documented business relationship
partner, Thomas Greshawas in 1905 with the Hawtree Lumber Company, lsficRichmond
Virginia, followed by the Westmoreland Lumber Compan{907.

Another example of a granite residence is the 1911 Mecklenburg C¥fingiynia, home of John
R. Paschallbuilt just across the Virginia border from Merry MouNbrth Carolinga on 1,600
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acres of land. The house can easily be seen from the northRasobiall Station Road in Warren

County This home was part of the Granite Hadirms Corporation, of whichRAiBob 6 Pas c h al
was President. This business venture would become insolvent. Thomas Greslidracquire

this property after the insolvency was finalized by the Supreme Court of Appeals of Virginia on

30 September 1929.

-

Granite Hall Farms Corporation, of
| Riehmond, Va.,, but It may CAFTY on lis
business, cultivating and dealing in
lands, ralsing stock, produce, ete, in
Neorth Carolina and other slates; au-
thorized capltal, 350,000, tha incor-
porators being J. }. Paschall, James
Mullen and Lee Paschall of Rich-

Establishment of Granite HalFarms Corporation
News and Observelg October1912

Residence Of John Robert Paschall Gate Marker, Granite Hall
Granite Hall, Mecklenburg County VA

Thomas Gresham, Shorn on 27 March 1867, in Chesterfield CouMiyginia, the son of Major
William Abner Gresham, CSA. Thomas attended school in Chesterfield and Dinwiddie Counties
until the age of thirteen. Following school he worked as a farmhand and then as a sawmill worker.
At the age of eighteen Thomas worked for thyears in the mercantile business with his dad in
Charlotte, North Carolina.

He was graduated from Richmond Collegred then for several years assistant manager of
Gresham's eating house in CharloNeyth Carolina Under the tutorage of his uncle, Clarence
Gresham Thomas learned the hospitality business. Afterwards, Thomas went to George
WashingtonLaw Schoolfrom which he graduated in 1894. Mr. Gresham however, did not enter
the law profession for later in 1894 he was in charge of the Seaboard Air Line railroad eating house
in Monroe,North Carolinaalong withJohn McKee Jamisonvho was three years older.
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The Gresham Hotel Companyas under the contr ol of dfhomasos
Norwood. Some twentfive Seaboard Air Line railroad eating houses and associated hotels
stretched across the southern states from Richmond to Savannah and as far west as Knoxville. The

| argest of these establ i s IstonethetCentral Hotat Floctrecel t he S
the Monterey at Mt. Airy, Georgia and later, theu8ern Air Line Hotel at Hamlet, North
Carolina. Cl ar enc e 6 swas aso part & thevdomparyyever | y Gr esh

St . Johnodés at Charl eston, South Car

These eating houses were generally located next to the Seaboard Air Line tracks. Trains would

stop and take on water. During their stop the passengers and crews wivald ded eatBefore

the inclusion of dining cars on passenger trains became common practice, a rail passenger's only
option for meal service in transit was to patronize one of the roadhouses located near the railroad's
watering stations.

Southern Air Line. Hotel, Front, Hamlet, North Carolina
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Southern Air Line Hotel, Back, Hamlet, North Carolina

The story of the 189partnership of Thomas Greshand Mr. John Jarson is interesting. In
many ways it would be duplicated in the early 1900s by a similar partnership of Thomas Gresham
and Lee Paschadllong with Charles Whitted

John McKee Jamisomse from a young man without capital to a highly successful business man
of only to succumb to a tragic accident. After spending the péaimly manhood iMecklenburg
county where he was born, Jaon went to Monroe, North Carolina, in 1894 with Thomas
Greshamthe recently graduad young lawyer from Charlotte.

Each, it is said, had justl® in money. They pooled their assets and opened a railroad eating house
in Monroe, North Carolina. This was successful and later they moved to Hamlet, North Carolina,
where they established the Seaboard Air Line hotel. This they operated togetheountlOls.

In the meantime, Mr. Gresham and his brother had established the Hotel Notl@®® with the

later assistance of former Seaboard Air Line Train Master Charles Whitt®d 0 and those two

eating houses had become famous throughout the Seaboard system for the quality of service and
fare. Mr. Gresham then sold out his interest in the Hamlet hotel to Misalgrwho had by then
accumulated a considerable fortune.

A few years later Mr. Jaison sold the Hamlet Hotel to Clarence Greshamid moved to
Greensboro where he acquired an interest in the Huffine Hotel. He lived there about a year and
then went to Charlotte in 1908 to established the Stonewall HtelStonewall stood right next

to the Southern Railroad Passenger Depot on West Trade Street. He then bought the Hotel Vance
in Henderson, North Carolina from Lee Paschalll Charles F. Whittesnmediately before its
opening day. Jamison was also a director of the Charlotte Commercial National Bank.

527



Richmond Memories

On 28 June 1912 at 11:45 AM, the northbound local freight train 62 crashed into an automobile at
the crossing at Newell, 8 miles west of the city, instantly kiliognMcKee JamisonThe funeral

at the Second Presbyterian church of Charlotte was attended by both Thomas Gadsham
Richmond and Clarence GreshafNorwood, North Carolina.

At the time of his death Jamison was preparing to buil@@ @00 granite home on a two acre lot

in Myers Park near the house of Edwin Beverly Gresham and the automobile party had just visited
the site. The returned through the cibgving left the park at 11:15 AM, and Mr. Jamison,
remarking that it was still some time until dinner, suggested that they take a spin. In pursuance of
this plan, he headed the car out on the Newell road where he was fatally injured.

As mentioned on the previous page, Mr. Gresham moved to NoNoréh Carolina, where he
and his twentyone year old brother, Floyd Meadow Greshimilt the Norlina Hotellocated
directly south of the&Seaboard Air Lin€Railway and the Raleig@aston Railroadracks at the
point that it formed the&Ridgeway Junction in Norlina. The land was leased from Seaboard
Railway for thirty years at five dollars per year by Gresham and John Jamison

The hotel contained thirty rooms, a huge lobby and a large dining room. The lobby contained a
beautiful marble fireplace which became its focal point. The hotel was a two story, grey framed
building with green shutters covering the bottom half of each window. The front of the building
had a large bowed porch with similar porches on the sides and rear. A neatly trimmed green hedge
bordered the front of the hotel. The hotel was considered Iguiteous for it had one bathroom
upstairs and one downstairs. Wood stoves heated the building at first, to be followed by radiators.

