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Chapter 16 

 

The  Hoteliers of Richmond 

 

A. Gabriel Galt  (1748 ï 1788) of City Tavern 
 

 

William Galt of Williamsburg, had a son, Gabriel Galt, born in 1748.  Gabriel married Dorothy 

Ege [Richmond Times-Dispatch, 24 May 1914, Sun ·Page 39]. William was the son of Samuel 

Galt who was born (about) 1700, and died in 1760.  Gabriel died on 25 October 1788, in 

Richmond [Galt, 1938]. 

 

Gabriel Galt as a tavern owner in Richmond was prevented in the town charter from holding office, 

but he was considered one of the more influential citizens of the city [Schreiner, Ray, 2010].   

 

He originally resided in Williamsburg, where two of his uncles were among that city's most 

prominent citizens.  His uncle, Dr. James Galt was then first superintendent of the Insane Asylum 

at Williamsburg, and another uncle, Dr. John M. Galt, was a prominent physician with a medical 

degree from the University of  Edinburgh. Gabriel moved to Richmond in the mid-1770s and 

became the proprietor of the City Tavern in 1777. Galt's status in the Richmond community is 

evidenced by the numerous civic positions he held in the town government [Lennon, Heather 

Nicole, 2013]. 

 

For instance, Galt was appointed as one of four men to be a "surveyor of the streets", whose duties 

included patrolling one of four wards set up in the city.  In the very first Richmond city election, 

held at the Henrico County Courthouse on 2 July 1782, he was one of two men appointed to 

oversee the voting procedures and to tally the ballots cast to determine the member of what was to 

become the City Council. Galt was also appointed a Commissioner of the "pest house" or hospital 

set up for victims of the smallpox outbreak of February, 1782.  Smallpox inoculations were made 

available to Richmond's citizens by Dr. William Foushee in hopes of limiting further outbreaks. 

This attempt at preventing the spread of the disease, however, was not effective, and by the 1790s, 

as the Duke de la Rouchefoucault Liancourt noted, a "law against inoculation is more rigidly 

enforced" which "prohibits every person from having himself or any of his family inoculated 

without permission from all the justices of the county" [Lennon, Heather Nicole, 2013]. 

 

Galt was also associated with the Masons, a powerful fraternal group. Like many other prominent 

Richmonders, such as John Marshall, he was a charter member of this society, whose Richmond 

Lodge was chartered on 28 December 1780.  Galt was very involved in this organization, and even 

donated the land upon which Richmondôs Mason's Hall was built, using property which was part 

of his wife's inheritance.  The couple received this land from her father when they married in the 

1770s [Lennon, Heather Nicole, 2013]. 

 

Galt had been one of the charter members of Richmond Lodge No. 10 (and later No. 19).   A few 

years earlier Galtôs tavern was commandeered by the notorious traitor Benedict Arnold, who 
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used it as his headquarters while raiding and burning Richmond during the Revolutionary War 

[Kollatz Jr.ô Harry,  2013]. 

 

Richmond Lodge No. 13 (later renumbered to No. 19) was chartered by the Grand Lodge in 

Williamsburg (founded in 1777) on Dec. 28, 1780. The Masons bought the lot from Galt on Aug. 

12, 1785. Galt sold the property to a group that included Alexander McRobert, merchant and 

Richmond mayor (1789-1790).  Gabriel operated City Tavern located on the Main Street side of 

the same square block and a center of community activity [Kollatz Jr., Harry,  2013]. 

 

The Lodgeôs cornerstone was laid on Saturday afternoon, Oct. 28, 1785. Among the esteemed 

officials gathering was Edmund Randolph, at the time deputy grand master pro tem. Randolph 

stands as a national founding father; a representative to the Constitutional Convention; George 

Washington's wartime legal advisor; the first Virginia governor under statehood; the first U.S. 

attorney general and the second secretary of state. Residing in Richmond as a lawyer, he later 

served on Aaron Burr's successful defense counsel in his 1805 treason trial. Despite Randolph's 

late-career blotch, Richmond Lodge No. 19 bears his name. [Kollatz Jr., Harry,  2013] 

 

Out of all of Richmond Hillôs public houses, City Tavern (aka Galtôs Tavern) was located in the 

closest proximity to Capitol Square. This location undoubtedly affected its appearance since 

taverns erected near the capitol often provided added conveniences to the distinguished men and 

political leaders who traveled here for business [Lennon, Heather Nicole, 2013]. 

 

City Tavern, also known as Galtôs Tavern, housed in a frame building on the northwest corner of 

Main and 19th Street. This popular tavern was kept by Gabriel Galt. Like most city taverns, this 

building had a prominent porch along the front from which residents could take in the street life. 

The porch doesnôt show up in many views of the tavern. There were arch headed doors and 

windows and a dentil cornice, marks of an important building in the mid eighteenth century. The 

building also appears to have been expanded from a conventional dwelling form to accommodate 

more guests [Urban Scale Richmond, Taverns of Richmond, Richmond, 2018]. 

 

In contrast to the Bird-In-The-Hand, Mordecai found the features of the City Tavern more refined: 

ñA more modern, and a splendid house in its day, was the City Tavern, erected by Mr. Galt, of 

Williamsburg, and known as Galtôs Tavernñ. Although ñdegraded to a workshopò at the time of 

his writing, Mordecai reminisced, ñThe smoke stack has succeeded the smoke jack, the table is 

displaced by the workbench, and wheels, bands and pullies revolve where minuet, reels and congos 

were danced at a ball given in honor of George Washington [Lennon, Heather Nicole, 2013]. 

 

The physical size, height, and grandeur of taverns became significantly important to demonstrating 

architectural refinement and the nationôs prominence to other countries. When Gabriel Galt sought 

to sell his tavern, known as Galtôs Tavern and the Old City Tavern, in January, 1788, he 

highlighted the size and features of it in a Virginia Gazette newspaper advertisement [Lennon, 

Heather Nicole, 2013]. 

 

Describing his establishment, Galt stated, ñit stands, with all the improvements, also two lots on 

the back street, on which are good stables, with 28 double stalls. Adjoining the said lot is a genteel 

dwelling house 44 ft. by 24 ft., with two rooms, and a 12 foot passage below, and 4 rooms above, 
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at present occupied by Col. JAMES INNESò. By April , 1801, there was a new leaseholder of the 

Old City Tavern [Lennon, Heather Nicole, 2013]. 

 

Solomon Raphael, described the tavern in Richmondôs Examiner as ña commodious one with good 

stables, kitchen, smokehouse, dairy, corn house and an excellent bake oven and bake house. Also, 

there was a very extensive gardenò [Lennon, Heather Nicole, 2013]. 

 

Given its size and aesthetic qualities, Mordecai described the Old City Tavern in Richmond in By 

Gone Days as, ñA more modern, and a splendid house in its day, was the City Tavern, erected by 

Mr. Galt, of Williamsburg, and known as Galtôs Tavernñ. In much the same way as the Old City 

Tavern acquainted readers with its size, words, such as ñcommodiousò and ñexcellent,ò proclaimed 

its more attractive qualities [Lennon, Heather Nicole, 2013]. 

 

By the first decade of the nineteenth century, however, it became difficult for the Old City Tavern 

to compete with new taverns on Shockoe Hill , where the capitol was located [Lennon, Heather 

Nicole, 2013]. The building was converted to a workshop and it burned in 1858 [Schreiner, Ray, 

2010]. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
City Tavern Announcement, The Virginia Gazette, or, The American Advertiser 

05 Mar 1785, Sat ·Page 3 
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B. Robert Anderson (1743 - ) of  City T avern; Andersonôs Tavern 

(aka Union Tavern);  Swan Tavern, and the Eagle Tavern 
 

Robert Anderson, born in 1743, was the son of the Williamsburg wigmaker Andrew Anderson. 

Andrew Anderson began his apprenticeship to Peter Wagon in 1731.  In 1736 he bought Wagonôs 

shop next to the Raleigh Tavern [Colonial Williamsburg, 2004]. 

 

In 1769 Robert Anderson "opened a PUBLICK HOUSE near the College" and less than two years 

later took over Wetherburns when James Southall moved from Wetherburns to the Raleigh 

[Gryctko, Lauren Elizabeth, 2015] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wetherburns Tavern, Williamsburg 

 

During the 1760s, James Southall had begun to lease the  tavern from Weldon. By 1763, 

documents show that Southall operated some form of a tavern in Williamsburg.  By 1767, an 

advertisement dating to 11 June 1767 in the Gazette, places Southallôs Tavern on Lots 20 and 21 

[Gryctko, Lauren Elizabeth, 2015]. 

 

Robert Anderson took over Southallôs establishment on February 28, 1771, as advertised in the 

Virginia Gazette. Anderson announced that he had "taken the house lately occupied by Mr. 

Southall". In the same issue of the Virginia Gazette, Cuthbert Hubbard announced that he had 

"taken the house lately occupied by Mr. Robert Anderson [Gibbs, Patricia Ann, 1968]. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Virginia Gazette, 28 February 1771 
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Documents show that Anderson paid Weldon half a yearôs rent for Lots 20 and 21 twice in 1771 

and continued doing the same twice annually from 1771 to 1776.  George Washington often spent 

evenings there between 1771 and 1774.  Anderson kept the tavern open until 1779; and the tavern 

appears to have been operated during the Revolutionary War, although Anderson was Captain of 

a company militia during this time [Gryctko, Lauren Elizabeth, 2015]. 

 

By 1781, Anderson had moved to Richmond and taken over the Swan Tavern. The structure, put 

up around 1781 and first managed by Robert Anderson, wasn't remarkable. Architectural historian 

Mary Wingfield Scott described the Swan as a "typical 18th century inn, two story frame with a 

long verandah in front, wings in the rear and a half a dozen outbuildings sprawling over the block 

between Eighth and Ninth on Broad Streetò. A pair of brick chimneys on its western end further 

distinguished the building [Kollatz, Harry, 2012]. 

 

By 1786 Anderson had moved to the City Tavern previously kept by fellow Williamsburg citizen 

Gabriel Galt.  The tavern was housed in a frame building on the northwest corner of Main and 

19th streets. Like most city taverns, this building had a prominent porch along the front from which 

residents could take in the street life. The porch doesnôt show up in some views made years after 

the hotel had ceased to operate. It does show arch headed doors and windows and a dentil cornice, 

marks of an important building in the mid eighteenth century. The building also appears to have 

been expanded from a conventional dwelling form to accommodate more guests [Urban Scale 

Richmond, Taverns of Richmond, Richmond, 2018]. 

 

Then between 1786 and 1787 Robert Anderson operated ñAndersonôs or The Union Tavernò.  

Each room had a fireplace, ñAn elegant and commodious BALLROOM, which will be furnished 

as a COFFEE ROOM, where gentlemen may find it convenient for amusement or transactionñ 

[Stables-Virginia Gazette and Weekly Advertiser, 8-27-1787] 

 

To promote the venture, Anderson ran an advertisement noting the opening of his new tavern in a 

"large brick house at the west end of the city" in September of 1786. Anderson's Tavern was short 

lived, for the building was gutted by fire in January of 1787, forcing Anderson to relocate to a  two 

story frame house on Main between Eleventh and Twelfth Street. For a number of years, this 

building had been the site of a popular coffee house run by a Mrs. Gilbert before Anderson 

acquired it for his establishment. It later would be known as the Union Tavern when Anderson 

moved on to work at the Eagle Tavern in 1788 [Hedges, Anne Rachel, 1993]. 

 

Then between 1789 and 1795 Anderson operated the Eagle Tavern which had come into existence 

in 1787. A large three storied brick building housed this tavern, extending along Main Street, 

between Twelfth and Thirteenth Street. Over the next twenty years, its fame, prestige, and financial 

success enabled the owners to add many additions to this early structure. New wings were added 

to the tavern, and better stables were eventually added sometime between 1813 and 1817 [Urban 

Scale Richmond, Taverns of Richmond, Richmond, 2018].  
 

The Eagle Tavern was for many years after the Revolution the cityôs most important hostelry. It 

was located on the south side of Main between 12th and 13th Street. It housed a ballroom that was 

the site of dinners, seasonal race balls, and other important social events. Washington was 
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entertained at the Eagle in 1791 and Winfield Scott in 1817 [Urban Scale Richmond, Taverns of 

Richmond, Richmond, 2018].  
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C. Andrew Jackson Ford (1827 ï 1903) of Fordôs Hotel 
 

Andrew Jackson Ford was born on 26 May 1827 in Chesterfield County, Virginia to William 

Joseph Ford (1795-1872) and Martha Toddy (1798-1871).  He married Mary Lucy Carter (1834-

1908) and they had six children.  He fought in the Civil War as a member of the 4th Regiment, 

Virginia Infantry.  He died on 4 February 1903 at his small farm in Gloucester, Virginia. 

 

As a young man he came to Richmond and engaged In the wholesale grocery business.  He did 

not remain very long thus employed for he leased the old American Hotel, which was replaced by 

the Lexington. While he was conducting the American it was totally destroyed by fire [The Times 

Dispatch, Richmond, Virginia, 05 Feb 1903]. 

 

Mr. Ford then became associated with Colonel J. L. Carrington in the management of the Exchange 

and Ballard Hotel.  During the war and tor several years after he ran a restaurant in the city. This 

was during the hard times of reconstruction, but he saw prosperity and business progress ahead for 

the city and determined to "take the tide at its flood". Without a dollar in the world he successfully 

acquired the Powhatan Hotel at Eleventh and Broad Street [The Times Dispatch, Richmond, 

Virginia, 05 Feb 1903]. 

 

Ford and his wife, Mary, then purchased the Lumpkin Jail complex from Mary Lumpkin in 1873. 

Sometime in the next three years they demolished the jail, using the siteôs other buildings to house 

employees of the nearby Fordôs Hotel.  In 1892 they sold the six lots to John Chamblin and James 

H. Scott who, with their partner Alexander Delaney, leveled the lots and established Richmond 

Iron Works [Laird, Matthew, 20 Dec. 2023]. 