After construction was completed, Thomas would stay in Norlina to manage the hotel until 1910
when he was preparing for his move with tiethers, John i B b 0 P amsl tele Rdschall

to Richmond in 19121In August of 1910, the management of the Norlina Hotel was assumed by
Charles Felix Whitted.

Whitted was born 21 October 1875 in Buck Horn, North Carolina. At the age of seventeen he was

a brakeman on the Norfolk and Western, and at nineteen he became a brakeman with the Seaboard
Air Line. At the age of twenty he was promoted to Freight Conduttiowed by Baggage

Master, Passenger Conductor and then Train Master of the Second Division on 9 August 1903. He
was living in Raleigh in 1905 while working for the Seaboard Air Line.

Transitioning into the hospitality business, Whitted had joined Ghesham's eating house
management in Charlottsorth Carolina, between 1905 and 1908. In 1910 he moved to Norlina
to manage the Hotel Norlina

Il n celebration of the times, on 3 August 1910,
in honor of their niece, Miss Mollie Lewis Whitted of San Antonio, Texas. The covered piazza

on the right side of the above photograph was festooned withschad garlands of American
Beauty roses. A caterer from Norfolk furnishe:
of Shelby, North Carolina. Eli had started work at the Hotel Nodim. New Year 6s Day,
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Hotel Norlina, Norlina, North Carolina
Next To Railroad, Prior To Relocation
Green Hedge, Window Shutters and Covered Piazza Shown
The Warren Record6 July 2016Updated13 July 2016

The guests included John, dd DeAr8eoRad Cdemaheeh a | |
Paschall and Thomas Greshamast have thought highly of Charles Whitfied his assignments
to other hotels followed in swift succession.

Hotel Norlina(original) Norlina, NC 1910
Hotel Vance Henderson, NC 1911
Proctor Hotel Greenville NC 1913
Claremont Hotel Sumter, SC 19131920
Hotel William Byrd Richmond, VA 1925
R. E. LeeHotel Lexington, VA 192x1930
Hotel Norlina(rebuilt) Norlina, NC July, 1930

The Hotel Norlinavas built in 1900 by Thomas and Floyd Gresham prior to the formation of Wise
Granite Compangf Wise, North Carolina.

The Hotel Vancevas constructed in 1910 to 1911 at a cost of $ 40,000 by Wise Granite Company
of Wi s e, North Carolina. Aut hori zed <capital
Paschalland Charles F. WhittedOn 22 September 1910 it was announced that C. F. Whitted
would be the hotel manager upon its opening. The Hotel Vance was, however, sold on 21 March
1911toJohnJamissmh o assumed the manager6s position
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Lee Paschalls Wi s e Gr ani t@mpanyduilt e $185,000LClaremannHotel
1912 and Whitted and Thomas Greshaere majority owners.

LeePaschalls Wi se Gr ani tGmpmalsoblilbthesstl,500,80Hote William
Byrd in 1924 to 1925 and Thomas Greshams the President of the Hotel RichmdRdalty
Company (holding company).

Wise Granite and Constructid®dompanythen built the $ 250,000 R. E. Lee Hotel in 1926 and
Paschall was made a member of the hotel ds boar

Richmond, Virginia
Fireproof Hotels

HOTEL
RICHMOND

Opposite Capitol Bquare
A. A, (Billy) Williams,
Resident Manager

HOTEL
WILLIAM BYRD

Opposite Broad Street Station,
Garage in Connection
Capt. C. F. Whitted,

Resident Manager

Operated by ‘ =
-RICHMCND HOTELS e
(Incorporated) ' ";'Lﬂi.m"

W. E. HOCKETT, M
Managing Director =

Hotel William Byrd, News and Observer, Raleigh, North Carolina
30 October1925

Charles F. Whittegurchased the Hotel Norlingpon the expiration of its land lease I3\ August

1929 and its subsequent sale at auctide then had the hotel dismantled and then reconstructed
with a brick exterior at its present location at the corner of US Hwy 1 and North Carolina Hwy
156. This new hotel opened 6duly 1930 with Mr. and Mrs. Whitted as owners and managers.
Charles would die at home in Norlina on 16 February 1933. Mrs. Whitted would continue with
the management of the hotdlhis building is still stanithg but isnot currently occupied
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Hotel Norlina, Norlina, NC
(After Its Dismantling and Relocation in 1930 to the corner of US Hwy 1 and NC 156)

B acain)

Hotel Norlina, Norlina, NC
(Recent Photograph at the corner of US Hwy 1 and NC 156)
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Thomas GreshamSr., 1923 Lelia Gluyas Gresham

-7 ?759»«:’%,.)

Signature Thomas Greshansr.

The sawmill, construction arftbtel management experience of Thomas GresBanwould play

a role in his successful business relationship with Lee Pasthéfliise Granite and Construction
Companyand RichmondHotels, Inc. Since he came from a respected Civil War era Virginia
family with roots in Richmond, all of which were important for business success, the decision to
move the construction company to Richmond rather than Raleigh is understandable.

Thomasod wi f e, watfeomiMeackldaburg GoumtiyoersCarolina The Greshanm
oldest son, Clarence, was born 9 October 1895, in Monroe, North Carolina, and was killed in 1910

at Norling North Carolina,in a railroad accident at the age of fourteen. The youngest son, Thomas
Haskins Gresham, Jr., was born on 30 June 1897 while Thomas and Lelia were in Chester, South
Carolina.

Thomas Gresham, Sdied at the Capitol Hotéh Richmond, on 14 January 1945. Lelia Gresham
his wife, died in Charlotte, North Carolilmé 22 October 1960. Their son, Thomas H. Gresham
Jr., was associated with Wise Granite and Construgtitre early days and was later in the hotel
business in Richmond.
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Thomas GreshamsSr.
Saint Marks Episcopal Church Cemetery
Huntersville, North Carolina

Thomas H. Greshandr., died at 4:00 AMN 17 September 19%% his home at 1810 Park Avenue

in Richmond, Virginia following a fall down the stairs five minutes earlier. He was President of

Capitol Hotels, Inc The Capitol Hotelbuilt in 1910, was located at 720 E. Grace, across the street

from the Wise Contracting Company, located inRaschall Building at 719 E. Grace Stre€he
CapitolHotebb ui | di ng was f or mer | yomplexrt of the Murphy

Thomas H. Greshamdr
Hollywood Cemetery
Richmond, Virginia
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i T/ﬁl HOTEL

Mf:lLII.HN
IREPROOF
| Hlxlrnmwc
||.‘..-,_ CENTRA

By & GRACE STREETS, RICHMOMND, VA,

The Capitol Hotel
Across From Wise Contracting Company

The accidental death of Thomas H. Gresliallowed the accidental death of his brother Clarence

which occurred some 45 years earlier. Of additional interest is that Thomas Gieshand s wi f e
was Courtenay NortorMarshall a descendant @hief Justice John Marshalhd a resident of

Richmond. She was the same age as Lee Paschalld aught er Anna Lee and t
theCollegiate SchodFor Girls together. Undoubtedly, Courtenay met her future husband through

her friendship with Anna Lee.

Focusing back to the early years of Wise Granite, business must have been good. In October of
1912 itwas reported inth8r ani t e Cu ttthearts 6f bJuossurnneasls conti nues
AMr. Paschall gave us the raise we asked foro.
Sr.,and John R. Paschalhd their families travelled together to Europe.

In 1912, Lee Paschakorganized the company as a Virginia Corporation named the Wise Granite
and ConstructionCompany Thomas Gresham, Srwas President of Wise Granite and
Construction Compangnd Lee Paschallas Vice President and Treasurer. Walter Parry Wright
Sr.was Secretary and would continue as such until his death in 1941.
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The Company was first located at the American National Bank Building, 1001 East Main, Room
921 and then Room 1005 in RichmonBuring this time period Lee Paschlaled at 2228 Park
Avenue in Richmond. This was a very modest house as compared to the Seminary Avenue homes
of his business partners.

First Richmond Office

Wise Granite and Constructio@ompany
American National Bank Building
Richmond, Virginia

By 1919 Gresham had moved from his Seminary Avelnome to his new home at 2330
Monument Avenuelohn R. Paschafiad used the proceeds of the sale of his interest in the Wise
Granite and ConstructicBompanyto move on to other endeavors.

John R. PaschalWas then partnered with Thomas Gresham, Sr., in the ownership of Hamilton
Ridge LumberCorporation of Richmond. John was Treasurer of Hamilton Ridge and Thomas
Greshanwas President.

The Hamilton Ridge Lumbe€orporation was a Virginia corporation operating a sawmill and
lumber plant in South Carolina. This company provided employment for DeArcie Paul Coleman
(1891- 1976) at its EstillSouth Carolingfacility during the 19161917 period.lt was adjudicated

a bankrupt in the District Court of the United States for the Eastern District of VirginlaJuore

1923.

I n addition, John R. ABobo Paschall wa®f Presid
Richmond; was a Director along with Thomas Gresh&m, at Fidelity Loan and Savings
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Companyof Richmond, was a Director of Union Securities and Reality CorporatiBichmond,
of which Thomas Gresham was President; was associated with-Bittdge Lumber Company
of Savannah, Georgia, and was a DioRichrhood of t h

The Wingo, Ellett & Crump Shoe Compargf 1308 Main Streetwas a jobbing house originally
established as a partnership in 1870, and charteredapaation in 1891, with $50,000 capital
stock.

John Paschall 6s association with Gr &@mmhsam beg
Corporation default ot May 1920, on bonds owned by the Virginia Trust Compa@yesham

purchased the Granite HdHarms Corporation properties and was a witness in a suit by the

Virginia Trust Company against John R. Pasch@his corporation had been formed in October

of 1912 to cultivate lands, raise stock and produce in Virginia and other states.

A further decline in the Greshandohn Paschall business relationship occurred three years after
the Granite HalFarms Corporation default. Hamilton Ridge Lum8erporation was determined

to be bankrupt in the District Court of the United States for the Eastern District of Virgidia on
Junel923.

Then in 1927 JR. Paschall was charged with embezzlement of bonds in the amd2,600

related to his purchase of 60,000 acres of land in Georgia by the Camden Land and Cattle
Company. The juryobés guilty verdict was set asi
Former Virginia Bar Association President Edward P. Bufordessgnted Paschall. The trial was

front page news in Richmond.

A precursor to these financial problems foiR].Paschall was the 1919 sale at auctbrthe
Paschall farmland at Paschall Station which was in Merry Modritis land was part of the
original R.H. M. Paschalkstate.

Based on the farmland description, it is believed that this land was acquired, mostly intact, by
Wallace Paschall Wallace Paschall would be listed in the 1920 Census as living on tH&t.Old
Tammany Road. This road is known today as the Paschall Station Road.

SALE OF REAL ESTATE
AT AUCTION

SPLENDID SMALL FARMS, PASCHALL FARM, LOCATED P HAL TLON,
10 MILES FROM WA RRI L ‘\‘I"\ N. €

Tue<day, january ZB‘th .
AT 1030 A M. Auction of Paschall Farmland
Description of the Property to Be Offered Richmond Ti me@lspatCh

did =

24 January 1919

bﬂAtlantic Coast Realty Cr

“THE NAME THAT JUSTIFIES YOUR CONFIDENCE."
OFFICES: GREENVILLE, NORTH CAROLINA, AND PETERSEURG, VIRGINIA,
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John Paschall was no longer living in Richmand. 921 having moved back to Warren County
North Carolina He continued in the real estate and timber business when he returned to Warren
County.

In addition, he operated a store in Wise, the.Paschall Companwt which H. Evans Coleman
wor ked Hi s wife operabdbedotheedCanot heaUT8urHis
of Wise, North Carolina.

JohnR. Paschall died on 7 February 1956 in Warrentorth Carolina from injuries suffered
when he was struck by an automobile, fracturing his pelvis, seven weeks prior to his death.

JR. Paschall 6s
Carolina Tourist Home U.S. Hwy 1
South Of Wise, NC
Exterior

Carolina Tourist Home U.S. Hwy 1
South Of Wise, NC
Interior of Front Parlor

The period during which the United States was active in World War | found the Wise Granite and
ConstructionCompanyactively involved in Construction work for the Navy.