 

Fordôs Hotel struggled to compete with more modern hotels as time passed. In 1899 Ford retired 

from active management of the hotel and moved to Norfolk where he managed the Gladstone 

Hotel.  Then in 1902 he moved back to Richmond and then retired to his small farm at Sarahôs 

Creek near Gloucester, Virginia [The Times Dispatch, Richmond, Virginia, 05 Feb 1903]. 

 

Following his death, Fordôs Hotel was closed temporarily for renovations in 1903.  It was 

announced, ñfrom today forth the hotel will be known as The Powhatan, a return to its antebellum 

name. The rates of the renovated and rehabilitated house will be fixed at from 12 to 13 dollars per 

day, according to accommodations desired. It will be conducted on the American plan. Baths will 

be put in, everything brightened and renewed and its cuisine and service will be made a feature 

hereafterò [Times Dispatch, 1 October 1903].  

 

The structure was demolished in 1911-1912 to be the site of a new city courthouse that was never 

built [The Times Dispatch, Richmond, Virginia, 05 Feb 1903]. 
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Ford's Hotel 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
A.J. Ford, Hollywood Cemetery, Richmond, Virginia 
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D. John Powers Ballard  (c. 1816 ï 1878) of the Ballard House and 

the Exchange Hotel 
 

William B. Ballard, the son of the first Thomas Ballard, married Sarah "Sally" Jarman, daughter 

of William Jarman. They lived below Mechums River Depot, ten miles west of Charlottesville. 

Their son, John Powers Ballard, was born in 1816 in Albemarle County, Virginia.  He died on 28 

May 1878, at the Retreat for the Sick, Richmondôs oldest still operating hospital.  It was founded 

in 1877 by Annabella Ravenscroft Jenkins to serve people of any race as an alternative to the 

general almshouse. 

 

Johnôs brother, Thomas Edward Ballard, was born in April of 1824 and died in 1900. Thomas E. 

Ballardôs first wife was Ella Carter Pollard (1829-1865), and his second wife was Nannie Overton 

Price (1847-1931). 

 

John married Jane Frances Powers on 25 December 1840 in Chesterfield County, Virginia.  She 

died 16 January 1892 at the home of her son, William Powers Ballard [The Richmond Times, 17 

January 1892, p. 2, Col. 2].    

 

William Powers Ballard, was born on 14 November 1842, and died on 2 September 1924.  William 

was buried at Greenlawn Memorial Park, Newport News, Virginia.  He married Ella Carter Pollard 

who died on 3 November 1865 in Hanover County, Virginia. 

 

After working at Valentine, Fry & Co., a country store in Charlottesville, Ballard moved to 

Palmyra, Virginia to help run a hotel.  After achieving success in Palmyra he moved to Richmond 

in 1847 and became the proprietor of the Powhatan Hotel on the corner of Eleventh and Broad 

Street. 

 

The Exchange Hotel was built in 1841 by a corporation formed for that purpose.  The architect 

was Isaiah Rogers of Boston and New York City, who designed the building in the Classic style.  

F. Boydton was the original proprietor. 

 

John P. Ballard (1816-1878) acquired the Exchange Hotel lease in 1851.  In 1852 Ballard gave up 

the ownership of the Powhatan Hotel to concentrate on the Exchange Hotel.  He then built the 

more modern four story Ballard House in 1855-1856, connecting the two structures first with a 

steel bridge and then with a brick bridge that crossed Franklin Street at the second floor level.  

 

The Ballard House was evidentially a family run establishment, for the 1860 census in Richmond 

shows John Powers Ballard, age 44, ñHotel Keeperò; followed by his brother, Thomas. Edward 

Ballard (also listed as ñHotel Keeperò); then Jane Powers Ballard, age 38 (Johnôs wife); followed 

by their children, William Powers Ballard, and Francis Stribling Ballard.  After Francis Stribling 

in the census is Thomas Edwardôs wife, Ella Carter Ballard, age 32, followed by their daughter, 

Lizzie Carter Ballard, age 6.   

 

Further down is Reuben Sydney Powers, 37 (ñHotel Clerkò), followed by Mildred Ballard Powers 

(Reubenôs wife and John P. Ballardôs sister), age 30, and Thomas Edward Powers, age 3, and 

Sallie Powers, age 1.   
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Also down the list at Line 25 is William Powers, age 75 (ñBook Keeperò), who was Jane and 

Reubenôs father.  The hotel was certainly a family affair. 

 

Following the Civil War the management of the hotel passed from the Ballard family to M.D. 

Maine and Company. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

M.D. Maine and Company 

 

Shortly thereafter in November of 1866, John P. Ballard regained control of the hotel.  Then in 

February of 1868, Ballard sold the hotel at auction.  In July of 1869, Ballard was declared bankrupt 

and his country estate of 129 acres was sold.  In November of 1869, the centralized management 

of both the Exchange Hotel and the Ballard House was assumed by J. L. Carrington. 

 

During his time in the hotel business Mr. Ballard lived in the historic Wickham-Valentine house 

on Clay and Eleventh Street.  The Wickham-Valentine house, now for many years known as the 

Valentine Museum, still stands at the southwest corner of Clay and Eleventh Street. 

 

This house, one of the handsomest in the older section of Richmond, was erected in 1812 by John 

Wickham, a contemporary of Chief Justice Marshall and a leading member of the Richmond bar 

in his day. After passing from the ownership of the Wickham family, this house was in turn the 

home of John P. Ballard, James G. Brooks, and finally, Mann S. Valentine II.  Mann S. Valentine 

II  had previously resided on North Second Street in one of the old homes that stood for many years 

in the rear of Gray's row.  Mr. Valentine, who was a gentleman of means and who had inherited 

an appreciation of things beautiful and of historic interest, resided in the former Wickham house 

from 1882 to 1892, and by his will directed that the house become the home of the Valentine 

Museum [Munford, Robert Beverley, 1936]. 

 

John Ballardôs later home ñWestviewò, a three story, twelve room structure, was located two miles 

north of Richmond near the fairgrounds.  It was rented to boarders in January of 1874, indicating 

continued financial troubles by its owner. 
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However, in August of 1876, Ballard joined with J. S. Dodson of the Park Hotel to manage the 

American Hotel on Main and 12th Street. Then in November of 1876 Dodson bought out Ballard 

and dissolved the partnership. 

 

He died of heart failure two years later in a destitute condition on 28 May 1878.  He is buried at 

Hollywood Cemetery in an unmarked grave. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Hollywood Cemetery, Section: B Lot: 39 
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E. William ñBuckò Miller (1874 ï 1939) of Millerôs Hotel And 

Neverett Eggleston (1890s-1996) of Hotel Eggleston 
 

 

William Miller was born in Burkeville, Virginia, in either 1867 (source: 1880 U.S. Census) or 

1874 (death certificate). The 1880 census notes that he was the third of eight children born to 

Archie and Mary Miller, the latter of whom was described as ñmulatto,ò and that the family was 

then living in Nottoway, Virginia. Artina Miller was born c. 1881 to Sam and Louisa Barnes in 

Mecklenburg County, Virginia [University of Virginia (UVA), The Institute for Advanced 

Technology in the Humanities, 2023]. 

 

In 1899. John L. Sullivan, ex-heavyweight boxing champion of the world, became angry with 

William Miller, the waiter who was serving him breakfast at Murphyôs Hotel in Richmond.  An 

alcohol soaked Sullivan, probably breathing Bourbon, despite the  early hour, shouted at Miller 

that he had ñkilled two coons the night before and that Miller was going to be the thirdò. 

Whereupon Miller hurled a hot coffeepot into Sullivanôs face, knocking him  ñcoldò. Miller ñtook 

a vacationò immediately, at the urging of the hotel management [Dabney, 1999]. 

 

He returned some days later to find himself a hero. Contributions totaling more than $ 3,000 poured 

in from admirers, and William L. (ñBuckò) Royall, prominent attorney and chief editorial writer 

of the Times, presented him with a silver coffeepot, inscribed ñTo the Worldôs Champion Coffee 

Pot Fighterò.   Miller took his $ 3,000 and opened Millerôs Hotel for Negro patrons.  It operated 

for many years [Dabney, 1999]. 

 

Buck and Artina Miller, who lived at the hotel and do not appear to have had children, were 

influential entrepreneurs and active community members, providing financial support to local 

causes. The couple ran other businesses in the area. In 1906, Buck opened a restaurant at 711 N. 

2nd Street (now demolished), which also catered to hotel patrons. The 1922 Richmond City 

Directory lists Buck as the proprietor of Millerôs Hotel Pharmacy and Artina as proprietor of 

Millerôs Quick Lunch, at 2204 East Main Street (building is still standing but has been altered) 

[University of Virginia (UVA), The Institute for Advanced Technology in the Humanities, 2023]. 

 

Artina Miller was integral to the hotelôs success, and it suffered following her untimely death from 

cancer, at about 45 years old, in 1926.  New York Amsterdam News remembered her, in 1937, as 

ñthe guiding genius of the placeò, a sentiment that was shared in other newspapers. Her death, 

along with the onset of the Great Depression, greatly impacted Buck Miller and the hotel 

[University of Virginia (UVA), The Institute for Advanced Technology in the Humanities, 2023]. 

 

In early 1937, ñTo Letò signs appeared in the hotel windows, though Buck Miller, then retired, 

continued to live at the hotel until his death two years later. His extensive obituary in the New 

Journal and Guide as well as other remembrances of the period attest to his important status in 

Richmond and the fame of his hotel nationwide [University of Virginia (UVA), The Institute for 

Advanced Technology in the Humanities, 2023]. 
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The National Ideal Benefits Society bought Millerôs Hotel at some point between 1937 and 1939 

and it was rented and managed by a man from Norfolk, Virginia. According to his own 1992 

account appearing in the Richmond Free Press, Neverett A. Eggleston Sr. was working as a cook 

and caterer at Lakeside Country Club in the late 1930s when Buck Miller, upset that the Norfolk 

man was more interested in operating the hotelôs pool hall than the hotel itself, asked Eggleston to 

take over its management. For about three years beginning in March, 1939, Eggleston leased 

Millerôs Hotel, living there and running it with his wife Sallie (he continued to work at the country 

club while waiting to see if the hotel would be economically viable). In 1942, he bought the hotel 

for $25,000, renaming it Hotel Eggleston [University of Virginia (UVA), The Institute for 

Advanced Technology in the Humanities, 2023]. 

 

Neverett A. Eggleston Sr. was born on 14 September 1898, in Henrico County, Virginia, one of 

nine children of Richard and Cora Eggleston. He at some point in the early 1900s lived in New 

York City and Newburgh, New York. In 1925, he married Sallie Juanita Robertson (1903-1974) 

and they had three children, Aurelia, Neverett Jr., and Jane. According to the 1950 U.S. Census, 

the family lived at 2112 Barton Avenue (still existing). As with Buck and Artina Miller, the 

Egglestons were a prominent local family and active community leaders; in 1950, Eggleston Sr. 

was elected president of the Richmond Democratic League and, in 1963, was the co-chairman of 

its board of directors [University of Virginia (UVA), The Institute for Advanced Technology in 

the Humanities, 2023]. 

         

After briefly living in New York City during the 1920s and witnessing the Harlem Renaissance 

first hand, Mr. Eggleston returned to Richmond. Then, after working as a cook at the Lakeside 

Country Club, Eggleston opened his own restaurant in Jackson Ward, The Lafayette.  After its 

closure, he became the manager of the nearby Millerôs Hotel [Richmond City Council, 2015]. 

 

The Lafayette restaurant was located at the corner of Second and Clay Street in 1928. The 

restaurant didnôt last long, but that didnôt stop Neverett Sr. from pursuing loftier goals [Willis, 

Samantha, 2016]. 

 

In 1935, he bought Millerôs Hotel at Second and Leigh. While he and his wife raised their family 

in Washington Park, they also worked together to build the Eggleston Hotel into a gathering place 

for Richmondôs black elite, a comfortable retreat for African American travelers and a favorite 

stop for celebrities [Willis, Samantha, 2016].   
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From left: Neverett Eggleston Sr., Neverett Eggleston Jr. and Neverett Eggleston III at 541 N. 

Second St. (Photo by Larry Roach, Black History Museum & Cultural Center Archives) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Neverett Eggleston Sr. 
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Miller and Eggleston Hotels 

 

The Hotel Eggleston was listed in the 1947 edition of The Negro Motorist Green Book, a 

guidebook for African American travelers that provided listings of hotels, restaurants, service 

stations and other establishments throughout the United States that served African American 

customers during the Jim Crow era [Richmond City Council, 2015]. 

 

This was a time when discrimination, racial prejudice, price gouging, and physical violence were 

common and widespread threats facing African Americans on the road. The Negro Motorist Green 

Book was an essential tool in helping to keep Black travelers safe as well as being treated fairly 

and with respect [Richmond City Council, 2015]. 

 

ñIts success reflected the entrepreneurial and professional efforts of the residents of Jackson Ward, 

widely considered The Birthplace of Black Capitalismò according to the marker shown above 

[Richmond Free Press, 2015].  

 

Eggleston Sr. later recalled that the World War II years kept the Hotel Eggleston, its restaurant 

(called Neverettôs Place in the 1950s), and other nearby businesses busy. He employed six 

waitresses and three cooks, and he himself was always in the kitchen. Hotel Eggleston, he said, 

was one of three hotels on the block where African Americans could stay in segregated Richmond, 

the others being Harrisôs Hotel and Restaurant on the southeast corner of N. 2nd and Clay Streets 

and Slaughterôs Hotel, located mid-block (both also listed in the Green Book and since 

demolished). According to Eggleston Sr., people started calling N. 2nd Street ñ2 Streetò during 

the war years [University of Virginia (UVA), The Institute for Advanced Technology in the 

Humanities, 2023]. 
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Eggleston Sr. later wrote that N. 2nd Street went into decline in the mid-1970s, which he attributed 

to integration, as African Americans had opportunities to try other businesses in Richmond beyond 

those in Jackson Ward. As a result, all 30 rooms in the Hotel Eggleston were rented by the week 

or month. The hotel was vacant by the 1980s, though Eggleston Deli (run by Eggleston Sr.ôs 

grandson, Neverett A. Eggleston III) and a laundromat on the Leigh Street side (owned and 

operated by Eggleston Sr.ôs daughter, Aurelia Ford) occupied the buildingôs commercial 

storefronts by the early 1990s [University of Virginia (UVA), The Institute for Advanced 

Technology in the Humanities, 2023]. 

 

Neverett Eggleston Sr. owned the building which he bought in 1935 until it was demolished in 

2009 to make way for new development [Richmond City Council, 2015] 

 

Neverett Eggleston lived for around a century, passing away on 5 December 1996.  He is buried 

at Saint John Baptist Church Cemetery in Henrico County, Virginia [Richmond Free Press, 2015]. 
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F. Lewis Ginter (1824-1897) of the Jefferson Hotel 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Lewis Ginter 

 

Lewis Ginter was born in New York, 4 April 1824, in New York City and died in Richmond, 

Virginia, 2 October 1897 [Virginia Historical Society, 1898]. 

 

He settled in Richmond, Va., in 1842, and opened a store filled with a general assortment of fancy 

furnishings. His store was located on East Main Street, opposite to the St. Charles Hotel [Virginia 

Historical Society, 1898]. 

 

Later on, in partnership with John F. Alvey, he went into the business of wholesale notions in a 

store on the south 13th Street between Main Street and Cary Street [Virginia Historical Society, 

1898]. 

 

When the war came on, he sold out his business and entered the Confederate army as 

quartermaster, and in 1862 was promoted to the position of Commissary. He never missed an 

opportunity to get into battle and thus was known as the ñFighting Commissaryò [Virginia 

Historical Society, 1898]. 

 

After the close of the war Major Ginter moved to New York City and became a banker. Involved 

in the "Black Friday" gold panic of 24 September 1869,  he returned to Richmond in 1872, forming 

soon thereafter a partnership with John F. Allen for the manufacture of chewing and smoking 

tobacco, and afterwards of cigarettes [Virginia Historical Society, 1898]. 
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The cigarette business made Ginter a rich man. Ginter was a marketing genius and saw a big future 

in cigarettes, which were added to the product line in 1874.  Promoting ñRichmond Straight Cutsò 

and ñVirginia Brightsò took him around the world. Allen & Ginter may have employed as many 

as 1,500 people at its peak [Woody, Janet, 2014]. 

In 1884 Mr. Allen retired. In 1890 the firm of Allen & Ginter became a branch of the American 

Tobacco Company, of which Major Ginter declined the presidency [Virginia Historical Society, 

1898]. 

 

 Having accumulated the largest fortune ever acquired in the South, Major Ginter died 2 October 

1897, his death being regarded as a public calamity, owing to the public uses to which he devoted 

a large part of his means [Virginia Historical Society, 1898]. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Lewis Ginter, Hollywood Cemetery 

 
The following were some of Lewis Ginterôs activities and accomplishments. 

 

In 1887, Ginter and Joseph Bryan reorganized the Tanner & Delaney Engine Company into the 

Richmond Locomotive & Machine Works. At its peak, this enterprise employed 1,200 workers 

[Woody, Janet, 2014]. 

 

To aid his friend Col. Page McCarty, Ginter invested in the struggling Richmond Times in 1886. 

He immediately grew impatient with its money demands and gave it to his friend Joseph Bryan in 

1887 [Woody, Janet, 2014]. 

 

In 1887, Ginter purchased land on the corner of West Franklin and Shafer Streets and built the 

very well-appointed 901 W. Franklin Street ñcityò mansion reputed to have cost $ 1,250,000. This 

house opened in 1892 [Woody, Janet, 2014]. 
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He purchased 160 acres and built a sprawling Victorian country mansion ñWestbrookñ. This estate 

included barns, stables, greenhouses, bowling alleys and many other entertainments. The house 

was filled with stained glass and parquet floors, as well as books, art, and music. He kept at least 

14 types of carriages, summoned with buttons located in the entrance hall. Ryan estimates that 

Ginter spent millions turning this property into an estate fit for a gilded age millionaire. He resided 

at this home (his favorite of the two) beginning in 1889 and died there on 2 October 1897  [Woody, 

Janet, 2014]. 

 

As a world traveler, Ginter saw new technological marvels and civic improvements that he wanted 

for Richmond. To this end, he always had multiple projects in the works. Developing inviting 

suburban retreats for the well-off was one of his most ambitious projects. Henrico County Deed 

records show that beginning in May, 1889, Ginter made 52 property acquisitions. At the time, 

Henrico extended well into what is currently Richmond. Most of these acquisitions centered on 

the Brook Turnpike-Hermitage Road-Lakeside Avenue corridors [Woody, Janet, 2014]. 

 

In 1891, Ginter and partners chartered the Sherwood Land Company with plans to develop a 

suburb of large villas designed for the upper middle class. Ginter was impressed by the suburbs he 

saw when visiting Melbourne, Australia, during his 1888 world tour and wanted the same for 

Richmond.  He consulted with the nationally renowned landscape architecture firm Frederick Law 

Olmsted & Associates. While he purchased much acreage and engaged in planning, Sherwood 

Park and Ginter Park were not built until after his death, and it is very unlikely that he would have 

named Ginter Park after himself. The only construction to happen before his death was several 

worker cottages in the 3600 block of Hawthorne Avenue that still exist today [Woody, Janet, 

2014]. 

 

To ease the trip to his anticipated northern suburbs, he purchased five miles of Brook Turnpike 

(now Road) in 1890 and spent an estimated two million dollars upgrading it into one of the finest 

roads in the state. His improvements included resurfacing, landscaping with hedges and trees, and 

tollbooths.  His portion of the turnpike ran approximately between Lombardy Street and 

Westbrook Avenue [Woody, Janet, 2014]. 

 

In 1889, he and several partners chartered Bloomingdale Stock Farm, a 280 acre livestock and 

dairy farm, located in the area of todayôs Lakeside neighborhood [Woody, Janet, 2014]. 

 

He purchased land for Lakeside Park (1891) and the Lakeside Wheel Club (1894). Lakeside Park 

was an ambitious project that included a dance pavilion, café, zoo, a lake for boating and skating, 

and a golf course. The Lakeside Wheel Club gave the cityôs most prominent cyclists a country 

home during the short lived bicycle craze of the mid-1890s [Woody, Janet, 2014]. 

 

In tribute to his Confederate general A. P. Hill, Ginter had a monument built at the intersection of 

Hermitage and Laburnum Avenue, and had General Hillôs body moved from Hollywood Cemetery 

and reinterred under the monument [Woody, Janet, 2014]. 

 

In 1892, he purchased land in the 100 block of Franklin Street, and built the grand, state-of-the-

art Jefferson Hotel which opened in 1895. While he had partners in this endeavor, it is certain that 

Ginter spent a million or two of his own money on this venture, if not more [Woody, Janet, 2014]. 
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In January, 1893, fire destroyed the Allen & Ginter Tobacco factory at Seventh and Cary Streets. 

Ginter continued to pay employees while the factory was rebuilt [Woody, Janet, 2014]. 

 

In 1896, he paid to have the Barton Heights street car line extended north to Brookland Park 

Boulevard and then west to Brook Turnpike. His plan was to run the line north on his Brook 

Turnpike and eventually take riders all the way to Lakeside Park. He also built a narrow gauge 

railway to carry granite from a quarry in the Lakeside area to his construction projects. For this 

purpose, he purchased his own locomotive named Barbara [Woody, Janet, 2014]. 

 

Other projects: chartered the Virginia Electric Light Company (1881), was a founder of the 

University College of Medicine, built Deep Run Hunt Club and Rosedale Lodge, gave twelve 

acres to the Union Theological Seminary for its new Richmond home in the Ginter Park area, and 

supported the Lee Camp Soldierôs Home for Confederate veterans [Woody, Janet, 2014]. 

 

Stories of Ginterôs anonymous gifts were legion. He would quietly help out local businesses, either 

by investing, or loaning money, and helped people who were beset by family tragedy. It is not 

possible to know how much money he gave away since it is not documented. And, all of his 

projects listed above should be viewed as employment opportunities for thousands of 

Richmonders, as many as 4,000 according to his Richmond Dispatch obituary [Woody, Janet, 

2014]. 
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G. John P. Murphy (1842 ï 1918) of Murphyôs Hotels 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
John P. Murphy 

 

The eventful career of John Murphy, of Richmond, Virginia, began when he landed on these 

shores, but undoubtedly he inherited the elements of character which have contributed to his 

marked success from his antecedents, and the early environment of his native land. He was born 

15 February 1842, in county Cork, Ireland, and his parents, Peter and Margaret Murphy, were 

descended from the native inhabitants of that locality [Davis, Chris, 2022]. 

 

County Cork is generally considered to have been instituted by King John; it was but sparsely 

settled before the sixteenth century, when among others to whom the crown granted lands within 

the county were Sir Walter Raleigh and Edmund Spenser, the poet, who received forty thousand 

acres and thirty thousand and twenty-eight acres of land respectively. After 1602 these lands, 

together with other large estates, were colonized by English settlers, hence the later population of 

county Cork became a more or less hybrid race, consisting of the English element engrafted upon 

the native Irish stock. It was from these elements that the family of Murphy sprang, and the 

dominant influence of this antecedent history gave the elements of character to John Murphy, 

which enabled him to succeed under the adverse conditions of life during the early years of his 

career in this country [Davis, Chris, 2022]. 

 

He was at Richmond, Virginia, when the civil war began, and the cause of the Confederacy 

appealed to him. In April, 1861, he enlisted for one year in Company F, Fifteenth Regiment of 

Virginia Volunteers, and was sent to the front under General MacGruder in the eastern part of 
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Virginia. In the following year he re-enlisted in Letcher's battery, Pegram's battalion was in the 

seven days fighting around Richmond, and Murphy was slightly wounded in the battle of Malvern 

Hill, on 1 July 1862. He participated in Lee's first invasion of Maryland, and was seriously 

wounded at Warrenton Springs on 21 August 1862.  In 1864, after his recovery, he joined Morgan's 

cavalry, at Wytheville, in southwestern Virginia, where Morgan's troop was being re-organized. 

Soon afterward he was captured at the battle of Floyds Mountain, near Dublin, Virginia, and sent 

to Camp Chase, Ohio, where he was held a prisoner until the close of the war [Davis, Chris, 2022]. 

 

When he was discharged from prison, he learned that his parental home and all that was dear to 

him had been destroyed in the flame that swept city of Richmond during the last days of the war. 

With the lure of promise in the great west before him, and the devastation of war behind him, he 

joined the westward bound tide of emigration to that Mecca, and sought to rebuild his broken 

fortune there, like many other soldiers of the Confederacy. He gladly accepted the first offer of 

employment made to him, which was to drive a stage coach for Holiday & Carlisle, who owned 

and operated a line of stage coaches that formed part of the "Overland Express" from Missouri to 

California. After a few months' service, his employers offered him the position of general manager 

of their supply train at a salary considered large for those days; however, a love for his adopted 

home city of Richmond still lingered in his heart, and in 1866, something over a year after the war 

closed, he returned there. He found the city, figuratively speaking, arising phoenix-like from the 

ashes of her ruins [Davis, Chris, 2022]. 

 

He did whatever came to hand in the effort to rehabilitate the family's lost fortune, and by 1872 he 

had earned and saved enough money to establish himself in a small mercantile business. It was on 

the site of the future Murphy Hotel, and in a few years more he was able to purchase the property. 

In 1886 Murphy built the first hotel structure which bears his name, consisting of some thirty 

rooms. From time to time the structure was enlarged, until in 1914, it was the largest hotel and 

most widely known hostelry in the state of Virginia. This magnificent hotel consisted of three 

buildings, containing five hundred guest rooms, fronting on Broad, Eighth and Grace Street. The 

buildings were connected by magnificent bridges arranged as sun parlors, thereby combining 

convenience, health and comfort [Davis, Chris, 2022]. 

 

Mr. Murphy's business success, particularly in hotel management, was phenomenal; he was a 

liberal patron of every movement that had for its object the business and commercial advancement 

of Richmond. He was widely known for his genial hospitality, charities and patriotism. Himself a 

Confederate veteran, he was allied with the memorial organizations of the "Lost Cause". He was 

nevertheless fraternally, on the best of terms with the Grand Army of the Republic organizations, 

and was several times the guest of honor in celebrations north of Mason and Dixon's line. In 1896 

he was chosen commander of R. E. Lee Camp of United Confederate Veterans, which was the 

most prominent Confederate veteran organization in the state, and served for eighteen years as a 

member of the board of directors of Lee Camp, Soldier's Home [Davis, Chris, 2022]. 

 

He was a consistent member of the Roman Catholic Church. During the years of his prosperity he 

dispensed charity with a free hand to many worthy young men whom he assisted to secure an 

education and to financial success, and also he always had an enthusiastic interest in the welfare 

of the children round about him [Davis, Chris, 2022]. 
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In politics Mr. Murphy was a stanch Democrat, and took an active interest in local politics. He 

was made a director of the Virginia State Agricultural Society in 1890, and for two years served 

as its vice-president.  In 1898 Governor J. Hoge Tyler appointed him a member of the board of 

directors of the Virginia Penitentiary; he was a director of the Broad Street Bank, of Richmond; 

likewise of the Old Dominion Trust Company; and despite great demands upon his time by his 

own business interests, he was actively identified with numerous business and social 

organizations. He was a member of the Royal Arcanum, of the Catholic Knights of America, the 

Independent Order of Heptasophs, and of the Ancient Order of United Workmen. His remarkable 

success often elicited inquiries from persons who seek his advice; to such he recommended, in 

general, that they eschew all intoxicating liquors and vicious company, and that they first own 

their own homes, and avoid all financial speculations, policies, doubtless, that have contributed to 

his own remarkable success [Davis, Chris, 2022]. 

 

Mr. Murphy married (first) Jane McCabe, of Richmond, Virginia, in 1868; and married (second) 

in 1903, Louisa O'Connor, of Charleston, South Carolina. The children of the first marriage were 

Nellie J.; Edward F.; Madeline McCabe; Alice E.; John Jr.; George D., and Robert E. There were 

no children by second marriage [Davis, Chris, 2022]. 