Most notable was the cantonmetnstruction for the Navy at the olthmestowrExposition

| ocati on at FoosvinggHislordgisal @3sagnnment the Company worked between 1917
to 1919 constructing facilities in the Norfolk area. They weleased in 1919 for negovernment
projects.
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WANTED

One Hundred (100)
plumbers and fitters for
work at the Naval Oper-
ating Base. Wages
geventy-two and a half
cents ($.7214) an hLour.
Street car fare will be al-
lowed to and fro between
Norfolk and Naval Base.

WISE GRANITE & CON-
STRUCTION CO,,

Naval Operating Base, f
Norfolk, Va.

Employment Advertisement
Raleigh News and Observet/ May 1918

Wise Granite & Construction Co., Inc.
BUILDING CONSTRUCTION

918-921 American National Bank Building.
Richmond, Virginia.

We Beg to Announce to the Public

That our organization and equipment which has been on work for the United
States Government for the past two years, has been released, and we wre
now prepared to make contracts for the erection of buildings of all classes.

We also wish to announce that MR, MARCELLUS E. WRIGHT, Archi-
teet of this city, is associuted with us, and has charge of our Designing and
Engineering Department.

Wise Granite & Construction Co., Inc.
THOMAS GRESHAM, - - - - President
LEE PASCHALL, - - - . - - Viece-President
WALTER P. WRIGHT, - - - - Secretary-Treasurer

Marcellus E. Wright Announcement
Richmond TimeDispatch 15 January 1919

The period of the 1920s and 1930s brought many opportunities for noted architect M&cellus

Wright, Sr., and Wise Granite and ConstructiGompanyto work together transforming the
Virginia skyline. Wright began his own firm, Wright and Hoffman, in 1912 after completing his
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education at the University of Pennsylvanitwasannounced on 15 January 1919 that Marcellus
Wr i ght become associated with the firm and
Department 0.

RichmondHotels,Inc., would commission MrWright to design théHotel William Byrd in 1925,
the Hotel John Marshallin 1929. These two hotels were also built by Wise Granite and
ConstructionCompany

MarcelluskE. Wright, Sr., wasalso responsibldor the designof a number of other significant
Richmondbuildings which were built by the Wise Granite and Construcfiompanyincluding
the Johnston WillisSanitarium the ACCA TempleMosque at MonroePark a residence for Lee
Paschallat 2716 Monument Avenuand the Westmoreland Cluienovation. In addition, he
designed the ChamberManderbilt Hotelwhich opened in 1928 at Old Point Comfort.

Lee. Paschall was a member of the Westmoreland, @loich was conveniently located a block
up Grace Stredtom the Wise office. The club, named after the home county of Robert E. Lee
was formed in the 1880s at the LyeBtanard house at 601 East Grace Street.

Westmoreland Clup192Q 601 East Grace StreetRichmond, Virginia

The Westmoreland Clubvas established in 1877 by a group of gentlemen in search of a convivial
place to share reminiscences of their Civil War service. First located in the Norman Stewart house
at 707 East Franklin Streen 1879 the Club moved to the Greek Reviwabns Stanardnansion

at Sixth and Grace.

Here it remained until 1937, when the Depression and the deaths of mamgriongembers led
to an attrition that no longer supported the Club's facilities. Througrrangement with the
Commonwealth Clulffounded in 1889), interested Westmoreland @hdmbers were allowed to
transfer their membership with a waived initiation fee.

The Westmoreland Club's valuable art collection poftraits of renowned Virginians and
Confederate heroaesas loaned indefinitely to the Commonwealth Cluthere it still remains.
This collection was originally acquired ky club committee headed by sculptor and historian
Edward V. Valentine
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In 1934 Wise Granite and Constructi@Gompanyrelocated to 12. 8" Street, Room 202. This
building, fronting on East Grace Straeds built by Wise in 1925 for their future office building.
This was a corner building, which was built next to three story Victorian style homes common to
East Grace Street in the 1920s.

At that time of this relocation Wise Contracting Comp#mgk over from and supplanted Wise

Granite and Constructiddompany Lee Paschalas t he new companyoés Mana
and Construction Company, continued for a few years also aN18? Street, Room 202 in

Richmond

Later in 1937 Lee was named President aniWANoblewas Vice President. A.M. Barlow was
Secretary of the Company. They continued to be located &.182Street, Room 202. Al Nobles
was a trusted manager who Lee brought into Wise Contracting CorfipanirichmondHotels,
Inc.

They continued at this address until they moved in 1947 around the corner in the same building to
719 E. Grace StreefTheir new address was in the same building that was built in 1925 by Wise
Granite and Constructidior Lee Paschall

Now they had grown large enough to occupy the entire building utilizing the more prestigious
Grace Streee nt r anc e. Wa | lamdwthes res@aordints bad pr&iously ysex the 719
E. Grace Street storefront since June, 1930.

During World War Il Wise Contracting Compamgas one of the three principle contractors which

built the Pentagoim Washington, DC. It was estimated by Lee Pasaha@l1951 interview with

the Commonwealth Magazitehat t he company was #dinvolved w
constructiono since the beginning of the war.

During the war year$Vise Contracting Companformed strategic alliances witboyle and
Russell Inc of Richmond and with Virginia Engineering Company of Newport News, Virginia.

Hobert Elliott Doyle a civil engineer fronVirginia Military Institute andJohn Walden Russell
joined together in 1925 to form their new company. The Doyle and Russell contracting company's
first major project was the Central National Bank building, at twenty stories often considered
Richmond's first skyscraper. Completed in JA®30, the art deco building also housed the offices

of Doyle andRussell, IncThat same year the firm joined the lathgjayed project to construct the
Virginia War Memorial CarillonDoyle and Russell completed tBeorgian Revival style tower,
located in Richmond's Byrd Park, in SeptemféB2.

Lloyd Noland,Sr., of Newport New$ormed NolandClifford Company in 1915 and changed its
name toVirginia Engineering Company 1924. He hadmoved to Newport News, VA in 1904

at age 19 to work as a plumber at the Newport News Shipbuilding and Drydock company. At age
26, he left an engineering job in Newport News to $tatandClifford Companywith a partner,

T. B. Clifford, and acapital investment of $0,000.
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Seeing a need for a wholesale distributor, Noland then opened Newport Plumbing & Mill Supply
Co. in 1919. In 1922, this became the Noland Company. By the time of his death in 1952, Casey
Noland had built a company with 25 locations. Mr. Nolan became etaliref the Chamberlin
Hotelon the grounds of Fort Monroe in Hampton in Jur8®7.