 

John Murphy died on 20 February 1918 and management passed to his son-in-law, James T. Disney, 

who ran the hotel until his own death in 1933. By 1939, the Board of Directors of The Richmond Hotels, 

Inc., had taken control of the Murphy Hotel, changing its name to the King Carter Hotel in 1949.  The 

hotel was purchased by the state in 1966 and converted to offices in 1969. 

 

John Murphy is buried in Mount Calvary Cemetery of Richmond with both wives and two of his 

children, Alice C. Murphy Wood (1876-1946) and John P. Murphy Jr. (1878-1909) [Davis, Chris, 

2022]. 
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H. Adeline Detroit Wood Atkinson (1841 ï 1916) of the St. James 

Hotel,  the American Hotel; the Lexington Hotel and the Hotel 

Richmond 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Adeline Detroit Wood Atkinson 

 
Adeline Detroit Wood was born on 30 July 1841, to Sarah Ann (née White) and William Wood in 

Bedford County, Virginia  they had three sons and three daughters [Treadway, Sandra Gioia, 

2021]. 

 

At the age of 19, she married John M. Atkinson. John Atkinson enlisted in the 11th Virginia 

Infantry Regiment and served with the Confederates in the Civil War. When the Civil War began 

John Atkinson enlisted in Company E of the 11th Virginia Infantry in Lynchburg, and the young 

couple settled there following his parole at Appomattox in April , 1865. They moved to Lynchburg 

after he was paroled at the end of the war.  Her husband died on 6 November 1894. Together, they 

had six children, three sons and three daughters [Treadway, Sandra Gioia, 2021]. 

In the mid 1870's, Atkinson's husband's income as a bricklayer was insufficient to support their 

growing family, so she took on boarders.  By 1881, her business was doing so well that she opened 

the Warwick House hotel on Main Street in Lynchburg. The Warwick House was a Confederate 

hospital during the war [Treadway, Sandra Gioia, 2021]. 

As her husband's health declined, they moved to Richmond.  In 1884, she took over the struggling 

Saint James Hotel.  By 1889, she became the proprietor of the American Hotel, which she renamed 

the Lexington in 1894.  On 25 April 1903, Atkinson sold the Lexington to A. G. Spratley and J. L. 

Rodwell [Treadway, Sandra Gioia, 2021]. 

 

As she was selling the Lexington, she purchased the Saint Claire Hotel, at the corner of Ninth and 

Grace Street in Richmond.  She demolished it and in its place built the Hotel Richmond with a 140 

room capacity. Hotel Richmond opened on 4 April 1904, and was successful, competing with the 

popular Jefferson Hotel.  After it opened a contemporary guidebook described it as "one of the 

most elegantly situated hotels in the city".  Located at the western edge of Capitol Square and 
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equipped with the latest conveniences, the Hotel Richmond ranked just below the famous Jefferson 

in reputation and popularity. The hotel did so well that in 1912, Atkinson doubled its capacity and 

its value was estimated to be almost $ 1 million [Treadway, Sandra Gioia, 2021]. 

 

Atkinson was regarded as one of the most remarkable women in Richmond. From a start as a 

salaried employee of a small Lynchburg hotel she rose to the heights of conceiving, building and 

owning a hotel which was one of the largest hotels in Virginia [Richmond Times-Dispatch, 1916]. 

 

Atkinson was renowned as a stern woman who managed a tight ship. She wasn't a socialite and 

refused membership in the high society ladies' clubs and women's leagues of Richmond. Her only 

membership was in the Second Presbyterian Church. She was one of the first women in Richmond 

to own a car, according to family members, and every morning she drove it to the 17th Street 

Farmers' Market. There, she shopped for food and other amenities for the hotel [Bass, Scott, 2005]. 

 

What differentiated Atkinson from the handful of businesswomen in Richmond at the time, says 

Sandra G. Treadway, deputy director of the Library of Virginia, was the size of her business. 

Treadway, who has researched Atkinson, says she was one of three or four prominent 

businesswomen in the city in the early 1900s [Bass, Scott, 2005]. 

 

"There were just a few women in this part of the state that reached that level of both public 

recognition and business success," Treadway says. As for her hotel's clientele, "The kinds of 

people who stayed with her were running the state of Virginia," she says [Bass, Scott, 2005]. 

 

Atkinson raised her twin granddaughters, Addie Ervin DesPortes and Mary Ervin Townsend, in 

the Hotel Richmond after their mother died in her late 20s. The two were notorious for "fussing" 

with each other, says Brown, the daughter of Addie Ervin DesPortes [Bass, Scott, 2005]. 

 

She brought her sons in to help manage Hotel Richmond, but remained in charge until her health 

declined in 1916 [Treadway, Sandra Gioia, 2021]. 

 

Atkinson died about midnight on the evening of 11 December 1916, at the Hotel Richmond 

[Treadway, Sandra Gioia, 2021]. 

 

She had in failing health for two months, but her death was not believed imminent. However, that 

she believed the near was attested by the fact that several times during the week before her death 

she voiced opinion that she had only few hours to live. Mrs. Atkinson had been confined to her 

bed for about ten days, but regained her faculties until the end [Richmond Times-Dispatch, 1916]. 

 

Two months before her death was reluctant to give up her active duties as proprietor and manager 

of the hotel, Her enfeebled condition made this imperative. and she was from that time on she was 

confined her apartment [Richmond Times-Dispatch, 1916]. 

 

Her pallbearers included William Rueger of Hotel Rueger and Col. John P. Murphy of Murphyôs 

Hotel. She is buried at the family plot in Hollywood Cemetery in Richmond with her husband 

[Richmond Times-Dispatch, 1916]. 
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Grave of Atkinson and her husband at Hollywood Cemetery 
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I. Lewis Rueger (1821-1902) and William Rueger (1857 -1936), 

Both of Hotel Rueger 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

William Rueger and Dorothea W. Vocke Rueger 

 

In 1842, a young Louis Rueger emigrated from Germany to Richmond, opening a saloon and café 

on Broad Street.  He yearned to be in the heart of the city, and in 1846 moved his establishment to 

9th and Bank Street, directly across from the State Capitol and only one block from what was then 

the most bustling corner in town.  The tavern business thrived until the Civil War, when martial 

law was declared and his building was seized, to be used as the Commodore of the Confederate 

Navy's headquarters.  Rueger travelled back to his native Germany during the war, returning to 

Richmond after five years to find his beloved Rueger's destroyed, a casualty of the great fire of 

1865 [Commonwealth Hotel, 2023]. 

 

Rueger was not deterred, and rebuilt bigger and better than before.  His place was affectionately 

known as the Lafayette Saloon, given its location near the Lafayette Artillery Armory.  His sons 

and grandsons joined him in the business, and they added boarding rooms for intoxicated clientele.  

The demand for rooms to rent grew, and by 1901 the Rueger family had acquired the surrounding 

buildings and opened a 24 room hotel, the first Hotel Rueger.   Upon its opening, on 24 July 1901, 

the Richmond Times newspaper declared, ñMr. Rueger has fitted up the buildings adjoining his 

restaurant on Bank Street in a style of magnificence that insures every comfort and luxuryò 

[Commonwealth Hotel, 2023]. 

 

Louis married Sabine Luise Zimmerman of both Germany and Richmond. They had six children, 

Charles Henry, Pauline, Emilie, William, Louisa and Henry and lived at 600 South Sheppard 

Street, near Byrd Park. 

 

Rueger's grandson, William, had even bigger dreams.  In 1912 he announced the impending 

construction of what was to become the new Hotel Rueger, and the Times-Dispatch headline read, 
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ñFamous Restaurant to Become Great HotelðOrnament to CityðTen Story Building to Cost 

More Than a Quarter Million DollarsðThree Generations at Helmò.  Sixteen months later, on 5 

November 1913, the existing hotel building opened for the first time.  It then boasted 136 

bedrooms, of which about 80 percent had private baths, and ñmodern elevatorsò.  The dining room 

could seat 200 guests, there were eight private dining rooms which accommodated from 8 to 36 

guests, a basement level grill room for businessmen, and a roof garden above the 10th floor 

[Commonwealth Hotel, 2023]. 

 

The Hotel Rueger remained one of the top lodging establishments in Richmond for decades.  In 

the 1950s, with a change of ownership came a change of name, to the Hotel Raleigh.  At this same 

time the roof garden was enclosed and an 11th floor of guestrooms added.  In 1982, Fredericksburg 

developer Larry Silver saw the potential of this historic building. After purchasing the property, 

he gutted what was then a 123 room hotel to create 59 very spacious one and two room suites. 

Only the ñmodern elevatorsò from 1912 were left intact, to maintain the atmosphere of a small 

European hotel. Mr. Silver christened the establishment the Commonwealth Park Suites Hotel 

[Commonwealth Hotel, 2023]. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
                              Louis Rueger                                      William Rueger 

                                            Hollywood Cemetery, Richmond 
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J.    Lee Paschall (1878 ï 1958); Thomas Gresham Sr. (1867 ï 

1945); Thomas Gresham Jr.; Lloyd Noland Sr. (1885-1952); 

Lloyd Noland Jr . (1917-2014), All of Richmond Hotels, Inc. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                  

               

 

 

  

                                       

 

 

                        Lee Paschall 1910                                        Lee Paschall 1925 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                      Lee Paschall 1940                                        Lee Paschall 1954 

 

Lee Paschall, was born in Warren County, North Carolina, on 5 December 1878 and married Edith 

Leota Turner on 28 June 1906.  She was born on 10 October 1877 in Mineral, West Virginia, and 

she died on 19 June 1971 in Richmond at Johnston-Willis Hospital. 
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                             Edith L. Turner, 1900                      Edith L. Turner, 1925 

 

Lee and Edith had a child, Anna Lee Paschall, who was born on 10 August 1908 in Wise, North 

Carolina and died on 13 February 1967 in Newport News, Virginia.  Anna Lee graduated in 1925 

from the Collegiate School For Girls located at 1619 Monument Avenue, Richmond, Virginia.  

Anna was named in honor of her Aunt, Anna Hester Paschall Coleman. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                         Anna Lee Paschall 1925               Anna Lee Paschall 1935 

 

Photograph (L) of Anna Lee Paschall courtesy Julia A. Williams Study and Archive Center, 

Collegiate School, Richmond, Virginia 

 

Anna Lee Paschall Bell and John Gordon Bell were married on 30 November 1935 at her home 

on 2716 Monument Ave, Richmond, Virginia and divorced on 13 January 1963, in Mecklenburg 

County, North Carolina. John Gordon was born on 15 May 1908 in Covington, Virginia and died 

on 13 December 1990 in Washington, District of Columbia. He graduated from the Medical 
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College of Virginia in 1933.  On 26 September 1964, John Gordon Bell married 28 year old 

Marilyn A. Southwell in Norfolk, Virginia. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                     John Gordon Bell, 1933 

                                                                  Medical College of Virginia 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Anna Lee Paschall Bell and John Gordon Bell had a son, John Paschall Bell, born on 7 April 1942.  

William Woodrow Hitchens and his wife Clara were named as godparents to John Paschall Bell.  

William was later elected Potentate of the ACCA Temple, Nobles of the Mystic Shrine, a masonic 

organization to which Lee Paschall was a member.  In addition, Clara Hitchens served as the 

Secretary to Lee Paschall, President of Richmond Hotels, Inc. 

 

John Paschall Bell was married in Richmond, Virginia on 3 April 1965 to Jenny Elaine Hudgins 

Nelson of  Mathews County, Virginia.  They divorced on 30 October 1981.  John died on 27 

December 1996 in Scotch Plains, New Jersey. He was buried at Hillside Cemetery, 1401 

Woodland Ave Scotch Plains, New Jersey.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                  Jenny Elaine Hudgins Nelson 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

John and Elaineôs only child, Russell G. Bell lives in the Richmond, Virginia, area with his 

daughter Charlotte Bell. 
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Russell G. Bell and Charlotte Bell 

 

Lee died at 4 AM on Wednesday, 17 December 1958 at the Hotel Richmond the night after being 

discharged at 12 Noon from the hospital following a heart attack which occurred on his birthday, 

December 5th.  Lee, followed by Anna and later, Edith were all buried at Forest Lawn Cemetery, 

Richmond, Virginia. 

 

Lee Paschallôs will was probated by the Richmond, Virginia, Circuit Court.  Leeôs daughter Anna 

Paschall Bell and the family members Edith Paschall, Anna Paschall Bell, and John Paschall Bell, 

as well as Leeôs still living sisters, Virginia Paschall Hicks and Mary Paschall Perkinson were 

named in the will.  Two corporate secretaries, Anne Barlow Gray of Wise Contracting and Clara 

D. Hitchens of Richmond Hotels were also named, as well as a number of worthy organizations: 

 

¶ Crippled Childrenôs Hospital, Richmond 

¶ Virginia Home for the Incurables, Richmond 

¶ Roanoke College, Salem, Virginia 

¶ Sheltering Arms Hospital, Richmond, Virginia 

¶ Jerusalem Methodist Church, Paschall, North Carolina 

¶ Shriners Hospitals, Greenville, South Carolina 

 

The Paschalls lived at 2716 Monument Ave, Richmond, Virginia, which was designed by 

Richmond architect M. E. Wright and constructed in 1925 by Paschallôs Wise Granite and 

Construction Company using a brick exterior.  Prior to 1925 they lived at 2228 Park Avenue, the 

Hotel Richmond, and 2510 Monument Avenue in Richmond.  

 

When Lee wanted to relax away from Richmond he would retire to his fishing camp located on 

the high bluff overlooking the northeast shore of Wests Lake, Old Church, Hanover County, 

Virginia.   

 

This lake was a joy to fish, especially with a fly rod.  Two flat bottom wooden skiffs, moored in a 

tin sided boat house, were available for use.  The boat house was located just west of the camp 
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house which was perched high on a hill.   Many notables were guests at the lake, including Samuel 

T. Rayburn, Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

James M. P. Coleman, III, the author of this book, first visited this lake in 1947 as a one year old 

baby and returned many times over the years to fish and camp.  During a visit in 2014 it was 

determined by the author that the Paschall camp house and boat house were no longer present, 

having been supplanted by modern, residential structures. 

 

When not working or relaxing Lee found time to serve on many professional organizations such 

as The Builders' Exchange Association of Virginia, President, 1928 ï 1931, and the Associated 

General Contractors of America, Treasurer, 1921-1922. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

View From Lee Paschallôs Fishing Camp 

 

In 1931, the Presidency of The Builders' Exchange Association of Virginia would pass to John W. 

Russell of Doyle and Russell Inc., a general contractor also located in Richmond.  Paschall and 

Russell would be competitors for the next twenty-seven years.  During the war years they would, 

however, join forces between 1941 and 1943 to build the Pentagon in Washington, District of 

Columbia, and Camp Lee, Virginia. 

 

Leeôs funeral at 3 PM on the Friday following his death was held across the street from his house 

at the First Baptist Church where he attended, but was not a member. Prior to the funeral he was 

in repose in the homeôs front parlor with the church in view out the front window.  Lee was a 

member of the Jerusalem Methodist Church in Paschall, North Carolina. 

 

The funeral was attended by James Michael Paschall Coleman, III, the author of this book, who 

remembers the church sanctuary as being filled to capacity.  The sermon was preached by the 

churchôs senior pastor Dr. Theodore F. Adams.   

 

Governor James Lindsay Almond Jr. of Virginia served as an honorary pallbearer. Active 

pallbearers included Daniel E. Spry, manager of the Hotel King Carter ; Walter Herman, manager 

of the Hotel John Marshall;  Harry A. Simkins, manager of the Hotel Richmond; Lafayette 

Granvell Maxey, purchasing manager of Richmond Hotels, Inc.; A. N. Tuttle, general 

superintendent of construction, Wise Contracting Company and C. C. Young, also a general 

superintendent of construction  and later a Vice President of Wise Contracting Company. 
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From 1936 to 1968, Dr. Adams served as senior pastor of Richmondôs First Baptist Church, and 

was much beloved and respected in Richmond.  In 1955 Dr. Adams was named the first Virginia 

Baptist to serve as the president of the Baptist World Alliance.   

 

Lee Paschall was both personally and professionally well-known to Dr. Adams, having built the 

churchôs expansion in the 1940s and also having helped bring Billy Graham to Richmond during 

April and May of 1956.  Leeôs company, Wise Contracting Company, had also built the elevated 

stage from which Dr. Graham preached at Richmondôs City Stadium. 

 

An example of the joint activities of Lee Paschall and Theodore Adams is shown by their 

attendance at the funeral of Willis Fleming, then from the Western Branch-West Norfolk area of 

Portsmouth, Virginia. Willis was born into a former slave family on 25 April 1865, in Manson, 

Warren County, North Carolina.  He worked primarily as a farm laborer in Nutbush from the 1870s 

through the 1880s.  He then moved to Portsmouth, and was employed by the Virginia Smelting 

Company.  Lee Paschall and Theodore Adams were pallbearers at his funeral. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Residence Of  Lee Paschall, 2716 Monument Ave, Richmond, Virginia 

 

 

                                                                                 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                               

 

 

 

                                                                Gravestones 

         Lee Paschall, Forest Lawn Cemetery           Edith Paschall, Forest Lawn Cemetery 
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                                                                 Gravestones 

Anna Lee Paschall Bell, Forest Lawn Cemetery, Richmond 

 

The history of Wise Contracting Company is part and parcel to understanding the history of the 

authorôs family since four descendants of Annie Coleman would be employed by Lee Paschallôs 

Wise Contracting Company.  In addition, the company would establish a granite quarry outside of 

Wise, North Carolina, which impacted the local economy and building designs across the Warren 

County area. 

 

DeArcie Paul Coleman in 1917, James Michael Paschall Coleman in 1917, James Michael 

Paschall Coleman, Jr., during 1946-1961, and James Michael Paschall Coleman, III, during the 

summer of 1963 would all work for Wise Contracting Company. 

 

In addition to this direct employment, Lee Paschall arranged for the employment of both James 

Michael Paschall Coleman Sr. and DeArcie Paul Coleman at Virginia Engineering Company in 

Newport News through the business association of Lee with Lloyd Noland, Jr., of Newport News, 

who was Chairman of both the Board of the Virginia Engineering Company and Richmond Hotels, 

Inc.   

 

DeArcie Paul Coleman would later work for Noland Company, a large plumbing supply company 

which furnished materials for many of Wise Contracting Companyôs projects.  Lloyd Noland, Sr., 

followed by Lloyd Noland, Jr. of Newport News were also President of Noland Company. 
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                                                                                                Lloyd U. Noland, Jr. 

 

 

                                Lloyd U. Noland, Sr.   

    

Both Chairman of the Board, Virginia Engineering Company and Richmond Hotels, Inc. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                   Lloyd U. Noland, Sr., Peninsular Memorial Park, 

Newport News, Virginia 

 

Before starting in the construction business Lee Paschall moved away from the family farm in 

1895, at the age of 16 and began working as a salesman in a general store.  Two years later in early 

1897, he joined the engineering corps of the Richmond, Petersburg and Carolina Railroad and 

helped lay tracks for a short period of time from Richmond to Norlina for one dollar per day. 
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During the summer of 1897, Lee went to work cutting timber for his brother J. R. Paschall.  After 

a summer in the woods, Lee went to Warrenton Male Academy under the leadership of noted 

educator John Graham to begin his preparation to enter medical school. 

 

Then, with an offer of 2 dollars per day, Lee began building the Roanoke River bridge, a short 

distance from his home in Merry Mount.  Soon he was with the Western Maryland Railroad as a 

construction engineer.  While working in West Virginia, Lee met his wife, Edith Turner. 

 

He then joineò the Virginia Railroad as Resident Engineer in the Roanoke office.  In 1905 Lee 

returned to Wise, North Carolina, and joined his brothers and their recently formed Wise Granite 

Company.  Lee and Edith Turner married in 1906. 

 

Wise Granite Company, Wise Granite and Construction Company, and the 

Wise Contracting Company 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Wise Granite and Construction Company Letterhead, 1914 

 

Wise Granite Company was incorporated in 1902.  The hand written charter was penned by Robert 

Hill  Michael Paschall (1838 ï 1904).   The other owners of this company were Lee Paschall (1878 

ï 1958), John Robert Paschall (1872-1956) and Wallace T. Paschall. The charter of the company 

was amended in 1906.  The amendment shows Thomas Gresham as President and J. R. Paschall 

as Secretary.  Lee Paschall purchased half interest in the company a year later in 1907.  

 

The Pascòall brothers continued quarry operationsñin Wise, north Carolina, but began construction 

work, first in Warren County, North Carolina, and later in Richmond, Virginia. 

 

Lee supervised the 1908 construction of the Sharon-Wise Baptist Churchôs new home in Wise, 

North Carolina, which was constructed with granite.  Granite for the new church was from the 

Wise Granite Companyôs quarry located east of the F. L. Hicks (Saw) Mill. 
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                                   1910                                                                2020 

                                         Sharon-Wise Baptist Church, Wise, NC 

 

Other granite, noncommercial structures, built in the 1908-1909 period by Lee Paschall and the 

Wise Granite Company, include the Richmond residence of his brother John R. Paschall and their 

business partner, Thomas Gresham.  These two structures are located across the street from one 

another in Ginter Park on Seminary Avenue in Richmond.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

           Residence Of John Robert Paschall                 Residence Of Thomas Gresham 

                       3500 Seminary Ave                                         3501 Seminary Ave 

                         Richmond, VA.                                                 Richmond, VA. 

 

The first documented business relationship between John R. ñBobò Paschall and his business 

partner, Thomas Gresham was in 1905 with the Hawtree Lumber Company, Inc. of Richmond, 

Virginia, followed by the Westmoreland Lumber Company in 1907. 

 

Another example of a granite residence is the 1911 Mecklenburg County, Virginia, home of John 

R. Paschall, built just across the Virginia border from Merry Mount, North Carolina, on 1,600 
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acres of land.  The house can easily be seen from the north end of Paschall Station Road in Warren 

County. This home was part of the Granite Hall Farms Corporation, of which J. R. ñBobò Paschall 

was President.  This business venture would become insolvent. Thomas Gresham would acquire 

this property after the insolvency was finalized by the Supreme Court of Appeals of Virginia on 

30 September 1929. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Establishment of Granite Hall Farms Corporation 

News and Observer, 5 October 1912 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                        

                Residence Of John Robert Paschall                       Gate Marker, Granite Hall 

             Granite Hall, Mecklenburg County, VA                                       

 

Thomas Gresham, Sr., born on 27 March 1867, in Chesterfield County, Virginia, the son of Major 

William Abner Gresham, CSA.  Thomas attended school in Chesterfield and Dinwiddie Counties 

until the age of thirteen.  Following school he worked as a farmhand and then as a sawmill worker.  

At the age of eighteen Thomas worked for three years in the mercantile business with his dad in 

Charlotte, North Carolina. 

 

He was graduated from Richmond College and then for several years assistant manager of 

Gresham's eating house in Charlotte, North Carolina.  Under the tutorage of his uncle, Clarence 

Gresham, Thomas learned the hospitality business. Afterwards, Thomas went to George 

Washington Law School from which he graduated in 1894. Mr. Gresham however, did not enter 

the law profession for later in 1894 he was in charge of the Seaboard Air Line railroad eating house 

in Monroe, North Carolina, along with John McKee Jamison, who was three years older. 
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The Gresham Hotel Company was under the control of Thomasôs uncle, Clarence Gresham of 

Norwood. Some twenty-five Seaboard Air Line railroad eating houses and associated hotels 

stretched across the southern states from Richmond to Savannah and as far west as Knoxville.  The 

largest of these establishments included the St. Johnôs at Charleston, the Central Hotel at Florence, 

the Monterey at Mt. Airy, Georgia and later, the Southern Air Line Hotel at Hamlet, North 

Carolina.  Clarenceôs son, Edwin Beverly Gresham was also part of the company. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. Johnôs at Charleston, South Carolina 

 

These eating houses were generally located next to the Seaboard Air Line tracks. Trains would 

stop and take on water.  During their stop the passengers and crews would de-train and eat.  Before 

the inclusion of dining cars on passenger trains became common practice, a rail passenger's only 

option for meal service in transit was to patronize one of the roadhouses located near the railroad's 

watering stations. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Southern Air Line. Hotel, Front, Hamlet, North Carolina 
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Southern Air Line Hotel, Back, Hamlet, North Carolina 

 

The story of the 1894 partnership of Thomas Gresham and Mr. John Jamison is interesting.  In 

many ways it would be duplicated in the early 1900s by a similar partnership of Thomas Gresham 

and Lee Paschall along with Charles Whitted. 

 

John McKee Jamison rose from a young man without capital to a highly successful business man 

of only to succumb to a tragic accident. After spending the years of early manhood in Mecklenburg 

county where he was born, Jamison went to Monroe, North Carolina, in 1894 with Thomas 

Gresham, the recently graduated young lawyer from Charlotte. 

 

Each, it is said, had just $ 10 in money. They pooled their assets and opened a railroad eating house 

in Monroe, North Carolina. This was successful and later they moved to Hamlet, North Carolina, 

where they established the Seaboard Air Line hotel. This they operated together until about 1906.  

 

In the meantime, Mr. Gresham and his brother had established the Hotel Norlina in 1900 with the 

later assistance of former Seaboard Air Line Train Master Charles Whitted in 1910 and those two 

eating houses had become famous throughout the Seaboard system for the quality of service and 

fare.  Mr. Gresham then sold out his interest in the Hamlet hotel to Mr. Jamison, who had by then 

accumulated a considerable fortune. 

 

A few years later Mr. Jamison sold the Hamlet Hotel to Clarence Gresham and moved to 

Greensboro where he acquired an interest in the Huffine Hotel. He lived there about a year and 

then went to Charlotte in 1908 to established the Stonewall Hotel. The Stonewall stood right next 

to the Southern Railroad Passenger Depot on West Trade Street. He then bought the Hotel Vance 

in Henderson, North Carolina from Lee Paschall and Charles F. Whitted immediately before its 

opening day.  Jamison was also a director of the Charlotte Commercial National Bank. 
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On 28 June 1912 at 11:45 AM, the northbound local freight train 62 crashed into an automobile at 

the crossing at Newell, 8 miles west of the city, instantly killing John McKee Jamison.  The funeral 

at the Second Presbyterian church of Charlotte was attended by both Thomas Gresham of 

Richmond and Clarence Gresham of Norwood, North Carolina.  

 

At the time of his death Jamison was preparing to build a $ 20,000 granite home on a two acre lot 

in Myers Park near the house of Edwin Beverly Gresham and the automobile party had just visited 

the site. The returned through the city, having left the park at 11:15 AM, and Mr. Jamison, 

remarking that it was still some time until dinner, suggested that they take a spin. In pursuance of 

this plan, he headed the car out on the Newell road where he was fatally injured. 

 

As mentioned on the previous page, Mr. Gresham moved to Norlina, North Carolina, where he 

and his twenty-one year old brother, Floyd Meadow Gresham built the Norlina Hotel located 

directly south of the Seaboard Air Line Railway and the Raleigh-Gaston Railroad tracks at the 

point that it formed the Ridgeway Junction in Norlina.  The land was leased from Seaboard 

Railway for thirty years at five dollars per year by Gresham and John Jamison. 

 

The hotel contained thirty rooms, a huge lobby and a large dining room. The lobby contained a 

beautiful  marble fireplace which became its focal point.  The hotel was a two story, grey framed 

building with green shutters covering the bottom half of each window. The front of the building 

had a large bowed porch with similar porches on the sides and rear. A neatly trimmed green hedge 

bordered the front of the hotel. The hotel was considered quite luxurious for it had one bathroom 

upstairs and one downstairs.  Wood stoves heated the building at first, to be followed by radiators.  

 

After construction was completed, Thomas would stay in Norlina to manage the hotel until 1910 

when he was preparing for his move with the brothers, John R. ñBobò Paschal and Lee Paschall, 

to Richmond in 1912.  In August of 1910, the management of the Norlina Hotel was assumed by 

Charles Felix Whitted.   

 

Whitted was born 21 October 1875 in Buck Horn, North Carolina.  At the age of seventeen he was 

a brakeman on the Norfolk and Western, and at nineteen he became a brakeman with the Seaboard 

Air Line.  At the age of twenty he was promoted to Freight Conductor, followed by Baggage 

Master, Passenger Conductor and then Train Master of the Second Division on 9 August 1903. He 

was living in Raleigh in 1905 while working for the Seaboard Air Line.   