In February1934, he was elected president and chairman of the board of directors of the Virginia
State Chamber of Commerce. By then, he also was president of GMaemse-Jefferson Bank

and Schmelz Liquidating Corporation. He was vice president of Old Dominiott Campany,

Hotel Warwick Corporation, Newport News Theatre Corporation, and Southern Wholesalers
Association.

He was also chairman of the boards of the Virginia Engineering Company, Richmond Hotels
Corporation, and Tidewater Construction Company, and a director of the Central National Bank
of Richmond

He served a€hairman of the Board until his death in 1952, after which Lloyd NolarasSumed

those responsibilities. Both father and son served as Chairman of both the Board of the Virginia
Engineering Company and RichmoHatels, Inc. Lee PaschallPresident of Wise Contracting
Company also served as President of Richmeétudels, Inc.

Joint projects during the war withoyle and Russell Indncluded the $ 65 million Pentagon
Building in Washington, D.C.; the $ 17 million General, Holding and Reconsignment depots near
Richmond; the $ 12.6 million Camp Lee Replacement Center, the $ 17 million Newport News
Staging Area; and the $ 1.6 million Portsmouth Housing Project.

Joint projects during the war witfirginia Engineering. included the $ 27 million under contract
Noy-4168 for ammunition facilities; warehouses; cold storage plant; piers; barracks; naval mine

warfare school ; a theater; of ficersd quarter:

Cookbds Terrace.

On 22 April1943the AimNany fAEO fl ag for Aoutstanding perf

was awarded to Wise Contracting CompangVirginia Engineering.
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DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY
OFFICE OF THE UNBER SECNITARY
WARMINATOMN

April 23, 1943

pear Mr. Paschall and Mr. Himman:

Mhttummmlmw.ﬁhqm

ted, &

mmwmpiumcmwuumn
thohnlﬂnm,!m.m,mwt
NOy-4375, the Arwy-Navy Production Award for outstanding
wummuu.

ml-miurrtuuthumrlﬁthdhmm
Army-Navy *E® flag at your fiald hesdquarters at Yorktown.
rtmmumwnmuumﬂntw
mrth'rhwlﬂnhnuudﬂmdtbdulewmw
of each workman to the provisisn of facilities essential
to the winoning of the war.

It is confidently axpected that your continued per-
formance of ths ccostruction work on these facilities will be
outstanding as to justify the contimuation of this award

months hence or until the work under the coatract ls com-

Since,ely youre,

Army-Navy AEO Award Letter, 22 April

Lee PaschallL), Navy, and Virginia Engineering Officials With ArmyNavy A EO FI ag
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WISE CONTRACTING COMPANY, INC.

L

rl

Commercial — Industrial — Institutional

719 EAST GRACE STREET RICHMOND, VIRGINIA PHONE MILTON 4-3015

An Organization of 56 Years’ Background Equipped to Handle Every Type of Construction

Lee Paschalb s \WWongraeting Company
Virginia Record, Richmond, Virginia, May, 1960

o

Virginia Engineering Co., Inc.
GENERAL CONTRACTORS
Newport News, Virginia

Building % Heavy %  Highway %  Utilities

A Dependable Name In Construction ®  Nationally Since 1915

LloydU.Nolands Vi rginia Engineering Compan
Virginia Record, Richmond, Virginia, May, 1960

The Paschall Building, 1930, Wal bruos
Wise Contracting Co. Would Mov$paceini9%7 The OI d
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The 122 N. & Street Entrance Of Wise Granite And Construction Company
Is Shown Above Arrow, Behind The Street Lamp. This Entire Building Was Owned
By Lee PaschalAnd Was Known As The Paschall Building
View Shown IsToward The South Down The Hill On North®8Street From Grace $¢et
This Building Has Been Demolished And Replaced By An Expansion Of The Bell Telephone
Company Building. The Narrow Building, 118 North8Street, South Of The Paschall
Building, Still Stands Today.

After the war years the companyds net revenue
Paschall in a 1954 interview with William Bien of Richménd Ti me Di spatch.

Following the war James MColeman, Jr., a great nephew of Lee Pascjoatied the firm. James
had been a Resident Engineer at the Radiwdihance Workand Camp Pickettising to the rank
of Lieutenant Colonel in five years with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

This young, thirty year old Lieutenant Colonel of Engineers with two engineering degrees from
North Carolina State Collegd Agriculture and Engineering of the University of North Carolina,

a Professional Engineer License, and contacts throughout the state was to help with the expected
post war building boom, and after a suitable period, was likely to be made an offiter of t
company.

The firm also recruited purchasing agent Ray Wallace, Sr., who had worked with James at the
RadfordOrdnance Workand was a trusted associate. Jim Coleman had the first office to the left
beyond the reception area, drdy Wallace, Sr., was located at the first desk to the right beyond
the reception area.

Since Ray Wallace, Sr., was located at the first desk, he was occasionally asked by Lee Paschall
as to the timehatvariousemployes arrivedat the office. James Coleman would avoid detection
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by arriving on time but would then immediately leave for the barbershdp a®BBroad Street
for a shave and a facial. He would then return to work fully awake and alert.

(L to R) Ray Wallace, Sr., and James M. Coleman, Jr., Approximately 1953
At Leon and Eddie'dn New York City

Walter Parry Wright) r . , son of the companyd6s | ong ti me
mark as an Estimator with Wise. One company observer related that as a bid deadline approached
and the pressure to produce an accurate cost estimate increased, Parry would dsagppear f

days, then reappear, somewhat worse for wear, but ready to finish the estimate.

The same observer also related that in the afternoons James M. Coleman, Jr., would retire to the
Downtown Clubto socialize and conduct informal business. This private club was located in the
basement of the nearby Hotel Ruegehnich would become the Hotel Raleighl1952.