 

Transitioning into the hospitality business, Whitted had joined the Gresham's eating house 

management in Charlotte, North Carolina, between 1905 and 1908.  In 1910 he moved to Norlina 

to manage the Hotel Norlina. 

 

In celebration of the times, on 3 August 1910, a ñPorch Partyò was hosted by Mr. and Mrs. Whitted 

in honor of their niece, Miss Mollie Lewis Whitted of San Antonio, Texas.  The covered piazza 

on the right side of the above photograph was festooned with chains and garlands of American 

Beauty roses.  A caterer from Norfolk furnished the food. The normal head waiter was ñEliò Forsey 

of Shelby, North Carolina. Eli had started work at the Hotel Norlina on New Yearôs Day, 1900. 
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Hotel Norlina, Norlina, North Carolina 

Next To Railroad, Prior To Relocation 

Green Hedge, Window Shutters and Covered Piazza Shown 

The Warren Record, 6 July 2016 Updated 13 July 2016 

 

The guests included John R. ñBobò Paschall, Lee Paschall, and DeArcie Paul Coleman. Lee 

Paschall and Thomas Gresham must have thought highly of Charles Whitted for his assignments 

to other hotels followed in swift succession. 

 

Hotel Norlina (original) Norlina, NC  1910 

Hotel Vance  Henderson, NC  1911 

Proctor Hotel  Greenville NC  1913 

Claremont Hotel   Sumter, SC  1913-1920  

Hotel William Byrd Richmond, VA  1925- 

R. E. Lee Hotel  Lexington, VA  192x-1930 

Hotel Norlina (rebuilt) Norlina, NC  July, 1930 

 

The Hotel Norlina was built in 1900 by Thomas and Floyd Gresham prior to the formation of Wise 

Granite Company of Wise, North Carolina. 

 

The Hotel Vance was constructed in 1910 to 1911 at a cost of $ 40,000 by Wise Granite Company 

of Wise, North Carolina. Authorized capital stock was owned by J. R. ñBobò Paschall, Lee 

Paschall and Charles F. Whitted.  On 22 September 1910 it was announced that C. F. Whitted 

would be the hotel manager upon its opening. The Hotel Vance was, however, sold on 21 March 

1911 to John Jamison who assumed the managerôs position upon opening. 
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Lee Paschallôs Wise Granite and Construction Company built the $ 135,000 Claremont Hotel in 

1912 and Whitted and Thomas Gresham were majority owners. 

 

Lee Paschallôs Wise Granite and Construction Company also built the $ 1,500,000  Hotel William 

Byrd in 1924 to 1925 and Thomas Gresham was the President of the Hotel Richmond Realty 

Company (holding company). 

 

Wise Granite and Construction Company then built the $ 250,000 R. E. Lee Hotel in 1926 and 

Paschall was made a member of the hotelôs board of directors. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hotel William Byrd, News and Observer, Raleigh, North Carolina 

                                                             30 October 1925 

 

Charles F. Whitted purchased the Hotel Norlina upon the expiration of its land lease on 13 August 

1929 and its subsequent sale at auction.  He then had the hotel dismantled and then reconstructed 

with a brick exterior at its present location at the corner of US Hwy 1 and North Carolina Hwy 

156.  This new hotel opened on 5 July 1930 with Mr. and Mrs. Whitted as owners and managers. 

Charles would die at home in Norlina on 16 February 1933.  Mrs. Whitted would continue with 

the management of the hotel.  This building is still standing but is not currently occupied. 
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Hotel Norlina, Norlina, NC 

(After Its Dismantling and Relocation in 1930 to the corner of US Hwy 1 and NC 156) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hotel Norlina, Norlina, NC 

(Recent Photograph at the corner of US Hwy 1 and NC 156) 
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                Thomas Gresham, Sr., 1923      Lelia Gluyas Gresham 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                              Signature Thomas Gresham, Sr. 

 

The sawmill, construction and hotel management experience of Thomas Gresham, Sr., would play 

a role in his successful business relationship with Lee Paschall of Wise Granite and Construction 

Company and Richmond Hotels, Inc.  Since he came from a respected Civil War era Virginia 

family with roots in Richmond, all of which were important for business success, the decision to 

move the construction company to Richmond rather than Raleigh is understandable. 

 

Thomasô wife, Lelia E. Gluyas was from Mecklenburg County, North Carolina.  The Greshamôs 

oldest son, Clarence, was born 9 October 1895, in Monroe, North Carolina, and was killed in 1910 

at Norlina, North Carolina, in a railroad accident at the age of fourteen.  The youngest son, Thomas 

Haskins Gresham, Jr., was born on 30 June 1897 while Thomas and Lelia were in Chester, South 

Carolina. 

 

Thomas Gresham, Sr., died at the Capitol Hotel in Richmond, on 14 January 1945.  Lelia Gresham, 

his wife, died in Charlotte, North Carolina on 22 October 1960.  Their son, Thomas H. Gresham, 

Jr., was associated with Wise Granite and Construction in the early days and was later in the hotel 

business in Richmond. 
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Thomas Gresham, Sr. 

Saint Marks Episcopal Church Cemetery 

Huntersville, North Carolina 

 

Thomas H. Gresham, Jr., died at 4:00 AM on 17 September 1955 in his home at 1810 Park Avenue 

in Richmond, Virginia following a fall down the stairs five minutes earlier. He was President of 

Capitol Hotels, Inc.  The Capitol Hotel, built in 1910, was located at 720 E. Grace, across the street 

from the Wise Contracting Company, located in the Paschall Building at 719 E. Grace Street.  The 

Capitol Hotel building was formerly part of the Murphyôs Hotel complex. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thomas H. Gresham, Jr 

Hollywood Cemetery 

Richmond, Virginia 
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The Capitol Hotel 

Across From Wise Contracting Company 

 

The accidental death of Thomas H. Gresham followed the accidental death of his brother Clarence 

which occurred some 45 years earlier. Of additional interest is that Thomas Gresham Jr.ôs wife 

was Courtenay Norton Marshall, a descendant of Chief Justice John Marshall and a resident of 

Richmond.  She was the same age as Lee Paschallôs daughter Anna Lee and the two girls attended 

the Collegiate School For Girls together.  Undoubtedly, Courtenay met her future husband through 

her friendship with Anna Lee.  

 

Focusing back to the early years of Wise Granite, business must have been good.  In October of 

1912 it was reported in the Granite Cuttersô Journal that ñbusiness continues to be goodò  and 

ñMr. Paschall gave us the raise we asked forò.   Also, in August of 1913, both Thomas Gresham, 

Sr., and John R. Paschall and their families travelled together to Europe. 

 

In 1912, Lee Paschall reorganized the company as a Virginia Corporation named the Wise Granite 

and Construction Company. Thomas Gresham, Sr., was President of Wise Granite and 

Construction Company and Lee Paschall was Vice President and Treasurer. Walter Parry Wright 

Sr. was Secretary and would continue as such until his death in 1941. 
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The Company was first located at the American National Bank Building, 1001 East Main, Room 

921 and then Room 1005 in Richmond.  During this time period Lee Paschall lived at 2228 Park 

Avenue in Richmond.  This was a very modest house as compared to the Seminary Avenue homes 

of his business partners. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First Richmond Office 

Wise Granite and Construction Company 

American National Bank Building 

Richmond, Virginia 

 

By 1919 Gresham had moved from his Seminary Avenue home to his new home at 2330 

Monument Avenue. John R. Paschall had used the proceeds of the sale of his interest in the Wise 

Granite and Construction Company to move on to other endeavors.   

 

John R. Paschall was then partnered with Thomas Gresham, Sr., in the ownership of Hamilton 

Ridge Lumber Corporation of  Richmond.  John was Treasurer of Hamilton Ridge and Thomas 

Gresham was President. 

 

The Hamilton Ridge Lumber Corporation was a Virginia corporation operating a sawmill and 

lumber plant in South Carolina. This company provided employment for DeArcie Paul Coleman 

(1891 - 1976) at its Estill, South Carolina, facility during the 1916-1917 period.  It was adjudicated 

a bankrupt in the District Court of the United States for the Eastern District of Virginia, on 1 June 

1923. 

 

In addition, John R. ñBobò Paschall was President of Wingo, Ellett and Crump Shoe Company of 

Richmond; was a Director along with Thomas Gresham, Sr., at Fidelity Loan and Savings 
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Company of Richmond, was a Director of Union Securities and Reality Corporation of Richmond, 

of which Thomas Gresham was President; was associated with Hilton-Dodge Lumber Company 

of Savannah, Georgia, and was a Director of the Firemanôs Mutual Aid Association of Richmond. 

 

The Wingo, Ellett & Crump Shoe Company, of 1308 Main Street, was a jobbing house originally 

established as a partnership in 1870, and chartered as a corporation in 1891, with $ 150,000 capital 

stock. 

 

John Paschallôs association with Gresham began to decline with the Granite Hall Farms 

Corporation default of 1 May 1920, on bonds owned by the Virginia Trust Company.  Gresham 

purchased the Granite Hall Farms Corporation properties and was a witness in a suit by the 

Virginia Trust Company against John R. Paschall.  This corporation had been formed in October 

of 1912 to cultivate lands, raise stock and produce in Virginia and other states. 

 

A further decline in the Gresham - John Paschall business relationship occurred three years after 

the Granite Hall Farms Corporation default. Hamilton Ridge Lumber Corporation was determined 

to be bankrupt in the District Court of the United States for the Eastern District of Virginia on 1 

June 1923. 

 

Then in 1927 J. R. Paschall was charged with embezzlement of bonds in the amount of $25,000 

related to his purchase of 60,000 acres of land in Georgia by the Camden Land and Cattle 

Company. The juryôs guilty verdict was set aside by the presiding judge. A retrial was not held. 

Former Virginia Bar Association President Edward P. Buford represented Paschall. The trial was 

front page news in Richmond. 

 

A precursor to these financial problems for J. R. Paschall was the 1919 sale at auction of the 

Paschall farmland at Paschall Station which was in Merry Mount.  This land was part of the 

original R. H. M. Paschall estate. 

 

Based on the farmland description, it is believed that this land was acquired, mostly intact, by 

Wallace Paschall.  Wallace Paschall would be listed in the 1920 Census as living on the Old St. 

Tammany Road.  This road is known today as the Paschall Station Road. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                               Auction of Paschall Farmland 

                                                                                 Richmond Times Dispatch  

                                                                        24 January 1919 
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John Paschall was no longer living in Richmond in 1921 having moved back to Warren County, 

North Carolina.  He continued in the real estate and timber business when he returned to Warren 

County.   

 

In addition, he operated a store in Wise, the J. R. Paschall Company, at which H. Evans Coleman 

worked  His wife operated the ñCarolina Tourist Homeò located on the U.S. Highway 1, just south 

of Wise, North Carolina. 

 

John R. Paschall died on 7 February 1956 in Warrenton, North Carolina, from injuries suffered 

when he was struck by an automobile, fracturing his pelvis, seven weeks prior to his death. 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                      J. R. Paschallôs 

                                                                                    Carolina Tourist Home, U.S. Hwy 1 

                                                                                     South Of Wise, NC 

                                                                                  Exterior 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                

 

 

      J.R. Paschallôs 

                                                                                  Carolina Tourist Home, U.S. Hwy 1 

                                                                                    South Of Wise, NC 

                                                                                   Interior of Front Parlor 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The period during which the United States was active in World War I found the Wise Granite and 

Construction Company actively involved in Construction work for the Navy.  

 

Most notable was the cantonment construction for the Navy at the old Jamestown Exposition 

location at Sewellôs Point.  Following this original assignment the Company worked between 1917 

to 1919 constructing facilities in the Norfolk area.  They were released in 1919 for non-government 

projects. 
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Employment Advertisement 

Raleigh News and Observer, 17 May 1918 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Marcellus E. Wright Announcement 

Richmond Times Dispatch, 15 January 1919 

 

The period of the 1920s and 1930s brought many opportunities for noted architect Marcellus E. 

Wright, Sr., and Wise Granite and Construction Company to work together transforming the 

Virginia skyline.   Wright began his own firm, Wright and Hoffman, in 1912 after completing his 
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education at the University of Pennsylvania.  It was announced on 15 January 1919 that Marcellus 

Wright become associated with the firm and ñhas charge of our Designing and Engineering 

Departmentò. 

 

Richmond Hotels, Inc., would commission Mr. Wright to design the Hotel William Byrd in 1925, 

the Hotel  John Marshall in 1929. These two hotels were also built by Wise Granite and 

Construction Company. 

 

Marcellus E. Wright, Sr., was also responsible for the design of a number of other significant 

Richmond buildings which were built by the Wise Granite and Construction Company including 

the Johnston Willis Sanitarium, the ACCA Temple Mosque at Monroe Park, a residence for Lee 

Paschall at 2716 Monument Avenue and the Westmoreland Club renovation. In addition, he 

designed the Chamberlin-Vanderbilt Hotel which opened in 1928 at Old Point Comfort. 

 

Lee. Paschall was a member of the Westmoreland Club, which was conveniently located a block 

up Grace Street from the Wise office.  The club, named after the home county of Robert E. Lee, 

was formed in the 1880s at the Lyons-Stanard house at 601 East Grace Street. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Westmoreland Club, 1920, 601 East Grace Street, Richmond, Virginia 

The Westmoreland Club was established in 1877 by a group of gentlemen in search of a convivial 

place to share reminiscences of their Civil War service. First located in the Norman Stewart house 

at 707 East Franklin Street, in 1879 the Club moved to the Greek Revival Lyons-Stanard mansion 

at Sixth and Grace.  

Here it remained until 1937, when the Depression and the deaths of many long term members led 

to an attrition that no longer supported the Club's facilities. Through an arrangement with the 

Commonwealth Club (founded in 1889), interested Westmoreland Club members were allowed to 

transfer their membership with a waived initiation fee.  

The Westmoreland Club's valuable art collection of portraits of renowned Virginians and 

Confederate heroes was loaned indefinitely to the Commonwealth Club, where it still remains.  