Hotel
RUEGER

 RICHMOND
VIRGINIA

Hotel Rueger And The Downtown ClupRichmond VA

The club was popular with Richmorisiness leaders due to its ability to serve liquor and its
proximity to downtown Richmond and the State Capitol building, just across the street.
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The uncle of Mary Barrow Colemgri9182003 ), Judge Beverly Hunter Barrg®898i 1970)
was also a member of this club and utilized it when he made trips into RiclimonBinwiddie
County.

Barrow family friend, George Erick BelMD of Wilson North Carolinga who delivered James
Michael PaschalColeman]ll (1946 - ), and who was present at the marriage of Mary Barrow and
James Coleman ( 1912003 ) was also a visitor to the club.

Conducting business over drinks at the Downtown @¥als tolerated but not approved by the
conservative Lee PaschalWhile such was common in Officer Clubs during World War 11, this
practice in civilianpostWorld War I, Richmondwas frowned upon by Mr. Paschall.

Among the Companyds notable projects were
Municipal and Governmental Buildings and Schools

Anderson College Building&nderson, South Carolina.

Bettie Davis Wood Hall, University of Richmond, Richmond.
Boiler Plant, Naval Base, Norfolk, Virginia.

Camp Lee Quartermaster School, Petersburg, Virginia
Camp Lee Replacement Center, Petersburg, Virginia

City Auditorium, Savannah, Georgia.

Courthouse and Jail, Charleston, West Virginia.

Federal Office Building, N. Eighth Street, Richmond.
Glenwood Grade School, Charleston, West Virginia.

Guard Barracks, Lambert's Point, Norfolk, Virginia.

Harwood Mill Water Development, Newport News, Virginia.
John B Cary Elementary School, 3021 Maplewood Avenue, Richmond.
Labor Camp, Portsmouth, Virginia.

Mine Storage Building, Pensacola, Florida.

Newport News Military Staging Area, Newport News, Virginia
Richard E. Byrd Flying Field Terminal Building, Richmond.
Springfield School, 608 North 26th Street, Richmond.

The Blues (First Virginia Regiment) Armory, Seventh Street, Richmond.
The PentagornWashington, District of Columbia.

Torpedo Storage Houses and MagaziRessacola, Florida.
Training Camp, Naval Operating Base, Norfolk, Virginia.

A A2 -0_9_9_9_9_42_292_2_9_-2_-2_2_-29_-2_-2°_-2_-2._-2-
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Apartments

1 Chastleton Apartments, Washington, District of Columbia.

Chastleton Apartments, 2020

1 Portsmouth Housing Project, Portsmouth, Virginia.
1 Prestwould Apartments, 612 W. Franklin Stré&thmond.

Prestwould Apartments, 2020

1 William Byrd Terrace Apartments, Ashland and EIm Str&thmond
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Churches

1 Lutheran Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina.
1 SharonaWise Baptist Church, Wise, North Carolina.

Hotels

George WashingtoHotel, Winchester, Virginia.

Hicks Hote| Savannah, Georgia.

Hotel ClaremontSumter, South Carolina

Hotel William Byrd, 2501 W. Broad StregRichmond.

John MarshalHotel, Corner Fifth and Franklin Streets, Richmond.
Malbourne HotelDurham, North Carolina.

Murphy HotelAlterations, Richmond.

Robert E. LedHotel, Lexington, Virginia.

The Chamberlirvanderbilt Hote] Old Point Comfort, Virginia.
Vance Hotel Henderson, North Carolina.

=4 =2 -0_9_4_9_95_42_2._-2-

Hospitals and Medical Buildings

Columbia Medical Building, Washington, District of Columbia.

Doctords Hospital, Washington, District of
Johnston Willis Sanitariup2900 Kensington Avenue, Richmond.

M.C.V. Clinic Building, Richmond.

Medical Arts Building, Baltimore, Maryland.

Medical Arts Building, Norfolk, Virginia.

Medical Arts Building, Scranton, Pennsylvania.

Medical Arts Building, Wilmington, Delaware.

Riverside Hospital, Newport News, Virginia.

St. Elizabethds HosRichmoad., 617 W. Grace Stre
Washington Medical Building, Washington, District of Columbia.

=4 =2 =0_-0_9_9_95_°5_2°_-2°._-2-

Private Residences

Granite Hall, Bracey, Mecklenburg County, Virginia.
James MP. Coleman, Jr., 13 Westhdmarkway, Richmond.
John R. PaschalB500 Seminary Avenue, Richmond.

Lee Paschalk716 Monument Avenue, Richmond.
Thomas Greshan8501 Seminary Avenue, Richmond.
Samuel L Patterson House, Roanoke Rapids

= =4 =4 -4 -8 -9
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Private Organizations

1 ACCA Temple The Mosque, NW Corner Main & Laurel Street, Richmond.
1 Westmoreland Clufrenovation), 601 E. Grace StreRichmond.

Businesses and Factories

American Building, 400 401 E. Grace StreeRichmond.

Curles' Neck Dairy Building, Adams and Marshall Streets, Richmond.
Export LeafTobacco Company, Winste®alem, North Carolina.

F. W. Graves & Company, Williamston, North Carolina.

Factory for American Tobacco Compard600- 2618 E. Cary StreeRichmond.
Factory for LarudBrothers, 2114 2116- 2118 W. Cary StregRichmond.
Factory for Southern Biscuit Works, 930 North Mulberry Street, Richmond.
Factory for Standard Paper Mfg. Company, E. End Decatur Street, Richmond.
Farmville DevelopmenCompany, Farmville, North Carolina.

Imperial Tobacco Company. Oxford, North Carolina.

Methodist Episcopal Publishing Company, 419 E. Grace Stedimond.
Peck Manufacturing Cotton Mills, Warrenton, North Carolina.

Reynolds Metals Building, W. Broad StreBichmond.

Sears Roebuck & Company, W. Broad Str&thmond.

Smith Storage Warehouse, Washington, District of Columbia.

Wise Granite and Constructi@ompany 719 E. Grace StredRichmond.
WRVA 300 Foot Wooden Transmitting Tower, Richmond.

=4 =2 =4-0_5_9_9_95_40_-2_-29_2_-2_-2_-2._-2°._-2-

While not mentioned in the above list, Wise Contracting Compaas/ heavily involved in the
construction of the Warrenton Training Centdnich was established dnJunel951, in Fauquier
County, Virginia. This facility of underground bunkers was built to support continuity of
government in the event of a nuclear attack\Gashington, D.C.

In addition, this facility was utilized by U.S. government agencies as a communications facility
and a communications training school. The United States Army msieggeenter.

Former Lieutenant Colonel James Coleman of Wise Contracting Cortrpagifed frequently to

this army controlled facility while it was being constructed during period after World War Il. Also
involved was Ray Wallace, Sr., who had worked with James at the Radfdnéince Works

during the war. Ray Wallace, Jr., as a young boy, accompanied his father on one of these trips
and vividly recalls the heavily armed U.S. Army security personnel at the facility.

This facility is still in use Many aspects of its current use are secret.
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Lee PaschalWith The Staff Of Wise Contracting Compamynd RichmondHotels Inc. At
The Hotel John MarshallDining Room, Circa 1955
Right Row (Left To Right): Ray Wallace, Sr. (Purchasing Agent), Anne Barlowe Gray
(SecretaryTreasurer), Dell Brown, Unknown, Lee PaschdPresident)
Left Row (Left To Right):Clara D. Hitchens Unknown, Unknown, Phyllis Wright (Sister Of
W. Parry Wright Jr-Estimator)

Subsequentto Lee Pascldgaf deat h in 1958 a meeting of the C
February of 1959 to appoint the new Presideldmes Coleman and Walter Parry Wrighhétd

minority positions as company Vice Presidentsdith Paschalheld the majority of shares.

Norvon S. Clarkof Tennessee was elected President of the company. Prior to his appointment,

Mr. Clark headed the New York office of the H. K. Ferguson Company of Cleveland, Ohio.

Edith Paschall later leased the Paschall Buildgingl9 E. Gracét.to a loan company and then
sold the building. The Wise Contracting Compaffjce location was changed to 2007 Brook
Roadin Richmond

In November of 1964 Norvo@lark moved to New York to assume the role of Assistant to the
Vice President of Industrial Development for the Southern Railways System.

In 1965 John Paschall Bellee Paschalls gr andson, was made -a Vi ce
establish the Paschall name at the company.

By 1969 the company presidency had been passed to Eugene C.&lmithtime employee of
Wise Contracting CompanyWV. Parry Wrightlr. was Vice President along with©C.. Young By
1975 Buford A. Woodad taken over the company presidency.

With net revenue declining due to increased competition from youngemanel aggressive

contractors, Wise was absorbed into J. Kennon P@omstruction Company of RichmonéPrior
to 1980 J. Kennon Perrin was named President.
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Wise Contracting Company
2007 Brook RoadRichmond Virginia
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Richmond Hotels Inc. and Their Properties

In addition to his involvement with Wise Granite and Construcfiompany Lee Paschafbrmed
a company in 1920, Hot&ichmondRealty Corporation,which was superseded IRichmond
Hotels.Incorporated, to purchase and operate hotel properties in Richmond.

This diversification would allow for the investment of excess funds generated by the construction
company and would also utilize the previous experience of business partner Thomas Gresham
who had managed the Hotel NorlimaWarren CountyThomas Gresham was President, and Lee
Paschallvas Vice President.

Lee Paschalvas named President of Richmond Hotels, im@¢934 and Lloyd U. Nolan8r. was
namedChairman of the Board.

Noland was President of Noland Compaaylarge plumbing supplgompany which furnished

materials for many of Wise Contracting Comparyy pr oj ect s. He was al so
of the Virginia Engineering CompanyHe acquired controlling interest of Richmond Hotels Inc.

during the American Bank and Trust liquidation of 1933.

At this time RichmondHotels Inc. owned and operated thetel William Byrd, Hotel Richmond
Hotel King Carterand the Hotel John Marshah Richmond and the Chamberlin Hotl Old
Point Comfort,Virginia.

Lee Paschalh his 1954 interview with William Bien of Richmoadds Ti me Di spat ch, r
Richmond Hotels Inchad 1,200 employees, housed 500,000 persons per year and processed
600,000 pieces of | aundry every month. The ¢

rooms after the 1955 expansion of the Hotel John Marshall

(L to R) Clara Denton Hitchens, Secretary, Lee PaschalRichmond Hotels, Inc.
Richmond Timedlispatch, 11 November 1956
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Lee Paschalinaintained two offices, one at Wise Contracting Compaitty Anne Barlow Gray
as secretary and the other in the Hotel Richmatr@' and Grace Streets with Clara D. Hitchens
as secretary.

Following Lee Paschdlls d e a ttdvensod anahana 3941 graduate of Duke University
wasappointed president of Richmohtbtels, Inc.on 20 October 1959. Following his graduation

from Duke, Mr. Lanahan attended the Harvard Business School and then became associated with
Booz, Allen and Hamilton, a nationally known management consultant firm. This firm had just
completed an one yeauwusly reorganizing the staffs of the individual hotels and the central office
plus projects for Noland Company.

John S. Lanahan

Upon his appointment, Mr. Lanahan announced a program of facility modernization that included
the addition of air conditioning to the John Marsladtl a redecorating of the Hotel Richmond
lobby.

Mr. Lanahan left Richmond Hotels, Inn.1969 to join Flagler Systems Inc., a hotel chain whose
flagship was the Breakers in Palm Beach.

As the focus of Richmonthoved westward into the suburbs, and the travelling public became
enamored with more modern motor hotels such as the Executive MotoytHetelocated at 5215

W. Broad Streetthe glory days of Richmond Hotels Ingould soon wane. All ofheir hotels

were to close. They would later to be refurbished for use as office buildings or condominiums.
Their basic structures, most constructed by Wise Contracting Comparg deemed worthy of
reuse.

Perhaps it was the best of times in 1958 for Lee Padchpiiss to a better life, at the top of his

game in both the construction and hotel business in Richmidisddeath was a loss to Richmond,
and especially to the Coleman family members who were close to him.

The Chamberlin-Vanderbilt Hotel (1928)

Following the fire of 7 March 1920 which destroyed the previous structure, the Old Point Comfort
Hotel Corporation entered into agreement with Wise Granite Construction Company to construct
the replacement hotel. The Old Point Comfort Hotel Corporation beseh chartered on 28
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February1924. Frank DarlingPresident of the Bank of Hampton) was president, John Kimberly
(former owner of the Sherwood Inn) vipeesident, and Harry Ho{V/ice President of the Bank
of Hampta) was secretary and treasurer.