This collection was originally acquired by a club committee headed by sculptor and historian 

Edward V. Valentine.  
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In 1934 Wise Granite and Construction Company relocated to 122 N. 8th Street, Room 202. This 

building, fronting on East Grace Street was built by Wise in 1925 for their future office building.  

This was a corner building, which was built next to three story Victorian style homes common to 

East Grace Street in the 1920s. 

 

At that time of this relocation Wise Contracting Company took over from and supplanted Wise 

Granite and Construction Company.  Lee Paschall was the new companyôs Manager.  Wise Granite 

and Construction Company, continued for a few years also at 122 N. 8th Street, Room 202 in 

Richmond. 

 

Later in 1937 Lee was named President and A. W. Noble was Vice President. A.M. Barlow was 

Secretary of the Company. They continued to be located at 122 N. 8th Street, Room 202.  Al Nobles 

was a trusted manager who Lee brought into Wise Contracting Company from Richmond Hotels, 

Inc. 

 

They continued at this address until they moved in 1947 around the corner in the same building to 

719 E. Grace Street.  Their new address was in the same building that was built in 1925 by Wise 

Granite and Construction for Lee Paschall.  

 

Now they had grown large enough to occupy the entire building utilizing the more prestigious 

Grace Street entrance.  Walbruôs Coffee Shoppe and other restaurants had previously used the 719 

E. Grace Street storefront since June, 1930. 

 

During World War II Wise Contracting Company was one of the three principle contractors which 

built the Pentagon in Washington, DC.  It was estimated by Lee Paschall in a 1951 interview with 

the Commonwealth Magazine that the company was ñinvolved with $ 200,000,000 worth of 

constructionò since the beginning of the war. 

 

During the war years Wise Contracting Company formed strategic alliances with Doyle and 

Russell Inc. of Richmond and with Virginia Engineering Company of Newport News, Virginia. 

 

Hobert Elliott Doyle, a civil engineer from Virginia Military Institute and John Walden Russell 

joined together in 1925 to form their new company.  The Doyle and Russell contracting company's 

first major project was the Central National Bank building, at twenty-one stories often considered 

Richmond's first skyscraper. Completed in June, 1930, the art deco building also housed the offices 

of Doyle and Russell, Inc. That same year the firm joined the long delayed project to construct the 

Virginia War Memorial Carillon. Doyle and Russell completed the Georgian Revival style tower, 

located in Richmond's Byrd Park, in September, 1932. 

 

Lloyd Noland, Sr., of Newport News formed Noland-Clifford Company in 1915 and changed its 

name to Virginia Engineering Company in 1924.  He had moved to Newport News, VA in 1904 

at age 19 to work as a plumber at the Newport News Shipbuilding and Drydock company. At age 

26, he left an engineering job in Newport News to start Noland-Clifford Company with a partner, 

T. B. Clifford, and a capital investment of $ 10,000. 
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Seeing a need for a wholesale distributor, Noland then opened Newport Plumbing & Mill Supply 

Co. in 1919. In 1922, this became the Noland Company. By the time of his death in 1952, Casey 

Noland had built a company with 25 locations. Mr. Nolan became a director of the Chamberlin 

Hotel on the grounds of Fort Monroe in Hampton in June, 1927.  

 

In February, 1934, he was elected president and chairman of the board of directors of the Virginia 

State Chamber of Commerce. By then, he also was president of Citizens-Maxine-Jefferson Bank 

and Schmelz Liquidating Corporation. He was vice president of Old Dominion Land Company, 

Hotel Warwick Corporation, Newport News Theatre Corporation, and Southern Wholesalers 

Association.  

 

He was also chairman of the boards of the Virginia Engineering Company, Richmond Hotels 

Corporation, and Tidewater Construction Company, and a director of the Central National Bank 

of Richmond.  

 

He served as Chairman of the Board until his death in 1952, after which Lloyd Noland Jr. assumed 

those responsibilities. Both father and son served as Chairman of both the Board of the Virginia 

Engineering Company and Richmond Hotels, Inc.  Lee Paschall, President of Wise Contracting 

Company, also served as President of  Richmond Hotels, Inc. 

 

Joint projects during the war with Doyle and Russell Inc. included the $ 65 million Pentagon 

Building in Washington, D.C.; the $ 17 million General, Holding and Reconsignment depots near 

Richmond; the $ 12.6 million Camp Lee Replacement Center, the $ 17 million Newport News 

Staging Area; and  the $ 1.6 million Portsmouth Housing Project.  

 

Joint projects during the war with Virginia Engineering. included the $ 27 million under contract 

Noy-4168 for ammunition facilities; warehouses; cold storage plant; piers; barracks; naval mine 

warfare school;  a theater; officersô quarters; 1,460 unit housing development in Ferguson and 

Cookôs Terrace. 

 

On 22 April 1943 the Army-Nany ñEò flag for ñoutstanding performance in wartime constructionò 

was awarded to Wise Contracting Company and Virginia Engineering. 
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Army-Navy ñEò Award Letter, 22 April 1943 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lee Paschall (L), Navy, and Virginia Engineering Officials With Army-Navy ñEò Flag 
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Lee Paschallôs Wise Contracting Company 

Virginia Record, Richmond, Virginia, May, 1960 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lloyd U. Nolandôs Virginia Engineering Company  

Virginia Record, Richmond, Virginia, May, 1960 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Paschall Building, 1930, Walbruôs Coffee Shoppe. 

Wise Contracting Co. Would Move Into The Old Walbruôs Grace Street Space in 1947 
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The 122 N. 8th Street Entrance Of Wise Granite And Construction Company  

Is Shown Above Arrow, Behind The Street Lamp.  This Entire Building Was Owned  

By Lee Paschall And Was Known As The Paschall Building.  

View Shown Is Toward The South Down The Hill On North 8th Street From Grace Street.  

This Building Has Been Demolished And Replaced By An Expansion Of The Bell Telephone 

Company Building.  The Narrow Building, 118 North 8th Street, South Of The Paschall 

Building, Still Stands Today. 

 

After the war years the companyôs net revenue averaged $ 10,000,000 per year according to 

Paschall in a 1954 interview with William Bien of Richmondôs Time Dispatch.  

 

Following the war James M. Coleman, Jr., a great nephew of Lee Paschall, joined the firm.  James 

had been a Resident Engineer at the Radford Ordnance Works and Camp Pickett, rising to the rank 

of Lieutenant Colonel in five years with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers.   

 

This young, thirty year old Lieutenant Colonel of Engineers with two engineering degrees from 

North Carolina State College of Agriculture and Engineering of the University of North Carolina, 

a Professional Engineer License, and contacts throughout the state was to help with the expected 

post war building boom, and after a suitable period, was likely to be made an officer of the 

company.  

 

The firm also recruited purchasing agent Ray Wallace, Sr., who had worked with James at the 

Radford Ordnance Works and was a trusted associate.  Jim Coleman had the first office to the left 

beyond the reception area, and Ray Wallace, Sr., was located at the first desk to the right beyond 

the reception area. 

 

Since Ray Wallace, Sr., was located at the first desk, he was occasionally asked by Lee Paschall 

as to the time that various employees arrived at the office.  James Coleman would avoid detection 
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by arriving on time but would then immediately leave for the barbershop at 8th and Broad Street 

for a shave and a facial.  He would then return to work fully awake and alert. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(L to R) Ray Wallace, Sr., and James M. Coleman, Jr., Approximately 1953  

At Leon and Eddie's In New York City 

 

Walter Parry Wright Jr., son of the companyôs long time Corporate Treasurer would make his 

mark as an Estimator with Wise.  One company observer related that as a bid deadline approached 

and the pressure to produce an accurate cost estimate increased, Parry would disappear for a few 

days, then reappear, somewhat worse for wear, but ready to finish the estimate. 

 

The same observer also related that in the afternoons James M. Coleman, Jr., would retire to the 

Downtown Club to socialize and conduct informal business.  This private club was located in the 

basement of the nearby Hotel Rueger, which would become the Hotel Raleigh in 1952. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                             Hotel Rueger, And The Downtown Club, Richmond, VA 

 

The club was popular with Richmond business leaders due to its ability to serve liquor and its 

proximity to downtown Richmond and the State Capitol building, just across the street. 
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The uncle of Mary Barrow Coleman ( 1918-2003 ), Judge Beverly Hunter Barrow (1898 ï 1970) 

was also a member of this club and utilized it when he made trips into Richmond from Dinwiddie 

County. 

 

Barrow family friend, George Erick Bell, MD of Wilson, North Carolina, who delivered James 

Michael Paschall Coleman, III (1946 - ), and who was present at the marriage of Mary Barrow and 

James Coleman ( 1918 - 2003 ) was also a visitor to the club. 

 

Conducting business over drinks at the Downtown Club was tolerated but not approved by the 

conservative Lee Paschall.  While such was common in Officer Clubs during World War II, this 

practice in civilian, post-World War II, Richmond was frowned upon by Mr. Paschall.  

 

Among the Companyôs notable projects were : 

 

Municipal and Governmental Buildings and Schools 

 

¶ Anderson College Buildings, Anderson, South Carolina. 

¶ Bettie Davis Wood Hall, University of Richmond, Richmond. 

¶ Boiler Plant, Naval Base, Norfolk, Virginia. 

¶ Camp Lee Quartermaster School, Petersburg, Virginia 

¶ Camp Lee Replacement Center, Petersburg, Virginia 

¶ City Auditorium, Savannah, Georgia. 

¶ Courthouse and Jail, Charleston, West Virginia. 

¶ Federal Office Building, N. Eighth Street, Richmond. 

¶ Glenwood Grade School, Charleston, West Virginia.  

¶ Guard Barracks, Lambert's Point, Norfolk, Virginia. 

¶ Harwood Mill Water Development, Newport News, Virginia. 

¶ John B Cary Elementary School, 3021 Maplewood Avenue, Richmond. 

¶ Labor Camp, Portsmouth, Virginia. 

¶ Mine Storage Building, Pensacola, Florida. 

¶ Newport News Military Staging Area, Newport News, Virginia 

¶ Richard E. Byrd Flying Field Terminal Building, Richmond. 

¶ Springfield School, 608 North 26th Street, Richmond. 

¶ The Blues (First Virginia Regiment) Armory, Seventh Street, Richmond. 

¶ The Pentagon, Washington, District of Columbia. 

¶ Torpedo Storage Houses and Magazines, Pensacola, Florida. 

¶ Training Camp, Naval Operating Base, Norfolk, Virginia. 
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Apartments 

 

¶ Chastleton Apartments, Washington, District of Columbia. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chastleton Apartments, 2020 

¶ Portsmouth Housing Project, Portsmouth, Virginia. 

¶ Prestwould Apartments, 612 W. Franklin Street, Richmond. 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                              

 

 

 

Prestwould Apartments, 2020 

 

¶ William Byrd Terrace Apartments, Ashland and Elm Street, Richmond 

` 
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Churches 

 

¶ Lutheran Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina. 

¶ Sharon-Wise Baptist Church, Wise, North Carolina. 

 

Hotels 

 

¶ George Washington Hotel, Winchester, Virginia. 

¶ Hicks Hotel, Savannah, Georgia. 

¶ Hotel Claremont, Sumter, South Carolina 

¶ Hotel William Byrd, 2501 W. Broad Street, Richmond. 

¶ John Marshall Hotel, Corner Fifth and Franklin Streets, Richmond. 

¶ Malbourne Hotel, Durham, North Carolina. 

¶ Murphy Hotel Alterations, Richmond. 

¶ Robert E. Lee Hotel, Lexington, Virginia. 

¶ The Chamberlin-Vanderbilt Hotel, Old Point Comfort, Virginia. 

¶ Vance Hotel, Henderson, North Carolina. 

 

Hospitals and Medical Buildings 

 

¶ Columbia Medical Building, Washington, District of Columbia. 

¶ Doctorôs Hospital, Washington, District of Columbia. 

¶ Johnston Willis Sanitarium, 2900 Kensington Avenue, Richmond. 

¶ M.C.V. Clinic Building, Richmond. 

¶ Medical Arts Building, Baltimore, Maryland. 

¶ Medical Arts Building, Norfolk, Virginia. 

¶ Medical Arts Building, Scranton, Pennsylvania. 

¶ Medical Arts Building, Wilmington, Delaware. 

¶ Riverside Hospital, Newport News, Virginia. 

¶ St. Elizabethôs Hospital, 617 W. Grace Street, Richmond. 

¶ Washington Medical Building, Washington, District of Columbia. 

 

Private Residences 

 

¶ Granite Hall, Bracey, Mecklenburg County, Virginia. 

¶ James M. P. Coleman, Jr., 13 Westham Parkway, Richmond. 

¶ John R. Paschall, 3500 Seminary Avenue, Richmond.                                          

¶ Lee Paschall, 2716 Monument Avenue, Richmond. 

¶ Thomas Gresham, 3501 Seminary Avenue, Richmond. 

¶ Samuel L Patterson House, Roanoke Rapids 
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Private Organizations 

 

¶ ACCA Temple, The Mosque, NW Corner Main & Laurel Street, Richmond. 

¶ Westmoreland Club (renovation), 601 E. Grace Street, Richmond. 

 

Businesses and Factories 

 

¶ American Building, 400 - 401 E. Grace Street, Richmond. 

¶ Curles' Neck Dairy Building, Adams and Marshall Streets, Richmond. 

¶ Export Leaf Tobacco Company, Winston-Salem, North Carolina. 

¶ F. W. Graves & Company, Williamston, North Carolina. 

¶ Factory for American Tobacco Company, 2600 - 2618 E. Cary Street, Richmond. 

¶ Factory for Larus Brothers, 2114 - 2116 - 2118 W. Cary Street, Richmond. 

¶ Factory for Southern Biscuit Works, 930 North Mulberry Street, Richmond. 

¶ Factory for Standard Paper Mfg. Company, E. End Decatur Street, Richmond. 

¶ Farmville Development Company, Farmville, North Carolina. 

¶ Imperial Tobacco Company. Oxford, North Carolina. 

¶ Methodist Episcopal Publishing Company, 419 E. Grace Street, Richmond. 