As per the agreement @fJuly 1927, the project was to be completed with furnishings and in a
state ready to operate thyMay 1928 at a cost of $,500,000 (Elizabeth City County Deed Book
80:329.

The hotel was financed through the Maryland Trust Company on an equitable basis. A large
portion of the common stock (#0,000), was obtained by Wise Granite Construction Company
and Marcellus Wright Sr. to equal the costs they incurred and their share of the profits.

During the 1920s, men often formed "development groups"” that assembled to raise money by
selling and issuing bonds for building hotels and office buildings. Wright, as part of such a group,
became involved with the designing of the hotel. He participateddompetition with 10 other
experienced Virginia architects. The landscaping was designed by Charles E. @iRettemond

with the idea of keeping a colonial atmosphere, as well as in keeping with the stateliness of Fort
Monroeand the hotel structure itself [The Daily Pre&april 1928}

Construction of the 294 room Chamberlin Hotegan in 1927 and was completed on 7 April
1928 by the Wise Granite and Constructi@empany

Chamberlin HotelLobby
(Notice Diamond Pattern Marble Floor Common in Marcellus Wright Designs)
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The ChamberlirfVanderbilt Hotelopened under the management of Luke Gleriitve Daily

Press8 April 1928]and the Gd Point Vanderbilt CorporatiorkJizabeth City County Deed Book

83:176]. The Vanderbilt Corporation had hotels in Puerto Rico, Augusta, Georgia, and New York

City. The completed cost was1$500,000 as was specified in thduly 1927 agreement. Eh
Vanderbilt family, through its hotel company,
constructionandthust he name Vanderbilt was added to the

Hopes for the success of the Chambevianderbilt Hotel ran high. There were obstacles to
overcome but there was also the possibility that it would capterfathe of itgredecessor. These

hopes were harmed greatly by the panic on Wall Stre29 October1929.With the onset of the

Depression th€hamberlinVanderbilt Hotep as sed t hr ough sever al owner
name changed to the Chamberlin Haetdl t er Vander bi |l tds family inte

In 1942, the Navy Department acquired the Chamberlin freogyd_Noland Srto house officers

and their families. The two decorative cupolas were taken down at this time to prevent enemy
pilots from using them as sights to bomb the fort. They were replaced bsirardift batteries

The price to stay at the "U.S. Hotel Chamberlin for commissioned officers only" a@% $er

day. The daily rate as a civilian hotel had be@&n(®.

After the war a return of the hotel was sought by Sendtwyd_Noland, Sr., the former bond
holder and majority stock holder. The hotel eventually was soltl hrly 1947 to Noland who
paid

$531,000 Elizabeth City ©@unty Deed BooK 45:466] The sale back was made under the terms
of the lease of 1926, giving the commanding general certain inspection rights.

Noland, in addition to being a senator, was also chairman of the board of directors of the Richmond
Hotels Inc. The hotel was sold for an undisclosed amount by Noland and his wife to Richmo
Hotels on31 Decemben 947 [Elizabeth City County Deed Book, 151:324]

The hotel could be reached via railroad by either the C&O or Pennsylvania line. The Norfolk and
Washington Steamer traveled to and from Washington, and the Old Bay and Chesapeake Steamers
traveled to and from Baltimore. The Old Dominion Line, which hacang®ing paddle ships
traveling from New York to Richmond, alstopped at Old Point Comfdithe Daily Press10

October 1965].

In 1958, the lowest price for a room wa$.$0 per day The hotel was open year round. The
manager was John T. Brindlegsho remained until 1961 [The Daily Pré33unel961] During

the early 1970s, the hotel was used as a college dormitory. Students from Hampton University
occupied a portion of the building due to the lack of housing space on their campus.

By 1975, the hotel's capacity was down fron® 30oms to 141 rooms. The Timekerald @2
March1975), remarked that the Chamberlin was one of three big hotels left in Virginia, in addition
to The Homestead and Hotel Roanoke.

The hotel wapurchased by Vernon E. Stuémam Richmond Hotels Co. chMarch1979, for
$95,000.
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In 2002 the hotel closed and was the#bboen as retirement condominiums in 2008, following a
54 million dollar renovation.

Additional Hotels Associated With Lee Paschall

In addition to his involvement with Richmortdiotels.Incorporated, Lee Paschallas directly
involved with two additional hotels (The Robert E. It&gtel of Lexington, Virginia and indirectly
involved with a third (The Cavalier Hotef Virginia Beach)

The Robert E. LeeHotel of Lexington, Virginia

After the construction of the hotel in 192027 at 2634 South Main Stredty Wise Granite and
ConstructionCompany Lee Paschawas el ected to its Board of D
Moses was the hotel ds Manger.

This six story property was completely restored in 2014. The Robert E. Leeow named AT
Gi rnoffers 39 guestroomit.was originally designed by Marcellus Wright, a Richmond architect.

The Robert E. Leddotel Lobby
(Notice Diamond Pattern Marble Floor
Common in Marcellus Wright Designs)

The Robert E. LedHotel
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The Alexander Hotelof Hagerstown, Maryland

Lee Paschahilso served as Vice President and Treasurer of the Antietam Hotel Corpataittbn

owned and operated The Alexander HoteHagerstown, Maryland.

This ten story building, one of the tallest structures in Hagerstown, was built during the two year
period between 1927 and 1929 in a blend of Romanesque and Beaux Arts style. The hotel was one
of the largest in the city, complete with a ballroom and abenhall. For many years beginning

in 1932 a local radio station, WJEJ, broadcasted from the hotel's top floor.

Work began on the building soon afteognd was broken on 26 Septemld®27. The hotel
opened for business on Saint Valentine's Day 1929. Its exterior parts arrangguhimii@ system
corresponding to a classicallemn, base, shaft, and capitéhe building closed as a hotel in 1971
and has been revived as an upscale apartment location.

The Alexander Hotel
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The Properties of RichmondHotels Inc.

Hotel Chamberlin- Old Point Comfort, VA
(Prior to World War 11)

558



The Taverns and Hotels of Nonsuch

Hotel Richmondi Richmond

Hetel John Marshall, Richmend, Va.

Hotel John Marshall- Richmond
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