¶ Peck Manufacturing Cotton Mills, Warrenton, North Carolina. 

¶ Reynolds Metals Building, W. Broad Street, Richmond. 

¶ Sears Roebuck & Company, W. Broad Street, Richmond. 

¶ Smith Storage Warehouse, Washington, District  of Columbia. 

¶ Wise Granite and Construction Company, 719 E. Grace Street, Richmond. 

¶ WRVA 300 Foot Wooden Transmitting Tower, Richmond. 

 

While not mentioned in the above list, Wise Contracting Company was heavily involved in the 

construction of the Warrenton Training Center which was established on 1 June 1951, in Fauquier 

County, Virginia.  This facility of underground bunkers was built to support continuity of 

government in the event of a nuclear attack on Washington, D.C.  

 

In addition, this facility was utilized by U.S. government agencies as a communications facility 

and a communications training school. The United States Army manages the center. 

 

Former Lieutenant Colonel James Coleman of Wise Contracting Company travelled frequently to 

this army controlled facility while it was being constructed during period after World War II.  Also 

involved was Ray Wallace, Sr., who had worked with James at the Radford Ordnance Works 

during the war.  Ray Wallace, Jr., as a young boy, accompanied his father on one of these trips 

and vividly recalls the heavily armed U.S. Army security personnel at the facility. 

 

This facility is still in use.  Many aspects of its current use are secret. 
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Lee Paschall With The Staff Of Wise Contracting Company And Richmond Hotels Inc. At 

The Hotel John Marshall Dining Room, Circa 1955 

Right Row (Left To Right): Ray Wallace, Sr. (Purchasing Agent), Anne Barlowe Gray 

(Secretary-Treasurer), Dell Brown, Unknown, Lee Paschall (President) 

Left Row (Left To Right): Clara D. Hitchens, Unknown, Unknown, Phyllis Wright (Sister Of 

W. Parry Wright Jr.-Estimator) 

 

Subsequent to Lee Paschallôs death in 1958 a meeting of the Companyôs stockholders was held in 

February of 1959 to appoint the new President.   James Coleman and Walter Parry Wright Jr. held 

minority positions as company Vice Presidents.  Edith Paschall held the majority of shares.  

Norvon S. Clark of Tennessee was elected President of the company.  Prior to his appointment, 

Mr. Clark headed the New York office of the H. K. Ferguson Company of Cleveland, Ohio. 

 

Edith Paschall later leased the Paschall Building at 719 E. Grace St. to a loan company and then 

sold the building.  The Wise Contracting Company office location was changed to 2007 Brook 

Road in Richmond. 

 

In November of 1964 Norvon Clark moved to New York to assume the role of Assistant to the 

Vice President of Industrial Development for the Southern Railways System. 

 

In 1965 John Paschall Bell, Lee Paschallôs grandson, was made a Vice President in order to re-

establish the Paschall name at the company.  

 

By 1969 the company presidency had been passed to Eugene C. Smith, a longtime employee of 

Wise Contracting Company.  W. Parry Wright Jr. was Vice President along with C. C. Young.  By 

1975 Buford A. Wood had taken over the company presidency. 

 

With net revenue declining due to increased competition from younger and more aggressive 

contractors, Wise was absorbed into J. Kennon Perrin Construction Company of Richmond.  Prior 

to 1980 J. Kennon Perrin was named President. 
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W. Parry Wright-Estimator and Vice President, And His Wife Lillian  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wise Contracting Company 

2007 Brook Road, Richmond, Virginia 
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Richmond Hotels Inc. and Their Properties 

 

In addition to his involvement with Wise Granite and Construction Company, Lee Paschall formed 

a company in 1920, Hotel Richmond Realty Corporation, which was superseded by Richmond 

Hotels. Incorporated, to purchase and operate hotel properties in Richmond.   

 

This diversification would allow for the investment of excess funds generated by the construction 

company and would also utilize the previous experience of business partner Thomas Gresham, 

who had managed the Hotel Norlina in Warren County. Thomas Gresham was President, and Lee 

Paschall was Vice President. 

 

Lee Paschall was named President of Richmond Hotels, Inc. in 1934 and Lloyd U. Noland Sr. was 

named Chairman of the Board. 

 

Noland was President of Noland Company, a large plumbing supply company which furnished 

materials for many of Wise Contracting Companyôs projects.  He was also Chairman of the Board 

of the Virginia Engineering Company.  He acquired controlling interest of Richmond Hotels Inc. 

during the American Bank and Trust liquidation of 1933. 

 

At this time Richmond Hotels Inc. owned and operated the Hotel William Byrd, Hotel Richmond, 

Hotel King Carter and the Hotel John Marshall in Richmond and the Chamberlin Hotel at Old 

Point Comfort, Virginia.   

 

Lee Paschall in his 1954 interview with William Bien of Richmondôs Time Dispatch, related that 

Richmond Hotels Inc. had 1,200 employees, housed 500,000 persons per year and processed 

600,000 pieces of laundry every month.  The companyôs four Richmond hotels contained 1.195 

rooms after the 1955 expansion of the Hotel John Marshall. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(L to R) Clara Denton Hitchens, Secretary, Lee Paschall of Richmond Hotels, Inc. 

Richmond Times dispatch, 11 November 1956 
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Lee Paschall maintained two offices, one at Wise Contracting Company with Anne Barlow Gray 

as secretary and the other in the Hotel Richmond at 9th and Grace Streets with Clara D. Hitchens 

as secretary. 

 

Following Lee Paschallôs death, John Stevenson Lanahan, a 1941 graduate of Duke University, 

was appointed president of Richmond Hotels, Inc. on 20 October 1959.  Following his graduation 

from Duke, Mr. Lanahan attended the Harvard Business School and then became associated with 

Booz, Allen and Hamilton, a nationally known management consultant firm.  This firm had just 

completed an one year study reorganizing the staffs of the individual hotels and the central office 

plus projects for Noland Company. 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                       John S. Lanahan 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Upon his appointment, Mr. Lanahan announced a program of facility modernization that included 

the addition of air conditioning to the John Marshall and a redecorating of the Hotel Richmond 

lobby. 

 

Mr. Lanahan left Richmond Hotels, Inc. in 1969 to join Flagler Systems Inc., a hotel chain whose 

flagship was the Breakers in Palm Beach. 

 

As the focus of Richmond moved westward into the suburbs, and the travelling public became 

enamored with more modern motor hotels such as the Executive Motor Hotel, then located at 5215 

W. Broad Street, the glory days of Richmond Hotels Inc. would soon wane.  All of their hotels 

were to close.  They would later to be refurbished for use as office buildings or condominiums.  

Their basic structures, most constructed by Wise Contracting Company, were deemed worthy of 

reuse. 

 

Perhaps it was the best of times in 1958 for Lee Paschall to pass to a better life, at the top of his 

game in both the construction and hotel business in Richmond.  His death was a loss to Richmond, 

and especially to the Coleman family members who were close to him. 

 

The Chamberlin-Vanderbilt Hotel  (1928) 

 

Following the fire of 7 March 1920 which destroyed the previous structure, the Old Point Comfort 

Hotel Corporation entered into agreement with Wise Granite Construction Company to construct 

the replacement hotel. The Old Point Comfort Hotel Corporation had been chartered on 28 
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February, 1924.  Frank Darling (President of the Bank of Hampton) was president, John Kimberly 

(former owner of the Sherwood Inn) vice-president, and Harry Holt (Vice President of the Bank 

of Hampton) was secretary and treasurer. 

As per the agreement of 1 July 1927, the project was to be completed with furnishings and in a 

state ready to operate by 1 May 1928 at a cost of $ 1,500,000 (Elizabeth City County Deed Book 

80:329].  

 

The hotel was financed through the Maryland Trust Company on an equitable basis. A large 

portion of the common stock ($ 150,000), was obtained by Wise Granite Construction Company 

and Marcellus Wright Sr. to equal the costs they incurred and their share of the profits. 

 

During the 1920s, men often formed "development groups" that assembled to raise money by 

selling and issuing bonds for building hotels and office buildings. Wright, as part of such a group, 

became involved with the designing of the hotel. He participated in a competition with 10 other 

experienced Virginia architects. The landscaping was designed by Charles E. Gillette of Richmond 

with the idea of keeping a colonial atmosphere, as well as in keeping with the stateliness of Fort 

Monroe and the hotel structure itself [The Daily Press, 8 April 1928]. 

 

Construction of the 294 room Chamberlin Hotel, began in 1927 and was completed on 7 April 

1928 by the Wise Granite and Construction Company.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                    Chamberlin Hotel Lobby 

          (Notice Diamond Pattern Marble Floor Common in Marcellus Wright Designs) 
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The Chamberlin-Vanderbilt Hotel opened under the management of Luke Glennon [The Daily 

Press 8 April 1928] and the Old Point Vanderbilt Corporation [Elizabeth City County Deed Book 

83:176]. The Vanderbilt Corporation had hotels in Puerto Rico, Augusta, Georgia, and New York 

City. The completed cost was $ 1,500,000 as was specified in the 1 July 1927 agreement.  The 

Vanderbilt family, through its hotel company, had provided some financial backing for the hotelôs 

construction, and thus, the name Vanderbilt was added to the hotelôs name. 

 

Hopes for the success of the Chamberlin-Vanderbilt Hotel ran high. There were obstacles to 

overcome but there was also the possibility that it would capture the fame of its predecessor. These 

hopes were harmed greatly by the panic on Wall Street on 29 October 1929. With the onset of the 

Depression the Chamberlin-Vanderbilt Hotel passed through several owners. In 1930, the hotelôs 

name changed to the Chamberlin Hotel after Vanderbiltôs family interest was bought out. 

 

In 1942, the Navy Department acquired the Chamberlin from Lloyd Noland Sr. to house officers 

and their families. The two decorative cupolas were taken down at this time to prevent enemy 

pilots from using them as sights to bomb the fort. They were replaced by anti-aircraft batteries. 

The price to stay at the "U.S. Hotel Chamberlin for commissioned officers only" was $ 1.75 per 

day. The daily rate as a civilian hotel had been $ 9.00. 

 

After the war a return of the hotel was sought by Senator Lloyd Noland, Sr., the former bond 

holder and majority stock holder. The hotel eventually was sold on 1 July 1947 to Noland who 

paid 

$ 531,000 [Elizabeth City County Deed Book 145:466]. The sale back was made under the terms 

of the lease of 1926, giving the commanding general certain inspection rights.  

 

Noland, in addition to being a senator, was also chairman of the board of directors of the Richmond 

Hotels Inc. The hotel was sold for an undisclosed amount by Noland and his wife to Richmond 

Hotels on 31 December 1947 [Elizabeth City County Deed Book, 151:324]. 

 

The hotel could be reached via railroad by either the C&O or Pennsylvania line. The Norfolk and 

Washington Steamer traveled to and from Washington, and the Old Bay and Chesapeake Steamers 

traveled to and from Baltimore. The Old Dominion Line, which had ocean going paddle ships 

traveling from New York to Richmond, also stopped at Old Point Comfort [The Daily Press, 10 

October 1965]. 

 

In 1958, the lowest price for a room was $ 6.00 per day. The hotel was open year round. The 

manager was John T. Brindley who remained until 1961 [The Daily Press 3 June 1961].  During 

the early 1970s, the hotel was used as a college dormitory. Students from Hampton University 

occupied a portion of the building due to the lack of housing space on their campus. 

 

By 1975, the hotel's capacity was down from 300 rooms to 141 rooms. The Times Herald (22 

March 1975), remarked that the Chamberlin was one of three big hotels left in Virginia, in addition 

to The Homestead and Hotel Roanoke.  

 

The hotel was purchased by Vernon E. Stuart from Richmond Hotels Co. on 1 March 1979, for  

$ 95,000. 
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In 2002 the hotel closed and was then re-born as retirement condominiums in 2008, following a 

54 million dollar renovation. 

 

Additional Hotels Associated With Lee Paschall 

 

In addition to his involvement with Richmond Hotels. Incorporated, Lee Paschall was directly 

involved with two additional hotels (The Robert E. Lee Hotel of Lexington, Virginia and indirectly 

involved with a third (The Cavalier Hotel of Virginia Beach) 

 

The Robert E. Lee Hotel of Lexington, Virginia  

 

After the construction of the hotel in 1926-1927 at 26-34 South Main Street by Wise Granite and 

Construction Company, Lee Paschall was elected to its Board of Directors. Norvelle OôNeal 

Moses was the hotelôs Manger. 

 

This six story property was completely restored in 2014. The Robert E. Lee, now named ñThe 

Ginò, offers 39 guestrooms. It was originally designed by Marcellus Wright, a Richmond architect. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                      The Robert E. Lee Hotel Lobby 

                                                                                 (Notice Diamond Pattern Marble Floor                                                                                  

                                                                                Common in Marcellus Wright Designs) 

 

                    The Robert E. Lee Hotel  
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The Alexander Hotel of Hagerstown, Maryland 

 

Lee Paschall also served as Vice President and Treasurer of the Antietam Hotel Corporation which 

owned and operated The Alexander Hotel of Hagerstown, Maryland. 

This ten story building, one of the tallest structures in Hagerstown, was built during the two year 

period between 1927 and 1929 in a blend of Romanesque and Beaux Arts style. The hotel was one 

of the largest in the city, complete with a ballroom and a banquet hall. For many years beginning 

in 1932 a local radio station, WJEJ, broadcasted from the hotel's top floor. 

 

Work began on the building soon after ground was broken on 26 September 1927. The hotel 

opened for business on Saint Valentine's Day 1929. Its exterior parts arranged in a tripartite system 

corresponding to a classical column, base, shaft, and capital. The building closed as a hotel in 1971 

and has been revived as an upscale apartment location. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                          The Alexander Hotel Lobby 

 

 

 

 

 

                The Alexander Hotel 
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The Properties of Richmond Hotels Inc. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

            Hotel King Carter  - Richmond                      Hotel William Byrd ï Richmond 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hotel Chamberlin - Old Point Comfort, VA 

(Prior to World War II) 
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Hotel Richmond ï Richmond 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                           

 

 

                                                                                                              

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hotel John Marshall - Richmond 

 


